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Arguments REP 
Thart the ROMISH RELIGION Ri 


| ines all thoſeCountries where 'tis Eſtabli- 
hed,and has given Riſe to moſt of the Miſ- 
chicts, that have over-ſpread the Chriſtian 


Common- wealth: 
Fc That ( as an Inſtance hereof ) it oc- 


cafions the loſs of above 200 Millions 
of Livres, or 16 MUlions Sterling per An. 
to France, in particular, - 

LI. That if Popery were aboliſhed in 
France, that Kingdom whal id become in- 
comparably more Rich and Populous ; 
and the King's Revenues would OI 
above 100 Millions of Livres or 8 Mil>, 
lions Sterling per Annu. 

V. *That ic is impofiivle that France 
ſhould ever be Re-eſtabliſhed, whilſt Po- 
| Pery is their National Religion. 
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To the Honourable, 
The HOUSE of COMMONS. 


THIS Treatiſe which I cake the Liber- 
ty to Dedicate to your Fionours, 
with all imaginable Reſpects, was publiſh- 
ed ſometime ago in French, and by ſeve- 
ral Perſons of Great Judgment, thoughc 
Ztnot Unworthy to be preſented to your view 
* Fin Engliſh, becauſe of the Importance of 
Jrhe Matter; and the profic which they 
Tthought might trom thence redcund to 
[Church and State. 
; The deſign of it 1s, to prove byPolirical 
+[Arguments, (a MethodNew and Extraor- 
\ erdt f that the Romiſh Religion is the 
alſeit of any that hath hitherto appeared 
in the World, becauſe it is the deſtruction 
(and plague of all Countries where it is E- 
ſtabliſhed, ard Ruins Nations more than 
any other Falle Religion that we have yer 
heard of. 
This I Demonſtrste by the Inſtance of 
rance, and make it evident, that Popery 
occaſions the loſs of above 200 Willionsof - 
Livres per Annum to that Kingdom; whence 
it follows, thar even as to lemporals, the 
gingdom of Ergiavd reaps unſpeakable 
\dvantages by the Reformation, which 
hath delivered her fiom that Cruel and 
n{upportable Yoke, 
I have fo much the greater Reaſon to 
* hope that chis Book will not be unaccep- 


able to vour Honours, becaffſe it. rends 
INOLE 


more and more to confirm the Proteſtane 
Religion inthis Kingdom, for the defence' 
of which, againſt the Tyranny of Po- 
pery, you have on all occaſions teſtified 
an ardent Zeal. - 

The tender Care and great Charity which 
vou have manifeſted towards the Poor Re-: 
fugees, who fuftfer for the ſ1id Religion ;_ 
but above all, the Courage and Zeal youth 
have diſcover'dinthis laſt War, by ſparing*F 
nothing that was neceſſary for the preſer-y 
vation ofthe Proteſtantlntereſt, have mad 
it gloriouſly appearto all theNacions of the! 
Earth, that you value neither y our Treas 
tures nor your Blood, when there's a neceſs 
ſity of ſpending them in defence of your | 
Religion; &in effect, there was noleſs art j 
Stake,than the looſing or preſerving it, for 
your ſelves & yourPoſterity;nay,Lmay ſay 
for the whole Proceſtant World, and toge-| 
ther with thary ou muſt have loſt your pre- | fo 
cious Liberties, and all that 1s dear to you 
as Men ard Chriſtians , That it would pleaſe | 
God that by your Generous Example and! 
Sage Reſolves, you may tran{mir to all ſuc- 
ceeding Parliaments, that ſame Prudence, | #© 
Magnanimity & Zeal,for the Maintenance 
of theProteſtant Religion and your Publick 
-Liberties, againſtall Attemprs of Popery, is 
and ſhall be the conſtantPrayer of him, wio| mu 
35 with all poflible Submiſhion and profound 
Reſpet, Yours Honours _ 

AMoft humble and moſt Obedient Servant.| wi 
» De Soulizne| ** 
Du Pleflis Mornay.| 
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- The PREFACE 
- The READER. - 


N Bout a Year 290, I publiſhed a Treatiſe, for rhe Service 


of this Nation upon the greſent State of Froxce, Enti> 

tuled, The Deſs/ation of France Demenſirated: Audthere, 
in lhort, 1 made it evident; That Popery was the principal.Caule, 
of allthe Miſery and Ruin that hath befall'n that Kingdom. The 
Book was pleaſing to this Nation in general ; but ſome were; apt 
to think I had aggravated Matters, and that the Condition of 
Erance was not ſo bad as1 had repreſented it. Amongt others, 
a ceitain Gentleman of great Parts, was pleaſed to writea Manu- 
icript upon that Subje@, full of Wit, and diametrically oppoſite 
to what I had advanced, but did nct think fit to publiſhit, The 
Events that happened favce, have confirmed, in part, what I 
then jaid ; whereupon that lngenious Perſon. hath acknowledg- 
ed, in a curious picce lately publiſked, That 1 had Reaſon on 
my fide for what 1 had writ in general, -as to the Condition of 
I 7ance. But diverſe other Perſons of Worth, having wiſhed that - 
I would juftifie the Propoſition which 1 had advanced in the 
lame Book, viz. That Popery occaſions the loſs of 200 Millions per 
An. zo France; which to them ſeem'd a Paradox, lihought my 
ſclf obliged to ſarisfie their deſire, 152 

To this end I publiſh'd what 1 had writ ypon that Subje 
ſomctime ago in French, that by the Judgment which others gave 
upon it 1 might be the detterepablcd to conjeQuie what was pro- 
per tobe Added or Coreged in the Engliſh Edition, which I 
now preſcnt to the Publick, with ſeveral Addizons; and had 
done it ſooner, but for lome Reaſons pot fig to be here related: 
Bur 7 ſuppoſe beſides, that People wilt have more Inclination to 
Read ſuch Pieces now the War is overt, during which they loy'd 
to hear of nothing but bloody Battles, and i rinces D<thron'd, ac- 
cording to the humour of the Romans in Horace his time, ashg 
e>preficth it in the following Lines, 

Pugnas 7 exictor Tyrannss 
Denſum humer bibit aure vulgus, 

I doubt not but ſome people will ſay, . That 7 wiite with too 
much heat againſt Popery - To which 1 reply, 

I. Thatthoſe Perſons don't knuw Popery well enongk, nor 
have they evet examined itthroughly , They are miſled by ſome 
common Prejudices, and judge of tfiat Religion not accordin 
jant, 10 itsefſerrial Principtes, and conſtant Praftice, but only by the 
External behayiour of tyme that profeſs it; as, Laicks who arg 

 Jounts 


To the Reader. ; 
ſometimes as well Poliſhed, Civilized, Learned and Honeſt in 
outward appearance,as Proteſtants; & here thoſe People top with+ 
out conſulting the Scripture, ox conſidering that the DoArine, 
Morals and Tyranny of the Romiſh Clergy are more becoming 
Devils than Men. 7 confeſs,thai they are Men & Women, as well 
as others, and thatthere are People morallyHoneſt among them 
as there arc amovgit Pagans, jews and Mahumetans ; and even 
among the Romith Clergy, there are ſome who ate honeſter as 
tothe matter of Society, than their Religion obliges them to 
be, But ti:ole Gentlemen I ipeak of, think there's no hug in 
their 7dolatry, nordo not conſider the Miſchiefs their Religion 
does teall Mankind in general, becauſe they think is never 
did them any; ſo that according to this Maxim of theirs, all 
Religions ſhould be alike, for there arc Rational and Moral 
People of all Perſwaſions. 

'2, I may Reply, That there was never any Protcitant that had 
"more Reaton than my ſelf, to wiite ſharply againſt Popery, 
there having been no Man hitherto, who hath ſtudied that 
Poirii lo threughly as 1 have done,in Regard of the infinite Mil - 
chiefs, which it occaſions ro States, as will appeat by the fol- 
joving Treatiſe. 

3, No Man can exceed bounds in expreſſivg his abhorrence 
of Popety, piovided he torbear refleging upon innocent Per- 

ons, 4s / have catefully done, for certainly the Malignity of 
the Komitlh Religion and Clergy, goes beyond all Expresfon 
er idex; and if 1 have Keaton on my fide, as it appearsI have, 
all honeft Papifts will think themſelves obliged ro me for dif- 
abufing them, and if they ean convict me of a Miſtake, 1 am 
willing to bear the reproach of it. 

The Wits of this Age will perhaps find fault with my Stile 
and mannerof Expresfion, and complain that itisdull and not 
genteel, for moſt People now @ days look for a fine Stile in 
Books. But beſides, that my Matter will not admit of a flow- 
riſking Stile nor fallies of Fancy, I freely own, that 7am none 
of thoſe who ate fond upon ihe Title of a fine Wiz, au Oratoc 
Or Polite Writer: 1am content 3f 7 can diſcover, in my rude 
Method ſuch thingsas arc of the higheſt mportance and Uie ro 
Men and Chriſtians, which no body elle hath taken notice of. 
And 7 hope that thofe who love Splid and imponant Diſco- 
yeries, and the Order and Good of the Commonewealth, 
w:ll do me Juctice. Thoſe that have finer Pens than 7, may 
perhaps Handle this Subjed better afrer me, Corre& wy Faults, 
Supply my Defects, and Add to my Diſcovetics, it being a' 
Maxim asttue as common, Farilis ef imventis dddere, 

For my ona pat { mult conſlets that 1 expe more from 
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| To the Reader.” 
"Works of this nature, towards the BeſtruRion of Popery, than, 
from all the Books of Controverſies that ſhall be writ hence- 
forward, Great Men never Readrthem, and forthe moſt part, 
they govern ihemlclyes meerly by ſenfbleReaſons and Viſible 7n- 
tereſt, Thoſe that I propoſe here are Uncontrovettible; beyond 
all Exception, and /ntelligible to People of the meatieſt Capa- 
citics, if they have but patience to hear them z fo that all thar 
xemains to be Contronerted, is the degree of the Miſebicf occa- 
fioned by Popery, and whether it be fo great, as 1 have repre- 
ſented ir or not. 

I have choſen toipfiſt on the Inſtance of France, to prove the 
iofinite Maligoity of the Romiſh Religion, rather than on 
that of any other Popiſh State, becauſe that Country is beſt 
known to me, and chat laſt year 7 undertook to make it appear 
that the Ruin of France proceeded moſtly from Pepcry; fo 
that this Treatiſe isan Appendix of that. | 

1am forced contrary to my inclination to repreſent the 
Miſchicfs of the Goverument of France, but what 7 fayis Truth, 
and with no defiga 10 offe2d any Man, my intention being 
enly to diſplay the deſperate Malignity of Popery. 1 own 
that thoſe who Govera in France, are endowed with many grear 
and rare Qualities, but Popery ſtciveth corrinnually either te 
Stifle chem, or re Employ them to baſe and pernicious Ends. 
Thereis nothing more cettain than that all would do well there, 
werc it not for the Popiſh Clergy and eſpecially the Jeſuites, 
who carry the chief ſway in that Nation. 

1 propoſe no other end to my ſelf in this, but to ferve the 
Chutch of God, and my preſent Country the Kingdom of Eng - 
leaxd, in which I have hitherto found ſome Bread, and where 7 
hope I ſhall pa be ſuffered to ſtatye in time to come: Where- 
ns On the coanTity, 7 have been robb'd of all ia France, for fer- 
ving God according to my own Corſtience 3 and it's probable 
thatif i: andothers bad ftaycd thete till how, we ſboutd nos 
only have been depriv'd of ont Lives, but had the ſame en- 


-dcavoutrs us d to ruine our Souls, that have been made uſe of 


toruine thoſe of athers wr. 

And moreover, it may be eaſily evinced, that alf' 7 ſay might 
be of inficite advantage to Frauce, if ſhe knew howto make uſe 
of ir, ſecing ſhe might thereby become abundantly mere Rick, 
Potent and Happy, than ever ſhe was; So that in this reipe& 7 
diſcover a thouſand times mere Love for France, than thoſe 
- who GgySIR ber, or Shan indecd ſhe diſcovers for hee 
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Book - Seller. 

S1XK, | 
HEfollowing Book being now Tranſlated, muſt take 
X it's Fate in the World, The Worthy Author hath per= 
.” formed his part to Admiration, and as it became a 
&a Grandſon of the Gieat du Pleffis Mornay, though underta much 
greater Diſadvantage than He - The Graudfather when he wrote 
his Books which have ete rniz'd his Fame, was one of the chief 
ofthe Proteſtants of France, (then a flouriſhing and formidable 
Body, )andabounded in all things neceflary for his Underra= 
king ; but the Grandſon, onthe contrary, hath had much ado 
ro eicape with his Life,and is caſt upon our 1fland as part of the 
valuable Wreck of that once renowa'd Proteftant Church : Ter 
in that forforn Condition,with little eacouragement trom Men, 
andas little help of Books, he hath given us many proofs of 
of his Zcal and Abilities to ſerve the Proteſtant Intereſt. His 
Book entituled, The Deſolation of France demonſtrated, &tc, met 
with deſerved Applauſe ; and if the dignity of the SubjeR, depth 
of Thought and ſtrength of Argumeat, have any influence u- 
pon Mankind, there's ao Reafon to think that this ke now offers 

tothe Public':, can meet with leſ2. 

As for the Tranſlation, which is my own patt, you know [ 
have performed it during# hurry of other buliacls ; lo that if 
it be paſſable Evgliſh, itis as much as you can expect. 

The ' Author will bear me witneſs, that I have kept to his 
Senſe, and indeed, as thee is jomething uncommon ia his 
Thoughts, there is rhe ſame in his magner of Expreslton, which 
is more adapred no inform the Judgment, than eficaie the Fan- 
&y, and therefore to have attempted to ſet off or rather to dif. 
guiſe by floutiſhesof Stile, what the Author deſigned ſhould 
be intelligible to every one, would have becu an injury to the 
Pattern he hath ſet me. 

I havenothing co add, butthat as ip the lat Century God 
raiſed up many great Men to diſcover the Falle DoQrines of rhe 
Komiſh Church, which made ſuch people as had any due re- 
gard ro their Salvation, to come out of ber. , Who knews bus 
that the ſame Providence, by raiſing up others to diſcover the 
Political Miſchicfs of that Keligion ro Kingdoms and States, 
may thereby tirup the Kipgsand Princes of the Earthto hate rhe 
Whore, aud burn ber fleſh with fire. Tbat this may be one of the 


eff<as of this Book { the beſt if notrhe only Teatiſe that ever 
was writ upon the Subje& ) andthat 4 may antwer your cxpeRta- 

tou, and Procure the Author that reſpe& and eſteem, 
dclervesfrom all good 
echre of, 


which be 
jen, is the unfeigned wiſk'and heany 


T.ur buabls Servant, 
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The Tranſlators Letter to the 


fay aboyertwo per dren, excepr inſome priviledg'd places; 
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Political Arguments, proving that the Py- 
piſh Religion ruines all thoſe States 
where it is the Publick Religion. 


O juſtify my Propeſition, I will make it appeatia 
Eighteen Articles, that the Popith Religion occa- 
fions the toſs of above zoo Millicns of Livers pef 

anmumto France. 
Tarr 4 Article which concerns this affair, is the cheats 
of the Clergy, by which they pillag'd the people to the 


 valae of yo or 5o. Millions per annim,. thitty Years:2g0s 


when the Kingdom was in a good condition, Part of the 
methods they took to do this, were as follews. - - 
Tre chiet. are'their Maſſes, which, they ſay fbt the 


. Living, andthe Dead, wiz. to deliver the ſouls of the de- 
- ceaſed, not from-'Hell, but from a place (unknown 16 


Scripiute, nay to God himſelf) which :they call Parga- 
tory; -andito expiate the fins of the Living, who cither 
pay for thoſe Maſfes, 'or afliſt-at ſaying them. + This is 
the Clergres greateſt traflick, and thar which contributes 
m->ſt of any thing ro recain'all Popiſh States and Kings 
doms under the Pope's tyrannicat yoke, by the man[c1- 
tudes 'of Priefts and Monks thatit entettains, who are 
as ſo many armies. to ſupport that Uſurper, and who 
render him'maſtes. of all choſe Kingdoms, There are 
Churches where above 50 or'100 ſuch Maſles are faid &- 
very day. upon a great number of Altars, as they call 
them, which raiſes ſubſiſtance for a. great number of 
Pricfts and Monks, and q14 formerly maintain a greater 
number. -£& 

[Tis hereproper to be.obſer ved, .that to the end they 
may entertain the greater number of *em, at the ſame 
time they recommend the Maſs as the principal patr of 
Divine Wotſhip and Religion, ad oblige the people io 
frequent it every day ;; the Prieſts are ftritly. forbid to 


2 


#3 in Picardy, and the Country of «Arras, becaufe the 
pariſhes there are poor and ſmall. Which makes 1: plain, 
that they have no eſſential Reaſon why a Prieſt may not 
ſay divers Mafles in one day, but that the Court, of Rome 
was rcſolv'd to maintain as many of her Penſioners or 
Life-guard men, at the charge of others,. as ſhe could. 


The | acliament of Paris hath regulated their payat 12 d. || 


Per Maſs, and iu divers provinces they have net above 5d. 
or 6 d, a-peice, which 1s as good, at leaſt, as the pay of 
Horle and Foot, tho' they be more uſetul, and theit cal- 
ling leſs dangerous. . 
ABUNDANCE of Ma | 
both in Men and Women, Children, beaſts and birds; 
as Hogs, Dogs, Geeſe, &c.,as alſo for a happy Jour- 
ney, ſafererurn ofa ſhip, a happy marriage; as alſogfor 
meer trifles; as for the finding again of a loſt ring, fork, 
or ſpoon, &c. nay ev'n for ſucceſs in an aflaſhinatioa 
or plot againſt a Prince, or a robbery, Te. that isto ſay, 
they do really ſacrifice ( as they themſelves pretend) the 
body of Jelus Chrift in all thoſe caſes, and may others 
*of the ſame nature. Beivg herein more blind than the 


— 


'very Pagans, who thought it.enough to offer ſome cakesy 


. or to ſacrifice ſome low- priz'd animal to their gods and 
goddeſles, when they pray'd them toſucceed their defigns, 
according to that of the Poet ; | 
_—_ -- O pulchra Laverna 
Da mihi fallere, da juſium ſanfumque videri | 
Nedtem peccatis & fraudibus objice Nubem, 


p Ly $7 I y 


fles are ſaid for the cure of Di eaſes 


&- tibi farre litabo. 
Which may be Engliſhed ad ſenſum thus 
O fair Laverna, pre*chee never tail 
Oreall my Vi]Ilames co fpread a Vail, 
And thou ſhalt have thy fill of Cakes and Ale. 

T an alſo well aſſured, that in order ro bring money 
Joto the Prieſts pocket, they have in ſome places intre- 
daced a cuſtom of playing atdiceand cards for Maſles, as 
' well as for prayers, and he that loſes pays the prieſt, 
who docs really next morning, as he pretends, ſacrifice 


Jeſus Chriſt, (but in ap unbloody ſacritice howerer ) fon 
h 
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the expiation of the Winners fins and crimes, how hei- 
nous lvever they may be. I own that I never ſaw them 
play for Maſſes, bur have divers times ſeen them play for 
prayers, and know'no reaſon why chey may n«t as well 
play for the other, In the time of Yope Leo Xcb; the 
preachers of Indulgence plaid for the pardon of the fins 


«* | of Towns and Cities in Germany. They get allo Money 


by thoſe Maſſes another way, which. is, that thoſe who 
alliſt ar them do mary times put money into the boxy 
which f-{ls all rothe ſhareot the prieits. 


#ÞÞ Sourrines it happens, that a dying perſon orders 100, 


1000, 6000, nay 10000 Maſles to be {aid for the repole 
of his ſoul after his death, for which his Heirs pay thro”. 
the Noſe. There are very f:w RomanCatholicks who are 
not guilty of this weakneſs at their death; but it ſome 
of thoſe who underſtaad better, deſpiſe thoſe fooleries 
upon their Death- bed, their Friends wi:o are notſo well 
informed, are ſure to order Maſſes for them, and pay 
he pricſts tor their pains ; nay, the very pooreſt ofthem. 
lways take care to have { 'me Maſlgs ſaid, 

BEs108s this, there's every Year an Anniverſary, as 
they callit, for moſt people which have letr any Eſtate 
behind them, or whoſe Friends are well to paſs, that is 
toſay a Maſs ſung for the ſoul of the deceaſed, by a great 
number of prieſts, ſometimes 50 or 10p together; who 
muſt all of them be ſplendidly treated afterwards, where 
they nſually fuddle themſelves, and each of (them muſt 
bave a piece of money beſides. 
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LT 1s then upon the account of the great profit which. 
he Maſs brings to the Clergy, that they have made ig 
one of the moſt eſſenrial parts of their Worthip. 

THE lnvention of their Fraternities or Brotherhoods, 
Is another grand method, by which they pillage the peo- 
ple, who being as ignorant as Pagans, the Monks take 
advantage of it, and perſwade them, that whoever cn- 
ters into the Order, ſhall have a ſhare in the merits of 
the ſame, nordo they admit them without a confidera- 
ble preſent ar firſt, which they oblige them to repeat 
from time to time, Sometimes there are people of qua- 

.B3 li 


. have been much eſteem'd in the World, who do fo far 
forget themſelves, and become (fo weak, as to defire to 
dic inthe Habir of theſe rafcally Monks, who impoſe 
upon them'o far, 'as to make them to believe thar they 
cannot fail of being ſaved, and of going directly ro. Pa- 
radicc, without touching at Purgatory, provided they 
die.in the Habit of their OrJder; and thar the Habit of 
their St. Francis, 1s as much worth as the baptiſm of Je- 


ſas Chriſt. Many conſiderable perſons in the Courts of . 
Juſtice; and abundanceof others,are guilty of this weak- F 


neſs, as well as filly Womcn; whence it comes to pals 
that they ſerve the Qrder,, into which they have entred, 
with all their might; and it may be juſtly ſaid, thar 
they divide the Kingdom into diverſe Factions, whoare 
in aconrtinual conſpiracy againſt God, andthe King, and 
their Neighbaurs; for as thoſe different Orders:1ubfiſt 
and enrich themſelves meerly by the idolatry,  ſpperſti- 
tion avd ignorance of the people, they foment ic as 
much as they can, and engage inthe intereſts and deſigns 
of the Court of Rome, to favonr the ſame againſt the 
King and the State, andevery one of theſe Orders bate 
and deſpiſe one another, bath our of a principle of Envy, 
and . becauſe they kaow. one . another at bottom z 
and then their Devotioniſts, who are join'd totheir Fra- 
cornities, eſpoule all their paſſions, quarrels and intereſts. 
Tuqs:t Monks do likewiſe perſuade abundance of filly 
women of quality and others, to entertheir very ſucking 
infants-into their Fraternities, perſuading them that 
there's no-betrer. method ro make them live ; infomuch 
that ſometimes! we hall ſee thoſe poor little (creatures 
muffled up-+ina Monks Hood and Caflock, by which the 
Orderloſe nothing, - - x | I. 
AxoTHER method made vſeof by the Ecc'efiaſticks, 
. focateh the wealth and ſubſtance of the people, is their 
Indylgences, which they obrain of the Pope from time to 
time, for ſome Churches and Monaftrries, which who- 
focver vifies, during fach a number of days, which 
ſarve as a Fair, or fo many Mercar days tothe place, ou 
11NT4alh 
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lity of both ſexes, nay, even Gcnerals of Armies, that 


| 


S 
o 
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infallibly receive a pardon of all their fins, provided:they: 
give bountijully alſoto the ſaid Church, or Monaſtery ; 
for that js always to. be underſtood, and' there ate very, 


le few bur what give more or leſs in ſuch caſes, __ 

I ANOTHER Of their Pairs.co fiſh for the peoples money, 
he is theHolyRelicks, as they call chem, 1D their Churches, 
34 Monaſteries and Convents. And when the peoples de- 
of yotion grows cold for the old R elicks; they never fail of 
e- y bringing new ſhrines or boxes full of new and freſh, 
of _ | And ordinarily they ſay they come-from holy Rome. Ic 
c- AÞ is well enovgh known, that oftentimes thoſe Relicks are 
(G pieces of paſt-board faſhionedlike bones; ſometimes 
d, they are the real banes of an. human creature, and ſome- 
at times of beaſts,. as it hath been afren proved ; the Prieſts 
re and Monks making it the marrer of their diverſion to in- 
nd ſale over the foolith credulity of the peoplein this impu- 
ſk dent manner, and-yer at theſame time make them pay 
ti- for ſceing and touching thoſe Relicks. | 

as THERs are alſo Miracles to be performed from time 
ns totime, when the Prieſts and Monks pleaſe, by the ſta-. 
he | rues, images, or bones of ſome dead man or woman, 
[7 underthe name of Relicks or Shrines of ſome faints, as | 
Y» they call the bones and boxex in which they keep them. 
4 Thoſe miracles are of great advantage tothe Clergy, for 
a- by this means they bring abundance of Offerings to theix 
ts. Churches and Chappels, 

ly THERE are moreover Legacies, Dirges and Donatrves, 


ng £ whether they be voluntary by perſons whom they have 
j ſeduced, or ſuborn'd ; or. altogether falſe, which the 
ch | Prieſts or Monks forge, in order 10:diſpoil Families, 
es | whereof the World bas had millions of examples, and: 
16 ſome ſuch happen every day. + | | 


AuURICULAR Confellion isalſo oneof their moſt gain- 


Sy Fful 1nven1ons, by which they {car their lock four t1mes 
ir a\Year, There are few people who don't at ſuch times: 
ro give them a piece of morey, eſpecially 'thi;ſe who are - 
O- guilcy of great crimes, and thereupon they receive Ab- 
:h ſolution, provided that roge her with thisthey-do ſome: 
W little troubleſome thing, which the prieſts impole vpon 


them 


6 )) 
them under the notion of Penance, the betrer to colour 
that 11tamous Trafhck, and ro make the people believe 
that *tis rot for the money they Abſolve them, tor that 
would appcar odious ev'n to the moſt diflolute Wrerich 
in the World... Ftake no notice here of the great advan- 
tage the Pope and his Clergy make of this Confeiſion, 
to dive into the (ecrets of Vrinces and Grandees, and of 
ail people in gener.l, that ſo they may make their.own 
uſe ot it, and take their meaſures thereupon to pry into 
the greateſt ſecrets of men and women, which gives the 
Ecclefiaſticks an opportuut y co Debauch all the ſex, or 
to ſque:ze money out of tnem; for by this means they 
lead captive ſilly Women, laden with Sins, and carried away 
With divers Luſts, according to the words of the Text. 

THaERE's another thing very Gainful to the *Romiſh 
Clergy, and that is Burials, not only in that they (ell che 
Ground at adcar rate in their Churches and Conrents, 
and that th-y m k-a gre:tdeal of profi: as I have ſaid al- 
ready by Mef] s tor the Dead, bur they get alſoa great 
deal of money foc the ſiiging ofa mal. icude of the prieſt» 
Iy-h-r4 atoidinary Inter men's, whete there 1s common- 
ly a grear number, who bave each of them a piece of 
money anda good treat, at, which they uſe ro Fuddle 
theraſclves, as well as at the Aniverſaries above-men- 
tion d. 

I Dox'r here condemn a reaſonable Allowance for 
oneor two Miniſters or Prieſts who go before the Corps, 
and cannot ſubfiſt withour chole lictle profits, pr who 
a:e thereto c:miort the Friends of the deceaſed, or to 
in'truct the company, by putting them in mind of cheir 
la.te en1; or co p:ieach the Funeral Sermons of perſons 
of great meric; bur Lcondemn only the great exceſs of 
thac pri: rended Church, in imploying ſuch a great num- 
b-r of Priefts at Funerals without neceflicy, who fingin 
c:c {trees like ſo many prieſts of Bacchus, things which 
neither the people, nor the greateſt part of themſelves 
unde. ſtind, and which occzſ{1ons a great charge to the 
Frieuds of the deceaſed, who trequenily have not one 
Þit of bead Icti afier they have paid for the Funeral, __ 
FNC 
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'the Maſſes that are to be ſaid af:erwards for the deceis 


ſed. In my time it wasa Complaiat at Paris, thac the 
meanelt perſon, ſuch as a Footman, could not be bu- 
Ticd for leſs than four Piſtoles, Perhapsthe Court has 
moderated thecharge, kfince they have erected ſo many 
Offices of Buriers of the dead, aud Criers of Burials,and 
that there's a Tax, as I am intorm'd, of eight Crowns 
laid on every Rural for the King ; for ui would be very 
hard that toe Prieſts and the King ſhould ſqueeze fo 
great a ſum from the pootT people all at once upon this 
Account. | 

The Gain which the prieſts have by Matriages and 
Bapriſins, .is alſo very exceſſive. Let them in God's 
N4ime have ſome profic thence, as the Miniſters have in 
England, who cannot ſubſiſt withour it, bur this marter 
ought to be moderated, and there ſhould be a diltin- 
ction wade berwixt Poor and Rich, At preſent I confeſs, 
that thoſe profirs of the popiſh prieſts ia France are 
much diminiſi.ed, becauſe as times are now, there are 
but few Marriages or Baptiſms in that Kingdom. 

Taress are the moſt general and common methods 
that the idolatrous Clergy of France make uſe of ro cheat 
the poor 1gnorant people of their Money and Subſtance. 

I TAxE no notice here, of what they gain by cheir 
Schouls and Boarders, becauſe it may be ſaid in ſome 
ſenſe, that what they gain that way is honeſtly got: 
Yer herein alſo they occaſion a loſs to the State, to 
which they are commonly Enemies, And hereby they 
dolikewiſc rake the Bread out of the Mouths, of abun- 
dance of School-matters, whoare Honeſter Men than | 
themſelves, have nothing elſe to Live on, have Fami- 
lies to maintainy and pay Taxes to the King proportio- 
nably co their In-come : Whereas thoſe Ecclettaſticks 
have enough ro live 0n without teaching School, being - 
for the moſt parc coo rich already; and on the other 
hand, they pay almoſt nothing to the King, cuine the 
Kingdom, and have no Families toe maintain. Nay, 
that which is worſe, they acknowledge a Foreign Au» 
thority, vis, that of the Pope, to be ſuperior co his Ma. 
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Torches, which they uſe in Grand Proctſlions ; tor they oblige 


jeſty's Authority, and they are accuſtomed to inſpire 
their Schoolars with thoſe 1njuſt and pernicious, Scati- 
ments as alſo a falſe and baſtard Devotion, which in- 


clines them to ſhake off all ſ{ubjeAron to their parents, | 


to make themſelves Jcluites or Prieſts of the Oratory, 
and to give their Eſtates ro the Order into which they 


. eater themſelves, or ar leaſt ro make their Relations pay 


them a good Penfiong of which che Convent teaps the 


Te 


Profir.. They do I1xewiſe corrupc thoſe Children in {ha 


another manner, at leaſt the ſefuirs Tabour under the ,þa4n 
Scandal of ir, and indeed there's no wickedneſs *of*® 


which they are not capable. 
Tas other Monks why neither keep Schools nor Boar - 


ders, do nevertheleſs ſeduce abundance otYoung People, 
under.pretence of Confetling them, and by Vertue of 
the Credic which they have to creep intro Houſes, they 
enſnare and ſeduce al{o the Parents ro become Monks 
and Nuns, and to give them their Eſtates, eſpecially 


 Inchecinic of Widowhood, nay ſomerimes they: per- 


ſauade them to be Unmarried oa that account, and ſo 
creat Diviſions berwixt Man and Wife, and their Chil- 
dren. They'do likewiſe Debauch their Wives 'and 
Daughters; know all the Secrets of Old and: Young, and 
make their, owa Adyantag? of the Weakneſs of every 
one, | 

In many places the Nans to likewile rzke youngBoar- 
ders, who ofreatimes learn ſoraewhat elſe than Vertue 


among them, & by degrees they perſwade them alfo ro turn Nuns, | 
. edpecially if there be any profit ro be had by it to rheConvenr, tot 


the Relations of the Girls give themeirhera contiiderabie ſum of 
money forever,oragoodAnnuziPenſion, whic! is ſo much lof6 to 
the Capits} Srack of cae Kingdom, 1eeing it falls iaro Mainmoit 


orbecomes Dead. ' 
THERE ate alſo many of thoſe Conyents, both of Monks and 


Nuns, who tor Money take in the young Baſtards of Perſons of 


Quality thar would not have the thing known, and many times 


; they make away with *em ; there have been found in Poods, Ci-|: 
* ,fietns and Houfes'of Office. ſeveral Corps and Bones of thoſe 
- Pootlatants. > | 


Tnev plundet; the People by theit?Tapers, Vyax-candles} and 
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Teſtament, or fabulous legend ; or fomecimes they 
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the people to furniſh thoſe things, and all that js hoe 
{pear belongs, as they alledge, tothe Church, thatis to 
ſay,tothePrieſts orMonks, Ir is well ecough: known, 
| thax oncerrain days , which they look upon as great Fe- 
ſtivals, they oblige.every Corparation or: Company in 
great Towns to. turniſh huge Torches, cach of-which 
docs ſometimes repreſent an Hiſtory of the Old and:New 


will 


haveche Images ot. 5s or- 6 Perſons, or-as many” Beaſts, 
In Wax at large, ſo weighty that.they muſt have10 or rz 
Men'to carcy one.of theſe Torches; Twenty ſuch they 
carry.in; preceſhony which coſtsſometimes : more- then 
10.0r£-10000 Livers; and theprofice.of this 1s to be reap'd ' 
by their Clergy, at che Expenſe: of the-poor Idolatrous |. 
people, This :1s'chieflyto be ſeen.on -that day; which 
they call che fealbof God, tor.the: Popes, good Men, 
have/thoug}!t fic that God should have a-Feltival, as well 
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as Dommic, Loyola, and: Xavier, &ce 


AND {che Inquiſition/ were-eſtablished in Frence,. as 
mayy- people. imagine; it may: be.:done-in'this | Reigas 


which howererl believenot, irwould:ſtill 'pillage 
Na.ian more, as it hach: done Spain-and:Portugal; ? 


.che. 


THERE:S yet anothor ſecret way, thatithe:Monkgare 


charged with wiing,to levy agreatSum'of Mony tpon the |, 


People &:their own Devorionitts,allatonce;which'is thus, 
When their Coovent and its - Dependencies, or "rhe 
Church 1s old, and:does natpleafe them; they fer: Tt on 
 fire-tnem(leives,- and. then make heavy» Lamentations for 
that ſadAccident which it, hath pleaſed :God to# perthir, 
and chen they goa,beggiug for Money'to Rebuild whit 
is burnt. | If xc.,require 36000 Livers more or lefs'tore- 
boild ic as it- was, they. :will:raiſe at: leaſt rooodo: pen 


the. peaple, leaving. always the work: unfinisbed; 


add 


give outs thatthe Sums raiſed were but very ſmall,” add 
not-enough tocarry on-the work; for none burthemſelves 
know, pertetly whar js given; or whatthe building hath 
coſt,. becauſe. chey rake. tare chavino: body Shall be ac- 


qi NF. 
Niamh a ptetence to beg conſtantly, and to procure L 
the o : 


uzinted; wich their Aﬀeirs; aod ſo.chis. futhibes.them 


ega- 
Kj6R 


© defires it, or when Princes would - have them contri- 
-.  -butetothe Charge of the Scare. But thoſe Feſtivals we 


7 ( ro } 
cies from fome filly people when a dying, on pretence 
- of ftaithing that Work, | SE Os 
*  Tuxxs ate many Ordecs who ſell little Relicks,: chat 
they ſay have been Conſecrated by the Pope, and Beads [FP 
that have touched ſome Miraculous Images, The Car- they 
melices have Whar they call the Apparel of the Vir- f{uch 
g10, Ce. ; ; 
Tres holy days are moreover very gauifal ro the Ec- the: 
cleſiaſticks oF all ſorts, becauſe the people go to Church 
on thoſe days, with more Devotion than on Sunday, 
cauſe abundance of Maſles to be ſaid. and befides paying 
Sor them, give money alſo ro the Box. Thole Fefti=Y.” 
val days are likeſo many Fairs, wherein the Cler 
make Money oftheir Merchandize ; they are likewife 
very advatitagious to the Pope, not only in that they and | 
contribute tothe enriching of his Ecclefraſtical Troops [Mer 
which he entertains, as I have already ſaid, at the Ex- Þ*** 
pence of thoſe whom he has brought ander his Yoke, 
and of whom heaflures bimiclt more and more by that 
Method, both by weakeningjthem, and keeping io their \Þ 
Kingdoms Armies and Gairiſons of Prieſts and Monks, | , 
who have ſworn to bim, as being in their Opinton, Su- 
perior to. the King,and having a rightto claim Obedi- F 
ence from himin every thing fo that they are conftant= Þ? 
ly ready, either to revolt or kill Kings when the Pope 


Now treat of, are abwve all advantapious ro the Popes in 
.zthis, that they raiſe him above dif Tamas Authority, | 
+: Bay, above that of God himſelf ; for 'tis they who have 
">Joftiturxd or Authoriz'd all thoſe pretended holy days, f 
by which they give Laws to the Conſciences of. Men,and 
ligetzem to Adore and tnvoke whom they pleaſe, and 


'” . Forche moſt part Villains, thar-is to fay the Popes Tx 


themſelves and the Miniſters of their Tyranny 3 and by ©? 
this means the Popes don't content themſelvesto be a- ÞY © 
dor'd whilethey live, but they hope to be Invok'd and ||, ** 
. Ador'd after their death, They al ſohave this Satisfacri- her } 
on thereby, that they fee the holy days of their own py | 

| Ap* 


leaſes. 


ind enlarge the old oncs, 
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Appointment,moredevoutly obſerved than thoſe of Gods 
appointment, which is ihe Sabbath. Thence alſo they 
reap another Grand Advantage, wiz, The money which 


{they ſqueeze from the people for Canonizing ſuch and 
Iſ{uch Saints: | | 


I muſt not forget here the profit which they make by 
the means of theic Father Titrier, or Title maker as they 


{call ;him, eſpecially in the Religious communirnes,for 


7 hom he forges Titles,that they may bereave the Laicks 


of their Eftaccs. 
>F” Tas Popcs having erected Martage into a Sacrarnent, 


is alſo againful contrivance for the Clergy; beſides by 
this means they render themflelves judges of ®the Birth 


and Legittimacy of the Children of Priaces and Great 
- Men, which keep them in a dependance upon the Popes; 


or ynder precexc chat Marriage is a Sacrament accord- 
ing to them, and that the Pope is the Soveraign Judge 
of Sacraments, he can Baſtardize or 'Legitimate whom he 

Trey often attempt ro draw within their own Cog- 
Hance, all»-Teſtaments, Treaties, Ats and Contracts 


: 'Mfcwixt Manand Man, under the petext chart the Oaths 
by which chey ere confirm'd are Matters whereof the 


1olarion concerns the Conſcience: 1n this manner they 
would render themſelves abſolute Maſters of ail the E- 

ates, as well as of the quiet and honour of Mankind, 

Taz Exemption which the Ecclcſiaſticks plead from 
he ordinary Courts of Juſtice, occafions a great diſor- 
Jer in Society, of which the Popiſh Clergy make their 
advantage. | | : 

THEy get money alſo by grantiug diſpenſations, for 
ating Meat 10 Lent andat other times, | 

Taty alſo ſqueeze money from ſick perſonsor their 
riends, for cariying their pretended Sacrament and Ho- 
y Oils to them: 

THEIR miſchievous Clergy have a great number of o- 
her Mcthods, to pl under the people of their Subſtance, 
wud they invent new ones from time to time, or extehd 
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L confeſs, that all tbe BP, of which the Cler 
do thus cunningty bereave the people is nat abſolutely 
oft to the Kiugdom, becauſethey cicher ſpend it them- 
ſclves and fo circulat-agaln among the people, or elſe 
they hoard it up;þy which they do great prejudict tothe 
Stare; bur however ſoon or late the Money comes out 
of their hands, ar leaſt after their death, and has its or- 
dinary courſe among the people: Bur it is certain that: 


this Money would have been much more profitable to 
the State, had it been'in the hands of thoſe addifted - ts 
Trade, Husbandry or Handicrafts, and who iavenhil 


dren to breed up. All Men agree, that Money robb'd ſ- 


or taken upon the High way by Villains, andſpent Ia- 
vishly,aSit always happens inthatcaſe,or that Money 
gor ar Game by profefled cheats, would do much more 
ood to the Srate, ifit were in the hands of induſtrious 
Citizens,and thoſe that are-uſeful ro the Comman-wealth 
than inthe hands of ſuch Profligates. And hence it comes 
to paſs that in all Countries, where there's good diſci- 
pline,theſediforders arepunish'd,tho' crheMoneythat the 
rob & cheat people of does not go out of the Kingdom, 
Ic fignifies rething co rel] me,thart the Money which the 
Prieſts carch by chefeMethods,is given them freely; for! 


grant it be ſo, theState being ſo much dammag'd by it} 


oughr not to ſuffer it. The maſter of a Family, who 
wants management, (does oftentimes waſte his Eſtate 
t£o- little purpoſe, tho? he does it willingly; yer he is 
nothing theleſs injurious ro his Family and Creditors, 


and therefore the Magiſtrates in ſome wcll govern's | 


Countries, appoint a Guardian over ſuch, and tha 
Many times toe at the requeſt of their Children. Bur 
Moreover, *tis not true that the 1gnorant Papiftspiv 

their Eſtates willingly to the Prieſts, for they are the 
poor people. whom they have made drunk with the Wine 
of ther Formations, according'to the Scripture phraſe, 
that is to ſay, with their Idolatries and Superſtitions, 
threatening them' with; Hell an4 Purgatory, if they 
dow't give them, and promiſing them Heav'n if they 
ive, Therefore thoſe who believe cheir Follies, are 
yudey a moral neceſſity of givipg them, ky 


o 


PEN nI ER IR AR YE SS PEE THEE ES Ho 


( 83. ;. \ 
IT may be-truly ſaid,they rob the people of all cheygi wv 
10 that manner, ſeeing the more' they give that way, 
the leſs rhey have co maintain their families, -carry .on 


. their Trade and to breed up and give Porttons to tacir 


Children. _ | ; 
Ip they imployed that which they rob the people of 
in Trade, Handicrafts, Maoutactures, Husbandry or 
Fishing, it would fill remaina great piece of injuſtice 
anddiſorder, but the State would not ſuffer fo much by 
it, it they imployed it in Buildipgs, profitable rothe 


bil Socie:ys or purchaſing Jewels, or laſting Moveables, 


the'Stare. would not loſe ſo much by it, bur many times 


| they ſpead it in exceſs of cating anddrinkingy 'and other 
lewd debauches; or otherwile hoard it up Mi theic Cot- 


fers, orcurn Uſerers, 

IF thoſe Eccl&fiaſticks had not enough ro ſubſiſt on, 
without all theſe cheating Tricks abovementioned, it 
were much better for the peeple,how-uleleſs foever they 
may be, ro make a publick Fund lor their maintenance, 
than toſuffer themo tollow the Trade of Cheating ; as 
all Men agree, 1t wete beticr, for them to provide thus 
for other Robbe:s and Cheats, it it were found to be 
an cftectual Method to divert them from that wicked 
way of living. Bur it hath always bcen thought, thar 
ir would be ineftetual as ro Highway-men by Profet- 
fjon, and we may fay the fame, as:o the Popish Clergy, 
who for the moſt parc have'enough to ſubiiſt on with 
our cheats; yer they fnd-whar they catch that way, 
{weeter then all the rcft, and look uponirt as the Fruit 
'of their: Cunning and parts, The 'shorteſt way then, 
would beto ſuppreſs {i4 parts in ſeven of all thoſe Ec 


 clefiaſticks, which would be a good rhing, even for 


themſelves, becauſe by that for: of Robbery, they nog 
only deftroy their own Souls, bur alſo thoſe ot the 
People whom they have bewitched & beſorred, ruining 
beſides a vaſt number of Families;&:chus-by their perm 
cious Example, inſtruct and bring up all the - World ta 
Impoſture, Cheativg and Hypocrifie; and make People 
to conceive Monſtrous Opinions ofthe Dicty by ys 
OIM- 


4 


underſtandiug. orinto a Dxmon as wick-d as pollible, 

So thac all being conſidered, I do verily beheve,chat 
wichouc reckoning the Scandal occaſioned by theſe diſ- 
ordets, there was no leſsthen one third ot loſs ro the 
Kingdom by theſe 40 or go Millions which all thoſe 
Cheats brought to the popish Clergy of France before 
this War, Cs 

IF it be ſaid, that there are many other uſeleſs lewd 
fellows that plunder che State as well as the Clergy ,that 
does nor ore whit excuſe them, nor thoſe who ſuffer 
ſuch diſorders, and might cafily prevent them, But on che 


contrary, —_— chere are of ocbers, the fewer there - 
ought to be [uffered of thefe who are doubly hurcful, as 


being contrary to the Sa)vation of rhe peoples Souls and 
the welfare of the Government, 


Tas [1 Arncierclates:o theerceſſive multitude of Ec- 


Eleliaſticks in France, Wiiich arelix to one in England, 
their reſpective proportions and extents being conf; - 
dercd, {and yer ic 1s known there are more in England 
than iu any (tierProteſtan? Countrey ; whence it appears 
thac there are proportionably ſo mapy more people in 
France that don't work, being idle Fellows for the moſt 
part, altoge:her vſelels, nay, do a great deal of miſ- 
Cchiet. They are computed at zo0000 attogerhet Males 
and "ab 4 fag w::ercot | amfure 40000 t Males would 
be 1{ufficienc for tie Service of their pretended Church 


ſuch asit 15; ſo thac thee remain 260000 uſeleſs Eccle- 


fiaſticks, ; 

THatx it is to be obſerved, thar zooo00q adult Per- 
ſons ſuch as they, are worth double the number of o- 
thers taken our of the common Maſs of People eſpecially 
if we cooſider thac the greateſt parr of thoſeEcclefiaſticks 
arc Males. Let us reckon the work then to which thoſe 
260000 uſeleſs perſons ought to apply themſe]ves, if 
the World were not turned upfide down, onſy at; d, 
per Day one with another without Victugls ; and let us 
ſuppoſe allo, that they work 3eo daysin a year, the 
waproficable Holy Days being abolished, that amounrs 
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forming the ſame cither into Brutish Idol that bath no 
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to above rt MiJlions 500000 Livers per eAnmum pute 
loſs. 1am willng io abate a Million 4d a half for 
the Lace, points, Ec. made by ſome Nuns, and for 
what ſome poor Prieſts avd Monks work in their Gar- 
dens, yer there remains ſtill above 16 Millions of pure 
loſe without _— nocice of the contagion of their bad 


- example of Id}-nef;, which corrupts the People, and 


beſides 'tis Certain that they ſpend their time in doing 
miſchief, 

L take no notice neither of their Maintenance, which is 
ill beRow'd, & anotherRobbery that they commit on the 
Nation, ſecing ic ought to beimployed in maintaining 
others, whoare more ufeful, and have @ much the 
leſs, asthoſe Ecclefiaſticks have roo much, who are as 
Drones that earup the Honey of the induſtrious Bee, 
This Article amountsro as much asthe other, for theſe 
people as I have ſaid, own, that by their Profeſſions, 
they are not to Work nor to Marty, and fo devour the 
reſt ofthe laborious people that have Families. This I 


| ſay, isa Robbery upon the Common wealth, accords 


ing tothat Axiom. Non Nobis nati ſumus ſed Patria & 
Liberis, | We are not born for our ſelyes, but for our 
Countrey and Children. | 
Some ignorant people will perhaps ſay,thiat they pray 
to God for others: I Anſwer, that others either do pray 
or ought to pray for themz ſo that as ro that marrer, 
they are even with them. Bur [ cantell chem befides, 
that God doth not regard the Prayers of the Wicked, 
and their Clergy are every whit as Idvulatrous and incom- 
parably more. Vicious than che People, and chat which 
is worſe, do makethem Idolaters and ſeduce -them a 
thouſand ways, 
| Gow alfo hatesthe Worghip and Prayers of Idola- 
ters and Hipocrites,eſpecially Seducers, and chiefly when 
they call the mſelyes Chriſtians, becauſe then. they 
make jeſus Chriſt the Author of their Idolatry and 


ſtrange Worship, which is thegreateſt of all Impie- 
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Axttc:.e 11]. Mendicant- Friars in particular, are a.yerypreat 
tharge co the Kingdom, all of them being abſolutely needleſs, 

kercas among{the Secular Clergy the Biſhops with a few Can- 
nons,Curats and Priefſts,are neceſlary & fit enough for the ordina- 
ryService.of their Chyrchſuch as it is; and. thole begging Friars 
are 19 muck more intollerable than the Endowed Monaſtries, as 
by their voluntary begging and lazineſs they are very chargeable 
to the People who maniain them richly one way or ather. 
For otdinatily they eat the beſt, and drink abundance of Wine, 
whilſt many honeſt people who are uletul SubjeRs in the King- 
dom, have- much ado togert Bread by their Labour. . Thoſe 


wretched Monks ate al ſo highly injurions to the real poor, who / 


are robb'd of fo much Alms as thoſe Idle Bellies | receive. They 
are moreovehgreater Hypocrites,, and more Ignorant than the 
reſt of the Clergy, and abundance of handſome Young Women 
chuſe them for the Conteflors, becauſ: of their ſeeming Deyorian 
& Mortification, under which pretext they commit a .dealof Unp- 
cleanneſs.1t's ſuppos'd that there are above 60000 of thoſe Monks 
inthe Kingdom let usreckon then that they coſt zhe Kings 
dom, but 6' d, a piece per Gay one with another, thar 


willexceed fix Millions of Livers per annam. , This is the leaſt | 
they ſpend,: for moſt part of them live in good Cities of Towns, | 


where hey fare deliciouſly, but take care as much as they can ro 
concealtheir, good Chear,, becauſe thar would prevent the-Peg- 
ples giving them ſo much. I have ſeveral times ſeen divers Spurs 
full of choiſe Pullets, Veniſqn and Wild-fowl roaſting for them 
in by Houſes, ( at a little diſtance from their Conyents,) where 
the People followed that way of living, and they would tell me 
that thoſe things were ſent out of Charity to the Good Fathers, 
ARTICLEIV. Allthofe ſeveral forts of Fcclefiaſticks live Un- 
mariied, whereas ProteſtantChurch-men Marry forthe moſt part, 
and contribucetso: the Peopling ofthe Kingdom. The Popiſh 
Eccleſiaſtic';s tn France are.computed as 11aid,; at 3 00000, who 
being allof 'em U amaried, . they tender .300000; other Adult 
Perſons which Nature had deſigned 'em for Wwes or Husbands 
uſcleſsfor Propagation, If the reſt ofthe Nation ſhould do thus, 
1t would be entirely extinguiſhed ia 50 or 60 years. It; isobſcr- 
ved from-the Regiſters of Births and Burials in Kingdoms, that 
there is meartheamatter equal proportion bertwixt the Birth and 
Death, of :.beth:Sexes, which is a proof thar they are born one fot 
anorher. Naw if according to the-obſervation of Naturaliſts; 
6e0000perſonsdouble in 200 years rime,and produce 1200000 
theſe 1200000 in 800 years time ought to be Nine Millions ac- 


cording to the o1dinary progreſs of Generation, Zut becauſe » abr: 
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number of- Ecclefiaſticks was not near fo great at the} 
time as at preſent, for the nearer weaproach to the 
dregs of Time, the more the Vermin multiplies; efpe- 
cially fince the Reformation, by which the Etmpire of 
Annchriſt wasſhak:n, and he endeavours to ſupportic 
by an extraordinary multitude of Guards and Penſioners; 
who are 1nche ſame Intereſt with himſelf; and morev- 
ver becauſe France was noihing near ſo well Peopled in 
thoſe days, as 1t hath "beep ſince, we thall cotntent out 
ſelves with a fourth'part of thoſe Nine Millions which 


þ we ſuppos'd tnight have been born in 800. Years time, if 


the Popiſh Clergy had Martied: Ler's ſce then to how . 
much that lofs 'mighr have amounted per eAmim, ac- 
cordivg cothe Valuation: which we might have made of 
the People of France 30 Years ag0; _ - | 
t have made it plain elſewhere, that without People a 
Countty is worth aothibg; and thar abour 3o Years apo; 
the People 'of | France mrghit have been valued at 150d 
Livers apiece one with another, ſochat the loſs of Two 
Millionsand 250060' Souls, ' which is the fourth parr of 
the Nitie Millions 'above: mentioped, that mipht have 
bren born 18 800 Years 'Time of che Romilh Clergy, 
had' they. beet Married; amounts 'to 3350 Millions; 
which being divided by $00, isabove Four Millions loſs 
exch Year,' and this'is ſ6 much the more palpable,” that. 
thoſe: Two Millioos and a half of People, being added ro 
thofe thar' were 'alteady' in the Kingdom, would have 
increaſed in Value; and have augrtienred the Yalueof the; 
Kingdom; andof all te People;*for the berter Pebpled 
a Country 18;the more Valuableir is, as is alſo every In- 
dividual'in the Kirgdom, fo that this occafionsan annu- 
al lofs of Four Milltons ar leaſt, one year with another. 
ARTICLE V, The'Popiſh Clergy poflefles one half of 
the Eltates Real and Perſoval in the Kingdom of France, 
which half about jo Yearsaga, we have'compurtd elſe- 
vrhece ar 200 Millions per afmuji; then iris to be noted; 
that thoſe Eftates are Mainmare; that is to ſay, ly 
dead, becaate they &an neither evgage pot alienar 'emg 
nbr imploythem-inTrade lo tharthey ate leſs adyanca-; 
181 ” | proge 
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Arttc:.e 11]. Mendicant- Friars in particular, are a very preat 
tharge co the Kingdom, all ofthem being abſolutely needleſs, 
whereas among the Secular Clergy the Biſhops with a few Can- 
nons,Curats and Prieſts,are neceſlaty & fit enough for the ordina- 
x yService of their Churchſuch as it is; and thole begging Friars 
are 10 muck more intollerable than the Endowed Monaſtries, as 
by their voluntary begging and lazineſs they are very chargeable 
tothe People who maniain them richly one way or - other. 
For ordinarily they eat the beſt, and drink abundance of Wine, 
whilſt many honeſt people who are uletul Subjefs in the King- 
dom, have- much ado toget Bread by their Labour. . Thole 
wretched Moaks ate al ſo highly injurions to the real poor, who 
are robb'd of fo much Alms as thoſe ldle Bellies ! receive. They 
are moreoveggreater Hypocrites, and more Ignorant than the 
reſt of the Clergy, and abundance of handſome Young Women 
chuſe them for the Conteflors, becauſ- of thei: ſeeming Devotion 
& Mortification, under which pretext they commit a dealof Un= 
cleanneis.1t's ſuppos'd that there are above 60000 of thoke Monks 
in the Kingdom let usreckon then that they coſt zhe King» 
dom, but- 6 d. a piece per Gay one with another, thar 
will exceed fix Millions of Livers per annum. . This is the leaſt 
they ſpend, for moſt part of them live in good Cities of Towns, 
where hey fare deliciouſly, but take care as much as they can to 
concealtheir good Chear, becauſe that would prevent the Peg@- 
ples giving them ſo much. I have ſeveral times ſeen divers Sputs 
full of choiſe Pullets, Veniſon and Wild-fowl roafting tor them 
in by Houſes, ( at a little diſtance from rheir Convents ) where 
the People followed that way of living, and they would tell me 
that thoſe things were ſent out of Charity to the Good Farhers, 
ARTICLEIV. Allthoke ſeveral forts of Fcclefiaſticks live Un- 
married, whereas ProteſtantChurch-men Marry forthe moſt part, 
and contributeto the Peopling ofthe Kingdom. 
Ecclefiaſtic'cs in France are compured as 1 aid, at 300c00, who 
being all of 'em Unmarried, they tender 300000 other Adult 
Perſons which Nature had deſigned 'em for Wives or Husbands 
uſeleſs for Propagation, If the reſt ofthe Nation {hould do thus, 
1t would be entirely extinguiſhed ia 50 or 60 years. It isobler- 
ved from the Regiſters of Births and Burials in Kingdoms, that 
there is near thematter equal proportion betwixt the Birth and 
Death, of both. Sexes, which is a proof thar they are born one fot 
another. Now if according tv the obſervation of Naturaliſts, 
6e0000perſons double in 200 years rime,and produce 1200000, 


thele 1200000 in 800 years time ought to be Nine Millionsacy _ © . 
cording to the o1dinary progreſs of Generation, But becauſe bet WEFs 
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number of Ecclefiaſticks was 


not near fo great at theft 
time as at preſent, 


for the nearer weaproach to the 
dregs of Time, the more the Vermin multiplies; efpe- 
ciaily fince the Reformation, by which the Empire of 
Annchriſt was ſhak:n, and he endeavours to ſupport ic 
by an extraordinary multitude of Guards and Penſioners; 
who are wwtihe {ame Intereſt with himſelf; and moreo- 
ver becauſe France was nothing near ſo well Peopled in 
we ſhall content out 
ſelves with a fourth'part of thoſe Nine Millions which 
we ſuppes'd might have beer born in $00 Years time, if 
the Popiſh Clergy had Married: Ler's ſce then to how 
mach thar loſs 'might have amounted per eAmum, ac- 
cordi'g tothe Valuation: which we might have mnade of 
the People of France 30 Years ao0, 

I have made it plain elſewhere, that without People 
Country 1s worth gothing, and thar abour 30 Years afo; 
the People of ' France miphr have been valued ar 1500 
Livers a piece one with another, ſo that the loſs of Two 
Mittionsand 250000' Souls, which 1s the fourth part of 
the Nitie Millions above: mentioned, that might have 
been born 19 800 Years Time of the Romilh Clerpy, 
had they. beea Married: amounts 'to 3350 Millions; 
which being divided by 800, isabove Four Millions loſs 
each Year, and ehis is ſo much the more palpable, that 
thoſe Two Millioos and a half of People, beirg 2ddedro 
taoſe that were alteady'in the Kingdom, would have 
increaſed in Value, 'and have augmented the Value of the 
\Kingdom, and of alltke People; for the berret Peopled 
a Country 15,*the more Valuableit Is, asS18 alſo every In- 
div:iduzl 1n the Kirgdom, fo that this occafions an zang- 
al loſs of Four Milltons ar leaſt, one year with another. 

ArTiCLE V, The Popiſh Clergy poſlefles one half of 
the Etiates Real and Perſonal in the Kingdom of F+azce, 
which half about jo Yearsago, we have compured e:le-- 
where at 200 Millions per atmumz then iristo be noted; 
that thoſe Eftates are in Mainmare; that is to lay, ly 
dead, becaate they can neither evgage por alienar 'em; 
nbc implopthem in Trade, fo thatthey are lefs adyanta-, 

FY proge 


fic for Commerce, Handicrafts, Husbandry, or Manufa- 
Qures,or that thoſeEſtates paſl'd by Inheritance from Fa- 
ther toSon,ſo that by neceſſary conlequence,their being in 
the hands of the Clergy, 1s very. much againſt the Gosd 
of the Kingdom, Hence alſo it follows, thatthe Eccle- 
fiafticks may well increaſe their own Riches art the Ex- 


gions totheCounry than if they were in the hands of Mer 


penſe of the People, whole Eſtates they arc able ro ac- 
quire, whereas the People can never make any Advan- 


rage of them, Theyarce morcover as ſo many Ulſurers, | 


and make profit from the Induſtry and Labour of the Pco» 
ple; by lending them Money art a great Intereſt; which 
IS very pexnicious to a State. 
bundantly worſe than the Jews, who ordinarly are very 
Covctous, ſpend little, and are great Uſurers, nor are 
theic aty Land-Eſtaites to be purchas'd from them, be- 
cauſc they ordinarly havenone. Yet they arc abundant- 


ly more profitable to a State than the Popiſh Clergy, 


becauſe diversof *em Traffhck by Sea, imploy Veſſels, 
Marriners and other People of Buſineſs, and do more- 
over maintain and-breed up Families. 

For our better underſtanding how prejudicial it is toa 
Stare to have a great part of their Fund or Stockin Main- 
mort, we mult conſider, that if al] the Riches of a 
State were fo, it could not ſubfiſt, asthe World is ma- 
naged at preſent, Trade, Arts, Manufactures, Scien- 
cesaud Induſtry, &c. muſt neceſlarly fall, all hope of 
advancing ones balf, or of acquiring Eſtates-by Labour 
and Induſtry, or* of diſtingailhing our ſelves from 0- 
thers would evanith, all People would by: this means be 
alike Wealthy, there would be neither Poor nor Rich, 
Knowing nor Ignorant; there could be no Subordinatt- 
on in any thing, and all ſhould be in Confuſion, Such a 
Nation would-be uncapable of making War, or defend- 
ing itſelf ; For a Neighbouring Nation whoſe Funds 
* ſhould ror bein Mainmort, muſt immediatly become 
- maſter of that Nation that were ſo; forby dividing 

their Funds. amongſt their Soldiers they would en 
courage all their Soldiers to rake Arms [againſt the 
ther Nation, aud to diſpoil. chem of-all. For _—_— 
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thoſe two Nations are equal in Number .of Men, and 
extent of Dominiens, That Nation whole Wealth 1s 
notin Main mort, and has more poor peoplethan Rich, 
| accordiog to the uſual courſe of the World, might make 
an Effort Twenty times greater than the other, lfecing 
eheir ſtock is ordinarly of zo times more Value than theic 
Revenue at the zoth perny. Sothat one very inconi1- 
| derable Nation might by this Method, eafily Conquer 
the whole'World, if the Wez2lih of all other Nations 
belides it ſelf were 1n Mainmorr, for as ſoon as ever they 
ſhould have ſubdued another, they would diſpoſe of their 
flock 1n favour of their Soldiers, and of all others thac 
ſhould foHow their Party, 
le that thould take place, there would be no ſuch 
thing as gerting of Riches, nor would there be any 
need of Money, but people would only barter ons 
Commodity agatnft another with therr Neighbours for 
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a tew days, and in very ſmall quantities, for the Ulc 
only of a few perſons. Credit mult cither be totally a- 
boliſt'd, orextend only ro a ſmall part of each ones 
Revenue, and only fora ſew Days or Weeks, and there 
would likewifebea neceſſity of aſſurance, that he who 
borrowed, was not already indebted to another in ſome 
parr of his Revenue, Who: then would rake upon bim 
the Trouble of adminiſtring Juſtice, 1t thete were.no E- 
ſtare ro be acquir'd for his Labour ? Or who is it would 
be Phyſician or Divine, .or ſerve the publick inany Sta- 
tion for nothing ? 
SUPPOSE that in ſuch 'a Country I have an Eſtate in 
Land, which I cannot engage, and TIhavea deſire to take - 
up my abodeina Neighbouring Nation, where their E- 
ſtates are not ſo diſpos'd in Mainmorr, and thatl have 

occaſion for Two, Ten, or 200081. in Money, for ſome- 
thing thar may be advantagious totheState, ormy own 
Family, as carrying on a Trade, opening Shop, &c. 
Who will lend me that Money, if I canvot Mortgage 
my Eſtate? Or ſuppoſel have Money tolend, to whom 
{hall I lend ic > Where are my Surcties, ſeeing no per- 
{on can alienat his Eſtate > Whereas when Man may 
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martgage his Eſtate for Kb Money all thoſe Fundg 
Enter inco.Commerce,every induſtrious and diligentper- 
{on 1mployes himſelf in hopes that ſome. time or other 
he may get ſome lhare of it, and rhus all is in motion, 
and citculats as it ought ro do in a Body politick, with- 
out Which ir ſhould vor be able to make uſe. of its Mem- 
bers, but labour under aciyil or policical palfic. The 
Soldier hopes to purchaſe ſome Eſtate one time or other; 
Mea of ingenuity and parts, if poor, entertain the like 
hopes, and therefore (er them(elvesto Buſineſs; a good 
Mechanick or Mariner doesthe like, and fo the reſt, for 
which there would be no room, 1f Eſtates were inalie- 

able; for 1n this caſe prodigality, liberality, covetoul- 
neſs, induſtry or id!enefs, could neither profit or husc 
ut, if there were no Riches, and by conſequence no 
Honour to be acquir'd amongſt Men. . 
Hence then ic is clear, That the Kingdom of Franc 
15 depriv'd of the uſe of one half of its Members, be- 
cauſe one half of its Subſtance is in Mainmorr, for the 
more of a Countries Wealth that there is ſo, theleſs they 
have of Activity, Motion, Commerce or Credit one a- 
Taong another, or with ſtrangers, . Hence it. comes to 
paſs, That Popiſh Countrics, who have a great part of 
their Wealth in Mainmort, cannor drive any confider- 
able Trade, .ev'n tho” their miſchievous Religion ſthould 
not h2ve anpeopled them, as it infallibly does, unleſs 
they have abundance more of ready circulating Money 
than other Nations, which have more Credit and Hopes 


for Trade, becauſe they have more Funds proper to be \ 


engaged in the ſame. Tho' there be ſome.Popiſh Copun- 
tries in {ta/ythat have ſtil a conſiderable Trade, as Ge- 
20a, Venice and Leghorn: This is occafioned partly be- 
Cauſe the Clergy is not ſo Numerous and Rich theie, 
and partly that privat perſons are forbid rhe putting ouc 
of Money to Ule, and that for the moſt parcin times of 
peace, Intereſt of Money does notexceed 3 per Cent in 
thoſe places, which obliges the people ro be frugal, and 
xa improve their Money in 3 way of Trade, withour 
Yhich Popery would reduce them low enough ina line 
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time. And yer cowitiading this, if all Proteſta nv 
Nations would fix the Intereſt of Money among ;hem- 
ſelves at theſame rare, they thould quickly engrcols all 
the Commerce into their honds, and in a little time 
thoſe ropilh people would come to nothing, for naturally 
Popery is good tor nothing elſe bur ito ruioKing/oms,and 
to render the Pope and the Ecglefiaſticks Maſter of 
it.--- :* : 
THz Banks and Lombards in thoſe Towns of Italy are 
alſo very uſetul ro them, bur after all, theſe are bur 
two orthtee Cities in that Country, which is no great 
marter, & which with all thoſe helps would be much leſs 
 conſfiderable,itir were not that they haveextended their 
Dominion in a manner over all the reſt of 1:aly,of whole 
Laud Eſtates they poſleſs a grear part by the purchaſes 
they have made, whereas on the other hand Fy ance and 
England are generally fiiter for Trade, and wirhuur doubt 
the Italians would be tour times more proper for itthan 
they are, and their Country abundantly better peopled, 
werc it pot for their Religion, and /taly by remaining 
Papiſt, would be much more unpeopled than 'ts, were 
icnot the Seatof the Papacy. but it is in ſome manner 
for its loſſes by the Popiſh Religion, with the Booty 
. which the Court of Rome draws thither from all other 
Nations, as thoſe who live'n the Neighbourhood of Al- 
grer are advantaged by the Robberies of that Neſt of 
PyLats. | | 
IT muſt be confidered,' That in a great State or Coun 
try, lecit be what ir will, and ler them drive what Trade 
they pleaſe, except it bein the Provinces of Holland and 
Zealand, the Real Eſtates are abundantly mote Valuable 
tor the Capital Fund than perſonal i ſtates, tho' the let- 
ter do very near afford as much Pevenue. Fur if all 
thoſe Real Eſtates wetein Mainmort, and could cot be 
_—_— the perſonal Eſtate would be abundantly more 
valuable, becauſe any Man whois poſlefled of (ach, 
might therewith purchaſe an Eſtare in a Neighbouring 
Country which ſhould not be ig Mainmort, aud where- 
he might diſpoſe atpleaſlure. v7 
| 0 
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Ir is allo certain, That how much Land Eftate ſoever 
any perſon may have, if his Eſtate were in Mainmorc, 
he could nor be {aid co. be worth ſo much as the real Va- 
Jlue of his Land, becauſc a Man cannot be accounmed 
rich, buc in proportion to that Eſtate which he haspower 
to diſpoſe of. It's true, That in 2a plentiful year, he 
ſhould be able to maintain abundance of Peopie, bur 
then all ofrhem would run the risk of being ſtarved in 
a year of dearth and ſcarcity, becauſe nor being able to 
alienac his Fſtate, he ſhould not have Credit to buy Pro- 
viſions; and beſides, thoſe people that ſerve him muſt 
needs be flayves, for none elſe would (ſerve him, but in 
hopes to gain ſomething; and what is it they could gain, 
When there isno Stock to be acquir'd, nor no Money, 
and if there were, it would be of no uſero them. 
SOME may pechaps imagine, That if there were great 
publick Store-houſes of Metals, Cloths, Linnens, Hides, 
and ſuch things which might be alienated, and pur- 
chas'd by Induſtry, either in wholeor in pact, thatihey 
mighrt ſcrve inſtead of rea} gſtaces, as to that Matter. 
Bur it is cafily perceived, Thar this could fatisfie none 
at beſt, bur the poorer ſort, who live frem hand to mouth, 
and nor aſpiring perſons, or thoſe of a refin'd $pirit, 


Morecover,exceptit were Steel and Iron, which are in. 


diſpenſibly neceſlary for the uſc of Life,Gold, Silver and 
other Metals, would be of little worth; for there be- 
ing no Commerce, Money would be our of uſe, for that 
veryReaſon;And as forithoſe otherCommodities above- 


mentioned, viz: Linnen, Hides, Cloth, © c. they are { 


ſo very apt to ſpoil, that they could nor be kept any long 
tirve; and beſides, with what ſhonld they be exchang'd, 
there being little or no Money, becauſe it would not 
be neceſſary, there being no Trade nor Eſtate to be a- 
Henarced, . 

FURTHER, if all thoſe real Eſtates were in Mainmort, 
and unalienable, there wavld be uo room for Induſtry, 
and by conſequence not the 10th part of the perſonal 
Eſtates, thar there are atpreſent. For as [ have aJrea- 
dy ſaid, Money would be uſeleſs, Navigation, Ships, 
| Merchans 
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-are always ro be had, eicher for a longer or ſhortec 
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Merchandize, and all MSvedbles, ſuperfluousz al Arts 
would dec2y; no man would work bur for his own 
uſe, and thar of his Family and preſſing Occaſions, Per- 
ſons of )igaicy and Honour, it there were apy ſuch, 
could not make any Figure or Pomp to diſtinguith them 
from others; andina word, the whole face of the U- 
mverſe would be chang'd, or rarkier turn'd upfide dow, 

Ox all Riches, Thole which are molt. generally de- 
fir*'d, and wi:hourt which theie could be no other, are 
rea] r ſtates, to wit, Landsand Hovſes, becauſe they are 
moſt profitable, durable and vifible, and cannot. be 
ſto]n; and beſides, they occafion their Poſſefſors to be 
moit taken notice of in the World, Theſe are things 
which cannot be wanted, whereas we may well enough 
be without moſt of the other things; and it isthe natu- 
ral and general deſire of all Mankind, toattain to ſuch 
Eſtates, which cauſe the ſubſtance of Society, Arts, 
Sciences, and Commerce. It it be obje&ed that in our 
time, there are abandance that love Money better, and 
prefer irco real Eſtates: I anſwer, That it's becauſe 
they know that therewith they can parchafe Houſes 
and Lands when they haye a mind tothem. But if they 
had never ſo much Money in a Country, where ſuch E- 
ftates could not be alienated, they would find them- 
ſelves very uneafie, and beperfeR Begpars; for where 
there*'sno Commerce, they would not know what to do 
with their Money, nor would they any way be taken- 
noticeof 

AccorDING tothe preſent poſture of Afﬀairs, a mane 
may buy or Farm an Houſe and Land for his Money»: 
withouc being oblig'd to any body, becauſe ſuch things 


time, andthat there is a flouriſhing Trade amongſt Meng: 
for whichthere could be no place, if all thoſe eſtates- 
werein Mainmorr. 

AT preſent we may reckon Kingdoms and States, as* 
to the Capital Stock, and as t@ the Revenue of this Stock, 
we may reckon all the rel and perſonal eſtates of a' 


people; and of every particular perſon apart ; We: can* 


now” 


G 24') | =" 0 
now fix the Value of an CE Nation, at a certain rate; 
but all theſe would be worth nothing, if real xſtares 
were in Mainmort, becauſe there could be neither In- 
duſtry, Commerce, Revenue, nor Money, &c 

As for exampl-, I have valued clſewhere, the Reve- 
nues of all the tſta:es, Real and perſonal, of France, 
and the Fruits of che Peoples Induſtry alrogether at 1000 
Millions of Livers per eAmnmm; and the whole itock 
therein, comprehending the people at zooo0o Millions, 
At 20 years purchaſe, an41 likewiſe in England, I have 
valued the ſame ſtock and produtt at 550 Millions of Li- 


vers per Anzum, andthe whole itock therein compre 


hending che people at 11000 Millions at zo years pur- 
chaſe. But it all theſe Eſtares were ia Mainmort, they 
would not be worth the 10tb, nay the 20th part ſo much, 
nor indeed worth 2ny thing. but the preſent enjoy ment 
of the people, who would be very few in Number, as 
I hare already ſaid, andlike ſo many Savages, having 
neicher Commerce, Arts, Manufactures, Sciences nor 
Money, as has been often ſaid; for no Man would 
work but for himſclfand his Family, aad that roo bur 
from Hand t6 Mouth. Theſe and many moreare the 
inconycnicnces, that would tollow upon having all E- 
Rates in Mainmort, | 

FanvDs and Houſes are in a Stare when they can paſs 
from one hand to another, like BiJis of Aſſurance vr good 
Security, which ate worth as much or more than Gold 
and Silver, when thoſe things can paſs by way of Com- 
Mmerce, there's leis need of Gold and Silver, and other. 
perſonaleffets; and it this were not ſo, there would be 


an immcdiat Obſt:uction of Tommeree, and the State. 


Muſt fall:into a Conſampion. Hereiv 1t is, That the 
want of publick Regiſter in England. is very prepndicial 
to the Trade' of the Nati:n, becauſe for want of this,, 
thoſe who would Traffick with diverſe perſous that have 
Eftates, which might be purchaſed, dare not vencure u- 


pon it, for fear that thoſe Eſtates are alrcaly engaged ro. 
vthers, which for atime bas the ſame cfie&, io thoſe, 
pacricular perſons, as ifcheir Eſtates yrete in Adatumorr; 


fe 
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fo that the Publick and te ip FRONT abubdantly 
by this means, befides the numerous Suits, which are 
thereby occaſioned; ſo'thar 'ris neirfier taffc ro [ell chem, 
nor to borrow Money upon them. * And hence itis ob- 
ſerved, That in the Town of Taimtoj, where there are 
publick Repyſters tor Lands and Houſes thereon depend- 
ings and forſuch Eftares as are Morgap'd or not Mor- 
| gag'd; Tharthat Town isina floutifting Condition fot 
that very Reaſon. ke 
Bur tho' che want of publick Regiſters be a very great 
/ diſorder in England, yer it comes tar ſhort of that which 

25 occaſioned by xftares veing in Mainmort in Popiſh 
| Countries. Por in the firſt place, 'thiS thay be remedi- 
ed when the Nation pleafes, whertas ih Fopiſh Coun- 
tries the Popv and the Clergy, who tyranhizt there, and 
make their own Advantage of rhoſtdiforders, would ra- 
therovertnea a Country, than ſufter any Reformation, 


thoriry, furh as the preſent King of France, undertakes 
it} Inthe next place, thoſe dubzous Funds in england, 
are nor perhaps rhe 16th patt of thoſe in' the Kingdom, 
neither arerhey conſtancy teft out of Commerce, as are 
thoſe of the Popiſh Eectefiaſticks. Ant laſt of all, it's 
well known, that this is no effeT of the Proreſiane Re- 
ligion, as the diſorder wherevf wenow Ipeak, is cer- 
tainly an effect of the Romith Religion in France, | 

But ſore perhaps may fay, That Enrails are allowed 


:t that head,” unleſs Privites of great Power and An- 


yu all Countries;}which hindersthoſe tha enjoy ſuch E- 
ſtares fromijalionating them; Jv that they cannot enter 10+ 
toCommerce ſo long the Entail Taft, & that by the ſame 
| reaſon the PopithClerpy, may alfo enjoy #ftares that are 
inaltenable without any great inconvenience, 

I Anſwer, That thoſe Entails don't rake place, but 
where Men can't do better, that it is an inconveni- 
exceand not an indifferent thi; but beſides; ir is ngt: 
uſualfor the Entzil ro'be perpermal,ouly for 2 lictle rimies 


| for as foon as the Children, tio whofetavour it is made, 
| þecome Maſters of chic Eſtate, it reraurns' again ihro the 


publick Cotnmerce, and may be Morgag'd and aliehar- 
qd, aud paſs from one hand co ativther, eithet in whole 
| F, wr 
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o7inpart, 2. Thereis notperhaps the 260th part of a-| 


ny.Conntry {@ cntail'd allat once, aud there's nv reafon 
co doubt, but iga well govern'd-State, where the Gover- 
novis have ſy ftficient Authority, they would figdia Re- 
medy for thoſe Evrails, if there were. roo many ot them, 
and that they wapld find out ſame ;other Mcrhod for 
enſuring the Eſtate to Infants or Heirs, without haviig 


eheEſtate'curtoff from the publick- Commerce. 35 Buch 


beſides, Thar th;s is not ſo common; it mutt be agre-| 
ed, That there's much more Reaſon ro have regard to 
poor innocent Children, whom, a Father that's an ill 


Husband, might ruine, and who may one time or os” 


ther, be very uſcfulco the Publick, who are moreover 
recommendable for . the ſake of. their Grandfathers, 
Grandmorthers,, or other Anceſtors, whoſe Memory'is 
dear ro the Publick . Lay, there's more regar#to be had 
ro thoſe Infants, :19: whom that Eſtate ought naturally 
and lawtully to be tranſmined by Hereditary Right;thbn 
to Ecclefiafticks who bavepno vatural nor acquir'd : op 
to thoſe Eſtates; and who are beſides unprofitable foi 
the moſt part,-.to, a ſtare, ſcandalgus perſons, audin 
whole hands, and thoſe of their Succeſſor:, the half 
or more of the Wealth of a Nation, 18 always toremain 
cut off from publick Commerce. | 
But perhaps ſome Opinionative perſons may ſay, Thar 
ro carry on the, Trade of a Nation, 'tis enough that the 
half of the Wealth of a Country is not in Mainmort, 
which is juſt as much as if be thould ſay, thar it is n 


good to have.the halfthe Body Paralitick, - and depriv'd 
of the uſe ofhalf of its Members, as not to be ſo ar al}, 
becanſe they ſtill live in that condition; -But who is-it 


that doth not perceive, that itis a diftemper'd: and lan-| thof 


ouiſhing condition, and that in ſuch-a caſe, a Man car- 
not do half the Buſineſs that he might do, it he were in 
perfect health, | '" 

IT cannot be reaſonably denied, That the more Vi- 


ovrous a Bedy is, the berter it docs work; fo thar the | ploy 


wore CreCit there 18 10. a Nation; the moreall its effe&ts 


4+ in Mation; the more. AKS, Induſtry, agricutcure| they 
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and Commerce flourith Y War and the Country becomes 
populous in-proportion, What a mighty diſorder rhen 
does it occaſion that all rholſe Monks ard Pricſts { who 
are the Subjeas of a Foreign Prince, feeiÞg they have 
taken the O:ths to him, aud whois moreover of nece(- 
firy the Hereditary Enemy of the Stare) ſhouid be thus 
with all their WeHrh; fequeitree,” from the State, in 
; Teſpe& of all thoſe things, wherein'they might be uſe- 
ful toit, viz: in regard of Impoſts, and the. Charges of 
the Stare and Trade;as ?1fo 1n regard of Propagation, and 


"Obedience tothetr Sovereign, asother Subjects; that they, 


I fay, ſhould be no otherwiſe umted to a State, but io 
astorvine it, andentich themſelves by irs Spoils. | 
Let us ſuppoſe the Eſtares that are in Mainmortzmong 
the Eccleſiaſticks; pofieſſed by Merchantsor Tradeſmen, 
the Commerce would have been much greater in France, 
and by conſequence the -Kipgdom ſhould have beca 

more rich and potent.” | 

LET us ſuppoſe, thar they had been'in the hands of the 
Generals of Armies, Collonels, and other Military Of- 
ficers, who like rhe' Turkiſh Timariors, thonld entertain 
upon thoſe Eſtares, '{o'many Thouſands bf Married Men 
as might cultivar them,” What In incredible eaſe would 
that give to the poor People, who ſhould thereby be re- 
liev'd from the Burden of Maintaining ſ9'may Troops; 
what increaſes of People, and what" Riches would nor 
that produce? Or lec vs ſuppole, That thole Eſtates were 
:1@ poſſeſſion of people of Quality, or, others who 
either had ſery'd, or might ſerve the 'King in his Camp, 
tho notinche manner of Timariot , they would ſpend 
thoſcEſtares in the ſervice of the King, by doing him 
Honour at Court, or generouſly in fine Buildings, Sculp- 
tures,” Paintings, Gravings, or other Magnificent Curt- 
oftties and Ornaments, which would embellith and ſer 
oft the Provinces and Towns, make Arts to flouriſh, im- 
ploy a vaſt number of People, and fauſe Money to cir- 
culat inceſlant]y from one hand to another. © Or ſuppoſe 
they were poſſeſſed by Laicks of all Ranks indifferent- 
ly, asthe other half ofthe Eſtates]of the Kingdom are 
E 2 as 
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at preſent, and thatasto other things the Government 
{hould remain oa the ſame footing, as it is at preſcar, 
( which however i5not much to be deſired.) The King 
in that caſe ſhould migatily increaſe his Revenue; the 
Officers of Juſtice, of che Policeor Viſcipline of Cities, 
and thoſe of the Tieafury, as alſo thoſe of the Impouſts, 
and all their prain, would ger twice,as much Riches as 
they do, except their number ſhonld be Augmented in 


propartion; In which caſe the King would beentich'd 


by the ſale of great namber of places, It's:rue, the 
people ſhould always contivue miſerable ttthey were as 
much tax'd 1n proportion, byt the Kings, Reveuucs 
would be doubled. 

Nay the yery Name of Mainmort imports, that thoſe 
Eſtates in ſuch hands are unpcoficable to the Society, 

I have enlarged a little upon this Article, beyond 
what I intended, becauſe it 15 of the higheſt concern in 
Politicks, and.that1 have met with ſeveral Men of parts, 
who did not rightly apprehend the mulchict of having 
ſo much Wealth in. Mainmorr, 

ARTICLE YI. relates to thegreat quantity of Plate 
which they bavein theix Churches and Couvents, andin 
thoſe places they call their Treaſuries, a&$r. Demis near 
Paris, Notre Dame ds lie{{e, aud des eArdilieres, and other 
Placczof that nature. This one ſuperſtitious aud foolith 
cuſtom, muſt needs have robb'd the publick Commerce 
of diverſe Millions, at ſuch time.as the Clergy had a- 
maſg'd a great,quaptity of ir as betare this War,, which 
was the true cauſe thar a great part of it was melced 
down by the Kjng's Order. Suppoſe thatin the whole 
it had not exceeded 20 Millions, that would have at leaſt 
amounted to ſeveral Afillians amonglt the people per an» 
2. However, I will nattake upon.me to decermine 
hoy far this loſs extended, becauſe | don's know what 
quantity of Place, they had, for the Popiſh Clergy never 
_ the ;ruth in thelc caſes, ayd very ſeldom. in any q- 
thers. 

 ARTicE VII. Relatesto the conſtant practice of their 
Clergy ip hoazdivg up Money, which isof morcimpor- 
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rance than the preceedingArticle,for ſecing many ofthem 
poſleſſes great Revenues, & ate veither allowed ro Trade 
nor to Matry, and by cooſequence have no lawful Off- 
Spring, they do ordinarily be:ake themſelves tothe amaſe 
ſing otvaſt Sums of Money,under the pretext of providiog 
for theirNephews &Neeces as the popes dp,& they don't 
provide for them neu her, for tlie moſt part.cill atrer their 
deach, wiich is doubly prejudicial ro Commerce. lc hath 
moreover been the con{tant Oblervacion of ſuch perſons 
that they are very coverous, and don't loveto give Almg 
ro the Yoor, alrho* they be thereunto obliged by the in- 
rention of their Founders; fo that iaking out cheir Ava» 
rice torgranted, which1s inſeparably anuex'd,and natu- 
ral to that ſort of People, together wich rh@ir (ordid 
Principles of Farſimony, ar leaſt in all cheir Communi- 
nes, where they ſpend linle in compariſon of their vaſt 
incomes, tho! at the ſame timethey cat and drink a grear 
deal; Theſe things, I1ſay, being taken for granted, as 
rhey are certainly :rue, there's ground tro believe, that 
all cheir Clergy rogether, Secular and Regular of borh 
Sexes, might have conſtantly,beforc this War, ar lcaſt 50. 
Millions of uſeleſs Money to the publick. intheir Cof- 
fersor the hands of the publick Notaries. Whence *cis ea-. 
fie toperceive, that the publick loſt confiderably by this; 
Money, which in Commerce, won'd have. brought a-. 
bundanceof profit to the Kingdom, helped to pay Tax« 
es, imployed abundance of people, and contributed a; 
propagation. 


\ Tris Article muſt certaioly amount 1H ſeveral Millions; 


I will not determine how many, but withour doube 


leaſt | this, andthepreceeding Article; are to be reckoned ar 
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8 or io Millions loſs per annum acleaft. 

ARTICLE V[LI. Relates ro the Ridiculous Feftivals 
that they obſerve; wherein the poor Idolatrous People 
loſe their rime, beſides the Debaucherics which rtl1s a- 
buſe occaſions ind'{penſibly in Popiſh Countries, which. 
together can't be reckon'd ar leſs rban 5o Milliops of Li. 


{.cheir vers loſs per aznum. For ſuppoſing thatthe induſtry of. 
mpor- the Nation might haye been formerly valued at above 
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600 Millions per azmum, asI have made it appear elſc- 
whezte, ifit were not for the abuſes of Popery, whereof 
this is one of the molt prejudicial : Suppefing, Ifay, 
there are above 50 working days loft in a year, by Fe- 
ftivals 10 general,;withour reckonivg Sundays and ſome 
remarkable Feſtivals, that would be the 6th part of the 
peoples Induſtry loſt, whichamovnts to 100 Millions per 
annum. 'We mult alſorake notice, thac beſides thoſe 
oencral Feſtivals and holy days, there are many part- 
cular Feſtivals, viz, Thoſe oteyery Pariſh, who have 


their particular Saint, whoſe [mage they adore accor- *® 


ding to the Doctrine of their Councils, the Feſtivals of 
Saints for every Proteflion, Trade and Diſt- mper, when 


rhey practiſe the like, the Feſtivals of Beaſts 'or Saints : 


that are Patrons of Beiſts; fo thar there's much above 
rhe 6th part of the peoples Time loſt, 1 confeſs that the 
Time of thoſe Holy-days, is.not abſolutely loſt, for then 
they mind Houſe keeping, dreſs Vicuals, and take care 
of their Cattle on Sundzy, ©. and ſome other profi- 
table chings are done, as Traveling »y Land and Sea, 
and Mariners are imployed on thuſe days as well as 
others; which to obſ-rve-by the by, 1s ſtill a great ad- 
vantage, that Proteſtants and Trading Nations have a. 
bove others, who havenor ſo much i rade by Sea, Bur 
rhen if we conſider that thole Holy-days, debauch rhe 
People, teach them b2d habits of Idlcnels, Diunken- 
neſs, & Immodcity, which hinders ther from working 
on other'days,ruins theirFamilies,occations abundance of 
Diſorders, Quarrels, Diſeaſes, Fires, and the Death of 
Inany people; one may cafily perceive, that the Pam- 
mage occafion'd by theſe Fettivals, amounts to above a 
300 Millions per anrum, and in effect, as men do gene- 
rally uſe thoſe days, they look more like as it they 
were conſecrated ro the Devil than ro God. Maſters 
ſuffer very much by this Libertiniſm of their Servants 
and Apprentices; and the poor wiyes at home are griev- 
ed, to conſider that their Husbands are at the pubiick 
Houſes, where they ſpend all thar they had gained in ſe- 
veral days, and will come home drunk,apd perhaps beat 
them into ihe bargain- IF 
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If icbepretended, That Men work: the better, and 
are the more vigorous the days after the Felliival, be- 
cauſerhey have h2d ſomercit, that may be true as to 
ſome of the toneſt people, but as for the greatelt pact, 
it hath a contrary effte&; their Idlencſs aud debaucbery 
m2kes them lole thofe daysaud many others, and if all 
of them don't debauch themſelves on thoſe days, 
rhey ſped chem atleaſt in Races and upprofirableWalks, 
which fatigues them more chan their ord:nary Work, 
and tothote who are of aregular Temper, thoſe Holy- 
days are perfet!y irkfom. God whois wifer than Man, 
hath appuinced bur one day 1a feven as a day of reſt; 
nor that I would reproach thofe Chriſtian Nations, who 
have bura ſmall number of 3oly-days, that I think tol- 
terable, provided there te no excels in their number, 
as there is an horrible exceſs in the Popitſh Chnrch, -L 
am really of Opinion, that the diſorders above-menti- 
oned; which are the reſult of, or inſeparably annex'd 
to thoſe Feſtivals, do almoſt as muck miſchiefas the Ho- 
tv days themſelves, and experience thews us daily, thar 
there's mote inſolence ana diſorder committed on one 
Holy day than on Tice others, and thar by an ill habir 
they contra on thole days; they dolikewiſe break our 
in profaniry on the L-rds day, and moſt Maſters of Shops 
in Towns, complain, rhat they cannot find Journey-men 
to work the day after Holy-days, nay, nor on Mun- 
days, becauſe of the Sunday precceding, the Rabble u- 
fually difordeting themſelves ſo much on thoſe Holy- 
days,tharthey caunot work the day after. I rake no no- 
rice here of the diforders and debaucheries that are com- 
mitted at their Midnig!ic Maſſes, | 

To this I may Joyntheir loſs of Time iD theit Scanda- 
lous Pilgrimages, 1 being known that ſometimes they 
g0 as faras Romeand Loretto, and St. James de Compoſtells/ 
in Spain, &c. and nowand:henas tar as Jeruſalem, Re- 
{ides, they loſe abuudance of time in Shrieving or Con- 
feſling themſelves, and ar their Anniverſary days, Alhs" 
Wednelday, &vc. and by carrying their pretended Sa» 
&tament or God about every day, by four peilonsats 
time 


Fr ( 32 ) | 
time, beſides the Prieſt who holds it in his hands; and 
this is pethaps in 50 places at once in ſome great Cities. 
They loſe alſo abundance of Time ip their daily Maſles, 
which are ſaid without any ſhadow of neceſſity, but 


meecrly to ſubfilt the Popes Troops in the Country at the 


Charge of the people. They have moreover their privar 
Maſlcs forthe cure of their Cartle, at which every one 
who is intereſted is oblig'd to aſſiſt. They loſe abun- 


dance of Time atall thoſe Follies, of which 1 might make Þ. 


an Arricle a part, as alſo their , Ambarvalia and Rogarnoen 

_ * FPeeks (which they have borrowed from thePagans,as they* 
have done moſt ofthe reſt of theirReligion)by which they 
think to procure Rain, or divert boiſtcrons Seaſons, 

when they threaten their Corn. And this loſs of Time 

is ſo much the more ruinous to France, Thar there are a- 

bundance of more people io it antic for work propor- 

rionably, than in E2gland, viz.. Lawyers and.other Ciyil 

Officers, Clerpy-men, &c, 


ARTICLE IX. Relates to the $ums which the Pope ): 
draws from France every year, under different Deno- | 


minations as Anares, Bulls, Diſpenſations, In\ulgmces, 
Reticks, Proviſions, eAgnus Dei, and Conſecrattd Grains, 
all forts of gxpedttion, Conſecretions of Prelats, Di dications 
of Churches, Jubiles now and then, bcth at France and ar 
Rome , &c, which 1s ſo much the more ridiculous for 
Prazre tocndure, thar the Nation ſince many Ages, has 
hot had greater £yemis than the Popes, and y:t the Mo - 
ney drain'd out of the Kingdom by 1115 means, amorn:s 
to diverſe Millions Annually, Mr: de Silly Su: inten- 
danr of rhe Finances, nnder Henry the LV; having. well 
examin'd the Marter,found char in that Time the Pope got | 
every year one with another, above fourMillions of Livers 
from France; *nd fince that Time it has donbled at leaſt; 
ſeppoſe ic were but 6 Millions of Livers per azmum, 'tis 
$20 Millioos iti zo Years Time. 

ARTICLE X. Is concerning the &reaz Surms which 
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the Cardinals Protetors of France, and diverſe other Ro- 
miſh frelars, who are Penſioners of Frange, belid:s the 
Kuighrs of Miiths, &e.” draw Yearly out of the ge 
om 
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.Jom by benefices which they poſleſs in ic, This amount” 
alſo-to ſeveral Millions yearly. | 

ARTiCLE XI, Relates to to the Tapers, Wax Can- 
dles, and O1l that 1s fpent in their fooliſh Superſtitions, 
aS buruing them before Images, Statutes, Hoſties and 
at Funcrals, ©c, which did tormerly colt the Kingdom 
of France perhaps 8 or 1o. Milliens per eAnum, the 
greateſt part of the Wax being imported from other 
Countries, and for that which 1s the produc of Fraxce, 
ir muſt be alſo reckoned, becauſe it is as unpr ofitably 


a ſoents as if they ſhould take the. Wine and Brandies 
| which1s rheir product roo, and that they ſell ro Strang- 


ers, and pour it out upon the Ground. I don't reckon 
. here the Locenſe which they burn to tictle purpoſe, be- 
cauſe thar 1s no great matter, and is grateful to the ſmells; 
neither dol t:ke notice of rne Ornaments and Raimene 
of their Statues, [mages and other Idols, becauſe they laſt 
long; nor ot their Myſterious Veſtments, adorn'd 
(with fine Lace, of Linnen, Silver or Gold, or Gold- 
'Fringes, or Imbroidery, with which their Prieſts are 
deck'd, when they perform what they cali Divine Ser- 
vice. - Nor dol take notice of the great Quantity of 
wiichis ſpent in their Multitude of Maſles dai-- 
ly, becauſe it nourithes thoſe that drink ir; nor yet of 
the!r Waters or Conleccrated Hoſties, that they keep, 
tho'it be ſo much Flower loſt: So that I content my 
ſelf here,only ro reckon the loſsof their Tapers and Oil; 
which I do verily believe, including theirloſs of tifne,in 
making or lighting their Candies, and cleaning andlight- 
ing thetic Lamps amounred.to 8 or 10 Millions per an- 
num. 

} Theezpenſe of the Waz?Ts moreperceptible toabun- 
dance of Feople than that of their O11, and eſpecially ts 
Proteſtants who don't go often into the Popiſh Churches, 
becanſe they have ſeen 1000 times in thEStreers, 'andar 
the Gates of the Churchos, prodigious quantines of _ 


r Ro- 
s the 
Ung- 
dom 


great long Tapers, Flambeaus and Torches, burning all 
ar once, Whereas they don't ſo mnch ſcethe Conſump= 
tion of the Oil, Bur onthe contrary, the Papiſts will 


£ judge 


34 : | 
judge that the expeaſe of che Oil is much greater, he- 
cauſe they ſee in many Churches, 10, 15, or 20 Lamps 
burniog all at once, nighe and day, and in truch]l am 
of Opiniongthat theExpeule of the Oit is the greater, To 
convince any Man that it was great, let's ſuppoſe there 
were oniy 200000 Lamps .buraing continually in the 


Churches, Monaſteries, Convents and Chappelsof the | 
Kingdom, betore their pretended Sacramem, their I- | 


mages and Statues 1n the middle of the Churches to en- 
lighten the Night, . whether they be fed with Oil of O- 
live,oil of Rape or other Fat; yec 'tis known that for the 
molt part they ſpend the beſt Oil, which 1n many plac 


* -1s broughta great way by Land, is very dear, and M4 þ 


tentimesthe principal Trade ofthe Grocers, and Warx- 
Chandlers in Cities, is to furniſh Oil ;and Wax for the 
Churches, Funerals and Proceſſions. 

I amof the mind, That the leaſt we can reckon for 
everyLampin 24 Hours is 2 d.which at the rate of 200000 
Lamps, amounts to 20900 Livers per day, which is al- 
moſt 7 Milhons per annum for Oil alone. There at 
many Lamps which ſpend above 6 d, per day in oil, 
where it is dear, or the Lamps great, and have a larg 


Wick, and caſt a greatlight. It18to be confidered, that 


there are 27000 Pariſhesin the Kingdom, * befides wha 
1sin the new Conqueſis; and that therearc few Church- 
es, nay, cveh in the Conntry, but what have two 


Lamps; and that ib Cites there are Churches that have] 


10, I5, 20, or aboye, continually burning, beſides 
whiatarein Monaſteries, Convenis and Chappells bo 
in Town and Country. There are many places in Franch, 


as well asin Span, Portugal, Italy, and other Coun-{. 
tries, where thoſe that Iight the Lamps in the Churches] 


. maiprain theic Families pertely, by robbing the Lamps 


thi 


of their Qil, and giving our that it is drunk by Night- 
Owls. | 


Ps to the War, after having conſidered in well, I]PFEtc 
believe that tormetly it amounted to noleſs than 3 Milli- attl 


onsof Livres per Amnum; which would in whole amount 


t@ 10 Millions; but this I ſubmit to the Judgement offY W 
4 WT, ſuchf9 
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lfe, 
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'm | ſuck who are more throughly acquainted with thofe 
To | things than I; bur if ir ſhould not amount to above g 
ce | Millions, it is ſtill a confiderable loſs io the Kingdom. 
bel ARTICLE X1I. Concerns their Lent, Ember-Feeks, 
_ and other Faſt days, as they call them, viz. the Friday 
and Saturday of every Week, with the Orders of Monks 
n- | and Nuns, who are nevcr allowed to cat Fleſh, Eogs 
O-| nor Butter. All thoſe thiags occaſions abundance of 
Miſchiefs, which I ſhall bere preſeat to view, that we 
ay be better able tojudge of thegreat prejudice done 
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» To the State by this ane Head, which is of the gceateit 
7ax-| conſequence. 

the 1, By this means great Summsvf Moneyateexport- 


for] fiſh, white and Red-Herivg, Salmon, Pilchards, Sar- 
oool dines, &c. It's certain, that formerly there were ſe- 
$ af.| veral Millions, above 6 atleaſt, went our of the King- 
are| dom every year for Fiſh. If it be ſaid, thar the French 
for a con{iderable rime, have fith'd Cod enough in New- 
found-Larnd, Itis however certain, that *tis not many 
years ſince they bought that ſort of Fiſh from Foreign- 
ers, and as for the other ſort of Salr-fiſh, they buy them 
almoſt, wholly {till from roreiguers and Proteſtants. 

2 Theſe Superſicions prevent the breeding of many 
 Cat:le of all ſorts, and likewiſe of Fowl in the Kingdom, 
as there would be otherwiſe, becauſe for. almoſt one 
half of the year they dare net eat any Fleſh, which by 
} neceſſary conſequence diminiſhes the Revenues of Land. 

3. For this very Reaſon of the want of Fleſh, it is 
impoſlible that a Country can maintain and breed up' ſo 
many people, becauſe next!ro bread,there's nothing: does 
{o much nouriſh aMan asFleſh, nor any thing thae renders 
him ſo proper forLabogr andGeneration. They: muſt}nor | 
11, 1Pretend co tel] me, that that Land which is fic for feediog 
attle, is fic for other things, and that what they. loſe 
the one hand, they gain is on the other, for .'tis ve- 
y well known, that =_ are many Grounds pzoper 
or Cactle, Paſturage and Hay, thar are fit for nothing 


ht of 
{ucts 


lfe, andon the other hand,ſuppoſe that thoſe Grounds 
| bb F 2 Wer 


ed out of the Kingdom for dry and freth Cod, :Stock- 
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were equally fit for Corn, Wirc or Wood, as for breed- | 
30g of Cattle, 'tis known that the profit of Cattle is the | 

reateſt, . 1 have known ſeveral Quarters of Francethar'| 
abounded with Meadows along the Rivers, where a 
Load of Hay weighing 2000 |. weight, and diawn by 
{ix great Oxen, and ſometimes two or three Horſes join. d.- 
go them beſides, was not worth above rhree Livres, and j\ 
ſometimes not above 2 and a half, which would not have | 
been ſo, bur for their Lext and other Faſt-days. 
4 It is known that the- profit of Carle comes with | 
leſsexpenſe and Labour, for the Cattle g0 Of — | 
x0 the places where one would havethem, and io ſave 
Carriage. | | 
5. Icisalſo known, That Cattle when they feed, are 
at work for their Owner, without avy necd of his being 
reſent with them, ſo that he may apply himfelfro ſome 
other thing. | LE 
6. A-little Meat with Bread, nouriſhes better than 
three times as much Bread alone, 
7 Carile give Riſe to abundance of tmportant Man 
factuces, that imploy and afford Subſtance to great 
numbers of people, iuch as Wools, Hides, Horns, Snet, 
Butter, Cheeſe, ec, © ( 
$,: This want of Cattle makes Meat dear to thoſe 1m-| 
played in Manufactures, and other Handicrafts, as alſo 
xo Merchants whom it coſts a great deal dearer ro Yidtual 
Cheix Ships. _ + - | | | 
9:.Ithikewiſe occaſions the dearneſs of Candle, Buy-| 
ter, Cheeſe, Eides, and Wool, g&rc. in a Re. = 
which isan hindrance ro Mechanicks, Trade, and Pro- ; 
c 
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Pagation, and makes other Proviſions dearer in General 
Than'in thoſe Countries where thaz Superſtition 1s uns 
_— It particularly occaſions the dearneſs of Bread,] 
eeauſe the people for want of Fleſh-meat are obliged] | 
to .cat abundance of Bread; This-want'of Cattle occa-] j; 
fiousalfothe laying out of great ſums in Foreign Ricey yp 
_ Higes, Suer, Butter, cheele, and Far-or Greaſe for 
Coaches, and other Carriages, - |. « 
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10: Thoſe extrayagant Superſtitions are the cauſe of 


 Maladies and Diſcempers, Languiſhings, aud of the 


death of an infinuz number of poor people, and of infirm, 
Aged, and ſcrupulous perſons,to whom Meat would be 
more proper than any thing elſe, and yet they capnot 
have that Rehief, becauſe they either cannor or will not 
give it chem, 'or that they dare not ear it, becauſe of 
the Scruples that the Idolatrous Prieſts have form'd in 
their Minds, ſa that they ſuffer extreamly during thar 
time, and abundance more people die in that Seaſon 
than in others. Fhis Superſtitious Lent falls likewiſe 
preciſely out at a time when theHusband-mzan,and other 
Country people labour very hard, abour digging their 
Vines, Dunging their Ground, Sowing their March- 
Corn, and manutring their Gardens; ſo thar the -caſ- 
ants are in much the worſe conditiontro work, that they 
are il] fed, not being. allowed to eat Fleſh-mear, and 
their Garden Stuff betog many times (poil'd by the hard 


 Froſts in the Winter, 


11. Beſides this the Lent falls juſt at the end of Win- 
rer, whenthe Poor Sickly and Ancient peeplc have (uf- 
ferred more than they do 'ordinarly at other $seafons, 
and inſtead of recovering ſtrength as they would, or 
mighr do,, were they allowed.ro eat ſuch good Mear 


. as the Seaſon affords, avreſh Eggs, Lamb, Veal, Kids; 


Pigs, Oc. inſtead of that, the Lent compleats their ru- 
inc and kills them. SER : 
12. Lent,and their other pretended Faſt-days,and their ., 


' Monks and Nuns that never ear Fleſh, deſtrey all the 


Fiſhin the Rivers, without a poſlibility of being ſtock'd 
again, nay, they hinder thoſe of the very Pdads from 
coming to matutity, or a competent grouth, 

 _ 13. Ir nccafions abundance.of people to. loſe their 
time by Fiſhing 1n thoſe Rivers, without almoſt: catch= 


ivgany thing, becauſe they will have Filh,, and can have }. 
no other bur ſucb. \ 

14, Lent occaſions the loſs of the Advantage and In- 
come of Epps, which are good at that tiime, and they 
don't know what uſe ro put them to, audafter Lev? they 
are Either too -old, orofno Value, II 


15 It's 
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is. It'sa ſhame to human nature, «o ſee thoſe Excel. 
fes which the poor Idolatrous Papiſts are guilry of, dur- 
ing thertime of the Carnaval, when they conceive they 
have a priviledge to dithonour, violat and degrade their 
Nature, by all ſorts of Infamy, Exceſs and diſordcrs, 
and by their Maſquerads and changivg che. habit of their 
Sex, to make themſelves amends tor being condemucd 
by theic Prieſts to cat no Fleſh during Lent; and when 
rhar 1s over, they beheve themſelves Authoriz'd again 
ro commit the like Riots at Eaſter, which is ſo much the 
more dangerous to the health of many people, that they 
feed flenderly before, in hopes of being ſooner delivered 
trom the Fire of Purgatory after cheir Death. 

16. Lent, and other Faſt-days which the Prieſts com- 
mand them to obſerve on pain of Eternal Damnation, 
makes them diſrel:ſh and Toath all Sea and Shell Fiſk, 
and are the cauſe that there are fewer Mariners and Filh- 
ers than. otheiwiſe there would be, becauſe people do 
without compariſion eat abundance leſs of Sea- fiſh than 
other wiſe they would do, and by this means the Kivg- 
dom loſesa great Advantage,and an ineſteemable Reve- 


" nue, -which Nature preſents tothem without trouble 


and Charge. 
17. The Country people thrayghout the whole King- 


dom, loſe abundance inthe rifie of Lent. of what they. 


might reap from their Calves, Lambs, Kid, Pigs, and 
other young Animals, that are bred' during that time, 
and have for the moft part necd of the Milk of thezr 
Dams; for either the Peaſanrs muſt diſpenſe. with the 
want of that Milk whicl;. does highly incommode them, 
or Clſc thev muſt throw part of theſe Creatures to the 
Dogs. - They loſe elfo by thetr Pou'try, which they can 
neither Ear norfell, and yet muſt keep them, tho' many 
timesthey have pot Corn to feed *em, 

18: The Gountry people do many times loſe part of 
their great and {mall Carcle by the Lexi, forif the Wiu- 
ter be long, andthe Spring backward, and they have 
pot gathered rogether abundance of Forage the year 
foregoing, their Cattle die of hungery which would _ 

e 


« 
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' be ifthey were cither alllowed co ſell them to the Butch- 


er, ortocat them themſelves. 


19. The Peaſant nor daripg to cat neither Fleſh nog | 
« Eggs, becaule they are forbid to eat them under the no- 


iivn ofa great-ſin, and having vo Fifh ro ear, becauſeit 
is ſcatce and dear, nor Roots, nor Herbs, becauſe the 
Winter has deſtroy*d them, they are oblig'd to maintain 


themlclves by the Milk of their Cows, which occaſions _ 


their Calves deing ſtarv'd, and is partly the cauſe why 


. the Caitle are fo poor in France, as this occaſions an 1f- 


credible prejudice to the Kingdom. 

20. There's more counterfeit Devotion at thar time 
than at others, which exhauſts the Purſes,and. waſtes the 
time of thoſe poor Ignorant people. | fay nothing of 
thoſe Monſtruovs Opinions unworthy of God and Man, 
which thele baſe and fooliſh Superſtitions do nouriſh and 
maintain, as if jt were more pleaſing ro God, to ſee 
people eai Fiſh or Pulſe than to eat Fleſh, and ar one 
time rather than anotber, I ſay I won't ſpeak of thoſe 
things here, for that belongs more to Divines than to me; 
for all theſe Reaſons above-mentioned and others, I 
make no ſcruple to ſay, that the keeping of Lent does 
above 5o Millions of Livres prejudiceto the Kingdom of 
France fer eAmum. 

AND being upoa this Subject, it may not pe: haps be 


_ Unſeaſonable ro confute the errors of thoſe who fancy 


that Lent, and other Faſt-days are advantagious to a Na- 
tion, becauſe fay they, it ſaves abundance of Cattle, puts 
people vpon fiſhing, and conſequently to the getting of 
more profit by Sea, rhan they would otherwiſe do, and 


' by that ſame means 2)}ſo, more Seamen are bred, I 


confeſs that Lent and Feaſt-days are ufetol! to ſome Nati. 
ors, not by ebſerving them chemlelves, but by ſelling 
Fiſh to thoſe who do ſo, as the Engliſh, Scots, Datch, 
ec. who farnifh the zrench and others. | 

Ix Englard the Nation was quickly fenfgble, that the 
keeping of Lent was a miſtake in Politicks, for after Lent 
had been obſerved therea while, ſince the Reformariony 
on pretence of ſole (ſuck political Reaſons, 'as the en- 
Ccourage- 


(.40 ) : 
couragement of fiſhing, &c. they ſoen leftir off, be: 
cauſe they toaud ir did more hurt than good, They ſaw 
43t did not 1ncrceaſe the number of Scamen, but rather di- 
miniſh'd chem, and that chere was not more -Fiſh raken 
and ſpent, but rather leſs, by reaſon that people being 
under that Servitude, were dilgulted with it,. aad did 


eat it apainſt their will upon the very Fiſh-days, and- 


could noc ar all cadure it at other .times; whereas they 


Ear icar all Times indiffereatly. now, and there's con- / 


ſtancly good (tore of all ſorts ro be tound at the xith- 
Mongers, as well Sea as freſh-water xiſh, and all. forts 


than Meat, may pieaſe themſelves, which they could nor 
.do, if they were tyranically commanded to do it. Be- 
fides, xiſher men could nor -then make their conſtant 
Trade of fiſhing bur only inLenz, and about Fridays, and 
Saturdays, whereas they both can and do fiſh aCtually e- 
very day. *'Tis true, France does not afford ſuch plenty 
of xJeſh-meat as England, butthis muſt alſo be granted, 


That the people in France who have Means, do not feed 


fo much upon Meat, even on Fleſh days, as they call 
them, as the Englith commonly do;* and beſides, mt 
partot the French have not wherewith re do it, But L 
ſay furcher, That traxcels in greater want of Fiſh than 
than of xleſh, and tbatthere would have been xleſh e- 
nongh inthe Nation, it Lene, the four Ember-Weeks, and 
other raſt-days, andthe Orders of Monks and Nuns had 
not been ſer up by Superſticion, for this occaſfion'd ane- 


pleft in breeding of Cartle; and even at preſent, tho' 


molt of the Kingdom lies deſolate, there would be Catle 
enough, if Lexr weoce aboliſh'd, and Lands not abandon- 
ed;and iho* rraxce 1s at leſs expenſe now, as tothe buyivg 
of Foreign Fil;', than it was before the War, yet it 
ſtill expends very great Summs that way, tho'the poor- 
eſt ſort of people 10the remotelt Prov inces from the Sea, 
ſeldom taſtE yiſh of auy ſort, and even yery- razely of 
Fleſh meat. | | 
RuT leſt any body ſhould imagine that I.conttadit 
my ſelf, in ſaying that the people of England don't ea® 


leſs 


of shell-xith; ſo that now ;thoſe who love xiſh better rv 
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leſs Fiſk fihce the obſervation of Lzne, but rather mote; 
and: that I pretend nevertheleſs, that the notice of inch a 
Superſtition does prejudice to the Revenues of Landin 
France, and hinders the Breeding and Conſumption of 
Cattle; Iſhall anſwer that ſpeciovs Objefion; 1 call it 
ſpecious, becauſe ic ſeems thac if fs be the aboliſhing of 
Lent, and other Fiſh days in Ezpland produce that effe&, 
that more Fiſh js eaten 10 it ſince, it would ſeetn to fol- 


. low, that leſs Fleſh-meat ſhould be conſutm'd, and fo 


conſequently it Lexr, and other pretended Faſt-days were 


+ aboliſbed in France, more Fiſh would beeaten, and leſs 
” Fleſh deſtioyed. Ianſwer, thar there is no real Contra- 


dition in what I have aflerted, but only aſceming 'one, 
andtbar alſo ro thoſe who donor weigh things rightly; 
my Reaſon is this, thatin England the people have always 
and art all Seaſons, plenty both of Meat and Fiſh; no place 
in the Kingdom being very remore trom Sea, atid there 
being many Rivets full of Freſh-Water-Fiſh, and the 
Tide coming up a great way in many of thoſe Rivers, 
the Sea- Filh1s conveyed ihto the Country ata yery ſmall 
Charge. They have allo plenty of good Cattle, ſo that 
they may atall ries carthat they like beſt, or find cheap- 


4 Eſt, without chat Ayerſionwhith the Tyranny of Impo- 


ſition occafions, when they are commanded upon Eter- 
nal Damnat1on to eat, or not to eat ſuch and ſuch things, 
at ſuch and fuch Times, whereas France is generally 
much more remote from the Sea, and Fiſh hers very 
ſcarce or dear, Now in thoſe places ar a great diſtance 
from the Sa; if jt were not for the Superſtition of Lexr 
and other Faſt-days, as they call them, in thoſe places 
they. would cat much more Meat than they do, and 


_ more al{>e than isxaten on Sea Coſts, where Fiſhis more 


p:entiful and cheaper, and conſequently they ſhould 
breed moreCaitle, More Fiſh would alſo be caten inthe 
Sea- Ports and other places near the Sea, than is eaten ar 
preſent, ifir were not. for the Tyrannous Impolitions u = 
pon their Conſciences, which forbids them to cat Meat 
at ſach times,znd creats in moſtjparr of thetn,a kihd of ab= 
horiency of -#ifh, which = are forred te cat, and 


lixnes 
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hence it cames to paſs, that leſs r11h is taken in the Sea» 
Ports, than there would be, were it not for this Syper- 
RKicton; andleſs Catile 18 allo bred in the Countiy than 
would be, were 1: not for the ſame Abuſe, which for- 
bids the _ of Meat above five Mouths ia the Year 
and (o puis al 
thoſe that live near the Seaare diſguſted at Fita, which 
Nature and Providence affords them very cheap, n«ys 
almoſt for nothing; which would be a great Treaſure 
to them, if 1t were not. for the Tyranny impos'd upon, 
them, audthoſe who live in remote places of the Coun- 
try, and have an oppoitunity to breed abundance of Cat- 
tle and eat Meat very cheap, ate forced to abſtain from, 
it,, and loſe thar great advantage, tho? they cannot have 
Fiſh bur at a very dear rate. | 

IT deſerves l kewiſe our Obſervation, That France bas 
Joſt canſiderably in reſpect of the profits they made of 
their Cattle, by expulſion of the Proteſtants, becaute 
they bought in Lext.thoſe young Cattle, Poultry, @c. 
in the Towns and. Countries where they liv'd, which o- 
therwiſe had beca lott or very chargeable to the Owners. 

AxTicts XII relates to the injuſtice, Violence 
and Spiritual Tyranny ofthe Popiſh Clergy, which cauf- 
eS anuneſtimable dammage ts the Kingdom of France, 
This Spirir.of Injuſtice and inbumanity, which is eſlen- 
tial to Popery, was the cauſe of the laſt War, which 
they kindled ſecretly, and ofthe laſt Perſecution, and of 
all che Maſlacres and Civil Wats that have been in 
France, That ſameSpirit. of Violence ſets them, when» 
ever they meet with Princes obrox'ous to them, to per- 
ſecure all thoſe withthe utmoit tury, tha: differ from 
them in their Opinions. though they haye no other 
foundatiun: for them, bur their own Ambition, Pride 


and Coverouſneſs, that Spirit. 1 ſay, of Injuſtice has | 


been one of the great cauſes of the Ruine of France. TL 
feave itto the World tojudge, whether they did not take 
advantage of the Ambition of that Potent Prince, who 
was perhaps poſſeſſed with the defign of 'an Univerſal 
Monarchy, to make hira believe thatinwas convenient 

for 


things our of . order; for by this means, - 


, 


| 


_.tooblge imo do all what we know, he did; 


bg 
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for him, an order to atrain his End, to deftroy the Re- 
formation 1n England, Holland, #rance andall otherparts, 
and uuder that pretcnce io bring King James, who was 
known cobea bigoted Prince, ito the ſame deſign, and 
'Tts b 

ſuch Mtthedsas theic, tharthe Courr of Rome ruins all 
the Princes and Srates of Chriſtendom, wher ſhe is in 
any way aftraid that chey will grow too Potent, rhen to. 


. be (ure, the 1wfpires them by her Emiflaries and Confelſ- 
ſors, with fach Deligas, as will lay them deſolsre, and 
_vapeople their Country, when atthe fame time the 


have no multruſt of any lack thing. I ſhall not offer to 
compuce «ke dammage done by rhis Article, at any cer. 
tain Summ ot Maney, for every one may cafrly perceive, 
T hat this is a Fountain of invumerable Miſchiets, 
ARTICLE XIV. ſhews plainly how ruinous the Pop- 
iſh Clergy is to the Stare of France, in this, That they 
conttibuce little to the great Charge of the Nation, tho? 


they euyoy the half of al{ Eſtates Real and Perſonal of the 


Kivgdom, acd ought conſequently to pay as much pro- 
portionably tothe King, as thoſe do who pofleſs the o- 
ther half of the Kingdom, Forthe Clergy, even ax pre- 
ſenc, ſcarcely pay 10 Milfionsof Livres towards the 200 
Millions, which the King has exacted every year from 
the Nation, one way or other, fince the War; That is 
0 ſay, that the Clergy and Religions Orders, as they call 
them, of France, who make up perhaps 300000 Sonls, 
enjoy as muc{ Revenue as 8 or 9 Millions of other peo- 
ple, chat may ſtill be reckoned to be in the Kingdom of 
France, Or a2S much as was enjoy 'd by 13 or 14 Millions 
thac might have been in it 3o years ago, and that the' c- 
vety one of the Clergy, and ſuch like Religious Pcrſohs, 
have one with another, as muck to ſpend now, in Rela- 


{ ion tro the Revenue ofthe Real and Perſonal Eſtates, 1s 


40 or 50 other perſons of the promiſcuous multitude, }. 
caken one with another, that yer for at{ thatrhe Clergy, 
and thoſe Religious Orders taken in bulk, dotrt bear 2- 
bove the 207b part ofthe Charges of the Governmenr. 
To this m2y be added, That before the War; when the 
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King did raiſe by the ordinary Papokion; 132 Millions 
yearly, befides the Caſualities,. as they rerm them, that 
did amount ſome years to 50, 60, and 70 Millions, the 
Clergy did not pay above 5 or 6 Millions yeatly; for the 
Poll-Tax, by which they were obliged copay 4 Milli- 
ons per eAnnum during 5 years, was cſtablilhed fince, 
ByT that we may the better comprehend how much 

the Clergy is eaſed above all other Subjects of the King- 
dom, it muſt be kaown, that the Officers of Judicature, 
and other civil Officers inthe Natian, asthoſeof the xi- 
nanrces, civil Government and others, who all purchas'd 
their Offices ata very dear rate, the Farmers of the Im- 
poſts, with all their dependants, and the Clergy them- 
ſelves did coſt the people altogether, above 200 Millions 
of Livres yearly, aboutzo or zo years ago, beſides the 
other yexations and lofſes of Time, which they ſuffered 
by continual Wranglings at Law, Oppreſſions and De- 
predations of theirGoods by the (aidOfficets,or by theSu- 
perſtition of the Clergy; ofall which Vexations, Loſles 
af Time, and other Calamities, as the Marches, Coun- 
ter-Marches and Quartering of Soldiers, if they had been 
free, they might have probably ſaved or carned 100 
Millions per eAnmum more, but thoſe Idor't reckon, be- 
cauſe they turn'd to na bodies Account. Now the Cler- 
gy is not only free from all thoſe Miſchiefs and loſſes 
of Moncy and Time, to which the other Subjects are 
obnorious,but they likewiſe ger Money'from the People, 
and plunder them by their falſe Devotions, . and a Thov- 
ſand new ways ſuggeſted by their Covetouſneſs, abutirg 
the peoples Credulity, endeavouring continually to in- 
yolverhem in greater Ignorance, that they might domi- 
ncer over them more eaſily, and ſo difpoilthem. *T1s 


very well known, that the Officers of Judicature in- (0 


dulge the Clergy much more than they do the other Sub- 
jets, and that the Farmers of the Impopſitions have lir- 
tle or nothing to do with them. The Clergy are more- 
over reſpeed and feared by the Lawyers, and maintain 
ſome Judges, Advocats, and Attorneys, who are their 
Fenliongrs, There ig not one Community of Religious 
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Perfons, but what have Penſioners 1nall the Notable 


| Tribunals where their buſineſs lies, who order ig ſo, that 


they gainalmoſt all their Suigs at Law, how unjuſt ſoever 
they be againſt the Laity, who have neither ſo much 
Money, nor ſq great Protection as they. ' Then by the 
help of a Father Titler, which they have in every Com- 
munity, they forge falſe TicJes every day, and this they 
account a pious Fraud, as well as the falſe Donatives and 
Legacies, which they often preiend to have been be- 
beſtowed upon them- Inthis manner they bereave the 


, poor Lairy of their Eſtates by the Favour and ProreQtion 


they find one from another; for they ftard by ene 3no- 
ther as Thieves do, and are all of them ſuported by the 
Pope, who has a ſecrer influence upon their Aﬀeairs : 
And many times they are alſo ſuppor:ed by Courriers. 
Then asto the Farmers general and particular of [mpo=- 
ſitions, and their Servants, the Romiſh Clergy, is not 
expoſed to their Robberies, becauſe they are ror obnox- 
ious to the publick Taxes; but on the contrery that ſort 
of Men are obnoxious to the Clergy, for they flatter 
them with the hopes of a Pardon for all their Exfortions & 
Robberres, if rhey will but employ them to ſay Maſſes, 
make them Preſents, or enter 1nto their Fraterniries and 
p?y them forit. Nor dothey ſuffer by the cheating 
Tricks of other Fcclefiaſticks as the reſt of the Subj :ts'do, 
for gue Raven never picks ourthe Eyes of another. 

THrs ERates, Farms and Tenenis of the Clergy, are 
moreover ina berter condition than thoſe ot others, be- 
cauſe their Landlords are better able to ſupport them; ſo 
that their Houſes and Lands are always in better ordery 
and tock'd with the beſt Cattle of cheiLand. 

Tax Cleroy moreover are vot liable ro be forced ta 


' buy newTfhces, norto loſe the old ones, as other Sub- 


jefts are, or to buy Letcers of Nobility, nor are-tl:ey 
cruſhed with ordinary orextraordinaty Faxes, nor with 
forced Loans tothe King, .nor with quartering of Sol- 
diers, whereby ſo many Thoufands of other People have 
been every day plagued; nor are they obliged co go tg 
War, nor tothe Arrier-Ban, by which means ir comey 
£6: 
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to paſs, that the Clergy, who are for the moſt part bur- 
thenſom and unproficable ro the Nation, nay even to 
their own pretended Church, are free frem all the Cala- 
miries under which the uſeful Subjects groan. I grant 
the Curats and Country Pricſts are fo laden with Tazes, 
that they can hardly ſubGilt, yer chey fare a gieat deal 
betcer than the greaieſt part of che Laity who formerly 
had Eſtates, which now they have loſt by che Taxes, and 


arecharged with Debts and Children beſides. Whereas + 


tho” ihe Prieſts be never ſo poor, - yer ſtill they have ſome 
Bread lefc them without auy toil tor ut, tor chey neither 
Labour nor reach, nor arc bound to doany Work bug 
whatthe dulleſt Peaſant miphtde, 2t he could bur read 
and had Memory etough to learn by long practice, how 
to handlethe Muſquet; for the Maſs-Trade can be learn 
as calily. They enjoy a Church-Laiving gratis, which 
they neuher merit for their capacity nor Services, nEi- 
ther had they icleft chem by Inheritance irom their An- 
ceſtors, nor can they be ſeized upon far Debts, I graut 
'cis but reaſon they ſhould live by their Trade, fince rhey 
go that which the people would have them ro do, huc as 
for the grear numbers of rich Monaſteries, Convents, 
Ec. which contribuce liitle or nothing to the Govern» 
ment; is it not ridiculous they ſhould eijoy che half of 
all che Eſtates in that Kingdom, and not pay the 20th part 
rowards the ſupport of the Government, of whar the reſt 
of che Natjon pays; For, as I have ſaid before, thoſe 
wealchy Clergy-men pay almoſt nothing of what ihe 


Clergy pays in general, all che Burden tajls upon the lit- \ | 


tle Curats and Priefis, whoare left without Protection. 
What Juſtice chen is ic that the diligent and laborious fore 
of people in a Nation ſhould periſh, and be deſtroyed 
like Vikims, meerly co fatten the lazy and idle (ort of 
People, and thar ſo many Millions of uſeful Subjects 
ſhould be ſacrific'd ro ſuch luggilh Belly-Gods, We can 
never enough bewatl ſuch Blindneſs as this, nor exprels 
gil che Miſchicfs which ſuch Iojuſtice brings aloagwich at, 
Ta1s very thing alone is capable of ruining the King - 
gom by degrees; lt ic be objected that the Kealohialiicks 
W1io 
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who poſleſs ene half of it, are not ruined; 1 Anfwer, 
they are properly ud more 2 part of the Kingdom, rharn 
& Cancer is which devours the Body that 1t feizes on, of 
thasz ralfic which renders diverſe of the Members ofthe 
Body alcicfs. cat be 4 part of the farrre; and this is {6 
much the wruer that che Clergy), 2s I have already faid, 
icknowledge the Aurhoriry of, and have ſworn Obedi- 
eace toanother Soveraion Prinee, who muſt of neceflity 
be a natural Eaemy to France, becavufe of the Ufarpat- 
onsthas he hath made, and defigns ro make on that King- 
dom, in which he camo. maintain his old, nor make 
Rew Wiurpations, Without enfeebltng the Kingdom frotn 
thme ce time proportionably, 2s he fees 1s power, and 
the Ao:borny otche Kings 1ncreafe,, and to thisend he 
ſerves himſelf of his Ecelefiafticks, who under a Cloak 
of Rehgion, have atrain'd a mighty Cretiit, andare main- 
rain'd onthe Fat of rhe Land, ar the Expenle of others; 
and that which is a wondertn] thing, have their Gene- 
ralsin great number, and Garriſons to all Cities, confiſt- 
ipg of diverſe Regiments of diftereve Liveries, that is 60 
ſay, the diftereme Orders of Ecclefiafticks, who under 
Spiritual pretences, enjoy the Temporal Eſtates of the 
Kirgdom, keep Princes and Subjefts nnder the ropes 
Yoke, and (oconftirure one formidable Empire within 
another, Imper:um in 'mperio. 

It is certarn, tho”it can't be denied that the Taxes in 
France areexceſlive, that 1+ the Clergy had comribated 
proportionab]y tis rheir Revenues with the reſt of the 
people, the Kingdom had been worth one balf mote than 
'tis, except the:Fing had augmenred the Taxes in pro- 
portion, andin that cafe he would have almoſt doubled 


. Wis Revenues. If the Clergy had paid the ſhare they ough: 


to have paid of Impoſitions, rhe Kingdom would have 
becn much leſshatras'd aud ruin'd thaw it is; fo char this 

Arucle reaches. a great way throughouethe Kingdom. 
THAT WE may the better underſtand it, ſuppole that 
any man havrwo $3Javes or two Carriage- Horles of equal 
ſtrength in bis poſteffion, capable of working, or carry- 
ivgconftderablet Burdevs, it is certain if he work m_ 
£quUaiy” 
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equally and load neither of chem above their Ability; 
that both of them may hold our a long time; bur if heo- 
vercharge the one exceſlively, to caſe the other, that 
which is overloaded cannot hold our, but muſt languiſh 
bydegrees, and become unable either for Work or Car- 
Tiage, Excepr it be little or othing, and does quickly 
dic. Suppole then that it does not hold out above half 
the Lime that ir might have done, had it been treated as 


the ocher, or that 1t does not work half ſo much as it Þ-Gic 


might havedone otherwiie, there is one half loſt, or if 
it hold not out, or work not above a 4th patr, that is 
three fourths loſs, Thus it is with the people of France, 
they are muck els profitable to the King and State, than 
they would be it the Clergy bore one half of the Charge 
of the Kingdom as they ought to do., Ibelieve this Ar> 
ticle may amount to 40 or 5o Millions per ,Annum, For 
beſides the Taxes from whence they are exempted, they 
are not ſubject, as 1 have already laid, to any ot the Ver- 
ations Which a:e commitiedin the Levying 'em, nor to 
| WIE; ot Soldiers, norare they pillag'd by Civil Of- 

Icers and Farmers general and their Underlings; buc on 
the contratrary they pillage them. 

ARTICLE XV, Relitesto rheir Praticeand Morals, I mean 
thole of the Clergy; this occaſ:ons an infivit number of Cumes 
which are commited without ſcruple; nay, they think 
they merit Heaven by the Commiſsion of them, for they a(t 
them by a Principle of Conſcience. 

Tut Miſchiets which they have committed on the Accourit 
of their pretended Religion ate' to be afctibed rotheir Morals; 
"They have Conſecrared and Canoniz'd FPerfidiouſneſs, Cruelty, 
Aurther, the Raviihing of Matrons and Virgins, and the Steal - 
ing of Children and Eſtates. It is not caſfie to, compute this Jofs 
in Monev, burall people of Senſe muſt needs perceive that this 


- if þ 0 
does ruine or vey much incormode Trade, Arts, ManufaQures, 


Navigation, andall fort of Handy-lbabour; for the Periecutors 
as well as the Perſecuted ſuffer incredibly thereby, without men- 
tioning the valuc ofthe Men and Women, whom they Maſlacre 
and kill in a hundr'd manners, either all at once or gradually. 
This doth mozcover occaſion a general and ineredible Corrupti- 
Dn in the whole Nation, for 
comftuitted oothe azconnt gf Agligion, which of all things » 

ine 


Þ 


people perceiving that the Crimes |. 


2 0- 
hat 
iſh 
aſs 
kly 
lf 
] as 
S it 
C1 

t 18 
ucez 
han 
reve 
AT- 
For 
hey 
ex- 
7 to 
Ot- 
ON 


can 
mes 
ink 


a(t 


,urit 
ralss 
Ity, 
eal- 
5 lofs 
this 
ares, | 
1tOIS 
nens= 
lacre 
ally. 
uptt- 
11mes 
gs in 
the 


('49:) | 

the World ought tobe the-moſt ſacred are not punilh'd, 
but applauded--and rewarded by 'the Clergy, orat theit * 
ſuggcition, :by, thoſe who' govern: them, they -readily 
conclude,' That if it be-lawfulto commir-ſuctrthings for 
the good of the Church, it-1s more lawfal ro commir 
them for other- ends. | 

By;this means the people become deſperatly - wicked: 


\ 


atthe heart, and if they wetre' not) affraid of Secalar Ju- 
ſtice, would become a meer Society of Thieves and Rob- 
ders. - That we may the better underftan$chis, ſet us 
{appoſethat-the Civil Magiftrate-ſhou{d”aprove' Crimes 
1a thelame mannety- promiſe: Heayen ro the Criminals, 
and reward themalſo-in this -Life, as the Gletgy: have 
compenl{azedthoſe who were the moſt zealous 1 com- - 
mitting all, ſorrs of cruekies -and- indighnittes againſt the 
Proteſtants; I ſayy if #be Civil Govetnment:ſhould thus - 
countenance the Deſtruction of Horefſt :afid Subſtavrial 
Menz.all-hamane Sociery mult be farchwith Grftolv 'd and 
unable to-fubfiſt,, - Or otherwiſe let us-ſuppodlſt; that a 
multicade of Villains ſhould: prevath over Mani kind,” and 
commirallimaginable:Crimies ourofa Principleof Con- 
ſcience, in qrdes to oblige Men to faythatthey believe 
| 20 0110h49-;2 Tre6y a Shove arihn Horſe: arc adoreabley rand 
deferye the; worſhip winch the PapiſtredlH-D#liz and Le 
triay as well as God,: ant force therh-inreffedteo invoke 
and Adorechoſc Creagpres; :andthatthis numerous mul 
tizude of Villaivs ſhouldi'caltbemſclve& infallible ar the 


ſame time, and by: all-ſortsof Craegley arid: Torture; 
force people toi acknowledge them av/ſtich,” and thac 
noae dur. oppole'\them: on pain of loſmguheir Liberty; 
Eſtate,'-Honour and+'Life, whar' unfpeakable:Diſorders 
- would- this occafion-in:a +State > For Homett Men who 
would not be giilty.of ſuch .unbecomng air onmanty 
practices, ſhould-be aan perſecuted; putrodearh 
by their Ordess,& the mulcitude would thido themſelves 
- oblig'd to takefpariy-with thoſe Villainsp:0 avoid theit 
own «+Ruinz..and for fear of becoming fuſpectedto thole 
'Wretches,' becompes — themiclyes «5. 
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Bur the Divine. Providence' hath not permittred hn- 
mane Juſtice ro be depfav'd io that height, as is the Re- 
| Iigion of the Church 9f Rome, which is abundantly more 
wicked than the moſt wicked of Men, and herein it is 
directly oppokite ro ather Religions, which tho' they be 
wicked m themſelves, do nevertheleſs reach better Mo- 
rzals than thoſe of the people that profeſs them; where- 
as on che comrary, -the Laicks of the Church of Rome 
arc mote honeft and leſs Viltainous than their Religion. 
I think ic proyer alſo ro obſerve in this place, that ſet- 
ting alide the intereſt of thar whtch they call cheir Religi- 


on and their Church, which relates wholly and finally | 


to the profitor Ambition of che Ecclefiaſticks; the Cler- 
4] of the Church of Rome conſider'd, as to their Civil 
Life, are not much wickeder thaw their Laymen, as I 
have already ſaid, which proves that the Devil Reigns 
principally in-chat Church, in regard of the Legiſlative 
Authority of Popery, as it relates rothe Aﬀairs and Inte- 
reſt of iheir Religion and Church, that 15 to ſay, of the 
Pope and his Guard of Penftoners or Carchpoles. This 
excepted, I have known many honeſt enough- Men of 
then Clergy, nay, even of the Jeſuits, whoſe Condu&t 
as to Civit Life, was near the matter as good externally 
asthoſe of their honeſt Laicks. Avd there are-diverte 
petſons who affureme, that how abominable ſover the 
Court of Rome may be in general, astheir Principles and 
Marzims have been for ſeveral Ages, yet there are Pre- 
lJats, nay, even Cardinals among them, who have very 
good Moral Qualities, and are Perfons of Merit. 

_ AxKTICLs XVI. relates to that Spirit of Defpoticat Go- 
verament, with which the Church of Rome inſpires Prin- 
ces in regard of their SubjeRs. .' This is it tharhath pro- 


duc'd the ſeverity of the Government of France, which - 


hach ſo much; comributed to the Deſolation of that fine 
Kingdom, . The Jeſuits eſpecially do-infuſe it in Prin- 
ces, Who are ruled by chem mot only in matterg of Re- 
ligion, bu: likewiſe to affairs of Political Governmeur, 
by adviſing them ro make nſec of the moſt abſolute Au- 
thorky, becauſe that how much themore the _ 
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whom they Govern, are kd rin'd and fear'd. of their 
$ubjets, ſo much the moreare the Jejuits their Turors 
Authoriz'd and Dreaded allo. France ſmarts, at preſent 
under the effects of this; and England has bur lately eſcap'd 
the like danger. That Spirit of Tyranny. which 
makes up a great part of the Eflence of Popery, 
is yet more peculiar to the Society of the Jeſuites,. than 
ro any other in Popery, and1t is known, that the Princi- 
ples of their Order, as they call it, do give their Gene. 
ral an abſolute and uulimiced Power, to command and 


#t> to do whar he liſts, wherein they are to render him a 


Blind-fold Obelience. It's alſo known, that they look 
on the Popes pretended Monarchy over the Univerſal 
Church and World, robe the moſt perfect Pattern of Go- 
vernment, in aſſuming to himſelf che Authority ro de- 
ſtroy. all Nations and yerſous in Sou] and Body, -that op- 
poſe his temporal Intereſt | 

' The Church of Rome reaps great advantage from this 
Diſpotical Power of the Princes of her Communion, for 
thoſe Princes being Govern'd by their Confeſlors, who 
are govern'd by Rome, the more Authority thoſe Prin- 
ccs have, the mote the Pope hach over all the Kingdom , 
& then this great Authority of the Prigces is:imploy's ro 
oppreſs thoſe they callHereticks,both within apd with- 
our cheir Dominions, and to purchaſe more Slavesto the 
Pope; or otherwiſe, they ingage them in War for humb - 
ling. ſome Popiſh State, that the Court of Romewould 


, havebrought low, and many times wich a Defigu to ru= 


inc that very Prince, whom GT lo engage in War. For 
it is highly the Iateceſt of the Court of Rome, that their 
Neighboutipg Nazions be kept poor, becauſethat Spiric 


» of Bondage, Slavery and Ignorance, which is (o uſeful 


and agreeable to rhe Religion which they impoſe, is nor 


conſiſtent with rhe Liberty of a Rich Pcople, and the 


Popes are conſtantly afftraid that if the Dominions of 
choſe States and Princes thatare ſubjeR to him, be very 


populous and rich, they will at ſometime or other ſhake. 


off their Yoke. Fj 
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THIS is it they had AI by inſpiring the French 
King with -a defign toruta his Proreftant Subjets, ſo 
. manifeftly cantraty to the-rrue Incereſts of Fr axce and the 
Kings *Henour. ' "That ſlamewas the reaſop of their eh- 
»Epging him in-a War agairft ſo many Fotentats, all ar 
Once; tathe-end they might weaken him, 'and prevenc 

| bis ſetting his thoughts upon Erterprizes a- thouſand 
rimes more great, glorious andſprofitable,ſuch as thar;of 
-gelivering his ownKingdom fromthe ſlavery of thePope, | 
and ſo- many fooli{bSuperſticions of Popery,of, which the 
honeſt - Papiſts themſelves--are athamed; and alſo tha 
they might prevent. his ' puſhing ' on his "Conqueſts 
onthe fideof Italy, where he might have made War with 
- much-more ſycceſsand advantage, than againſt ſo many 
powerful States, and ſtrong Towns as he had to ren- 
counter elſewhere. 

ARTECLE+X VII. relates to the Incontinence and 


"Field, -and mych might. be (aid ppon it, but, many Au- 
-thors haveenlarg'd on this head already. 11's kgoawn to 
..every-body by Experience, that the Celebacy of that 


Whoredom of the Romiſh Clergy, which.is alarge { | 


- wretched Glerpy is the ſource of an Univerſal and loath- || 


; forImpurityamong them, and that the leait Crimes 
.commigtedby thoſe of that Order, are Furnications and 
Adalteties. 'Tt's well enough known thar their Divines 
-xeach,” that 'Sins againſt Nature of cvery ſort, don't rea- 
deraiEcclefialtick Irregular,- bur, Marriage does, and 
that cheir:Caſuiſts'do continually cram their Books with 
Excenuations of thoſe Crimes, and add. more and more) 
'Fewel to the impure Flames,” by their obſcege Queſtions, 
-and the Niceties and Subtleties they haye found out io 
.\gdvanceand increaſethoſe impure Pleaſures. 


f1t 'i$4lſo known,” Thax the Pope, Aythorizes publick | 


Stews, ' and-proteRs them, 'in order to draw a canlidere- 
able Revenne - from them; but it is. not ſo ygriverfally 
knownz'thar ro advance the Reputation of thar .Crimes, 
- which indeed is-not accounted any by the Court of Rome» 
The Papes wiltnor ſuffer 'any Women to proſtizute them+ 
{elves unleſs they be Chriſtians, and therefore by = 
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der of his Holiueſs, -Jewiſh,” Pagan and Mahometan 
Women, who have a-mind:o ſer up that Trade at Rome, 
1e | muſt firſt be Baptiz'd, This makes it the-more reliſh- 
h- | ingrto Anci-chriſt to think that Jeſus Chriſt is thereby the 
at | more offzaded.. ' But ſeeing che Church of .Rame 1s al- 
ne | Teady branded in the holy Scriptures, with the Name of 
d ' Sodomſand the Mother of H ar lots, ard of the e Abominations 


of | of the gzrth; both upon the account of her Corruption, 
©xi | - and becauſc ot he: Idotatries, Hereſfics and Blaſphemiecs, 
ic we have norealon to doubt thar ſhe is ſo, and therefore [ 
at ſhall nor 1nfiſt upon this as a Vice: which is ſo much fa- 
ah vour'd and nouriſh'd by:cthat Church, butonly in rela- 
th | tionto the infinic number of Milchicfs which ic occaſions 
y in humane Society. 
(= IT many times, happens,. That the Popiſh Princes are 
no betcer 1n this reſpect than. the Clergy thac bath corrup- 
1d | ted them, or don't teach 'em their Duty. in this marter; 
7e || ſo that being wholly givenup co. unchaſtity. themſelves, 
U- \ the Subordinat Mayi{trats and Officers are;corrupted by 
oY , their Example, and conſequently take no care to ſup- 
at | preſs that Vice, which ruias and lays waſte Nations, :aud 
h- |, - fills them wichall forts of Crimes; for experience teach- 


es þ £5 us, thar this one Crime draws all others afrer it; and 


ad Mankind petcciying thac Princes and Mapiſtrates- neglect 
es to puniſh thisVice (whichſthey ought.co de with all man- 
ga - ner of rigour, for the good of Socjety, J.tho' therewere 
ad neither an Heaven nor an Hell) comeginſenfibly robeot 
th opinion, that it, 15,only a Peccadillo: 

re) | | + BuT ik they  confidered the coniequences of it. only 


53 with refercuce to the gogdiotSociery,and co the innumet - 
to able Milchiefs which it occaſions, they, ought tolook u- 
. pon it, asayery great. Crime, and. by conſequence that ic 
> | ,muſtproyokeGodhighly, who is the preſerver of Sctie- 
re ty, tho jt were not. fo cxpreſly forbid in his Word, 
ly | ., which excludes ſuch perſons fromthe Kingdom of Hea- 
Cy FER. | 

T3 For it accafiansan infinit aumber of: Murders of Mcm 
n+ | and Children, Miſcarriages: and Poifanings; it:deſtroyg 
r- | .agreatnumber by naſty diſtempers, as well among, * 
cr a 
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$ , 
dulce perſons as among Iafants, of which a great num- 
ber dic, orate lame during their Lives, by theinfe@ion 
of their Fathers, Mothers or Nurſes, or elſe Jive in Mi- 
ſery and are uncapable of ſerving the publick; it ſhortens 
the Lives of one and rother, enfeebles che Wit, deſtroys 
Courage, makes peeple renounce Honour and Probity, 
and rendersthoſe who are addicted thereunto uncapabie 


of undertaking or performing any thing glorious or pro-. 
ficable for the publi& Welfare: Ir ruins Families; and 


Fathers and Mothers who are addifted to this crime, ne- 
gleitheEducation of their Children, who for the moſt 
part toogare born feebleand infirm, and generally become 
profligat like their Parents; It generally debauches all 
forts of people from their Work and Imployments; is 
always accompanied with Idlcneſs, Lazineſs, great ls\s 
of Time, Luxuiy, Drunkenneſs, Gluttony, Petjury, 
Falſe Evidence, pilferiog, Robbery, Tricking, Cheat- 
ing, Cozenivg, Breaking, Blaſphemy, Impiety and Irre- 


ligion; and by conſequence occafions the abandoning of: | 


TryeR<ligion, and the embracing of a falſe one, 4nd 
 toſupport themſelves in this Vice, Men become Coiners, 
and Clippers, High-way-men, Pirais, Forgers and 


- \ 


Knights of the Poſt. This practice brings many co the *' 


Gallows, occaſtons ſome ro make away themſelves, 
their Conſcience and the bad Condition of their Afﬀairs, 
throwing them into diſpair; Children, that they may 
have wherewith to maintain themlelves in this Vice, rob 
their Parents, as do Servants and Apprentices their Ma- 
iters. It wholly corruprs the Minds of thoſe that be- 
long to the Courts of Juſtice, Whoredom bereaves them 
ofail probity, makes them unjuſt and Trickith, or ar 
leaſt occaſions them to ſuck the Rlood of their Clicnts by 
proloaging their vuits, This Vice occaſions rhe Superi- 
or Offticersot an Army to rob their $abaherns and Soldi- 
ers, and many times the Government, It has the like 


influence upon theſe that are imployed 1n any other pub- 
lick Poſt; fo that thoſe who are addicted to this Vice, 
do always abundauce of Miſchief, and but little good, 
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Ir ktinders Manage, beliets for want of Diſcipline, 
Men can with impunity find debauched Women and 
Girls in great numbers for their purpoſe, whom they 
quit at'pleaſureand rake others, without any trouble, 
Servitude or Dependance, and this begerts inthem a ge- 
neral Contempt of the Sex; fo that they think them all a- 
like, and worth nothing, judging none of them worthy 
ro be their Wives buronly their Concubines. Onthe 


other band, thoſe leoſe Women are afraid of being ſab- 


je& ro, or deperiding on a Husband, becauſe either he 
would be jealous if they kept Company with others, 
or ſhould nor beableto ſatisfic their Brunſh, Appetites; 
So that this Vice 1s alcogerher deſtruAive to Mankind, it 
ruinsthoſe chat are afdiAed unto It, and prevents the 
Birth of orbers incheir ſtead. 

Tars Vice docs moreover make Men & Women Liers & 
Diſſemblers,Children diſobedient ro theirFathers & Mo- 
thers, and without any aatural AﬀeRion ro them, be- 
cauſe having nought elſe in their Eye, bur their impure 
pleafuces, they conceive no cther ways of their Parents, 
and think tha they brought them inco' the World, juſt 
asa brutith Animal doth its Young, in a manner againſt 
their will, having no other deſign but to aſſuage their 
brueifh Inſts, and beget them, as ic were only by acci- 
dent, andthat they are ho otherwiſe oblig'd rothem for 
their being then fo, 

Tats Vicedoth likewiſe render Meri Cruel and Unna- 
tural ro one another, as alſoro Beafts, which they look 
upon only as a liccle Matter form'd by chance. Ina 
word, I don't believe therets any Vice which corruprs 
the Heart ro the ſame degree that this doth, both in re- 
gard of their Duty rowards God and towards Men, yeay 
and towards themſelves, becauſe they accuſtoma rhem= 
felves by the frequent Idezs of Vice, and- by a judicial 
Blindneſs, which always arteods ir, to regard every thing, 
in a carral and corrupt manner: . . . | 

ITis erue, Thar thoſe defires are many times violens 
m Youth, both becauſe ot the boiling of the Bloodat thac 
Ages & becaufethcirExpericnce & reaſon ace but mare. 
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(58) 
But it muſt alſo be own'd, chat it is not fo much the 
Temper of the Body and the heat of Youth, which oc- 
cafions that diſorder, as bad example, ill Education, and 
the filthy diſcourſe of Maukind, who are for the moſt 
part infected with this Vice; ſo that we ſcein ſome Nati- 
ons even the publick Stages, and all the publick Shews 
poiſoned and peſtered with all ſocts of Obſcenity, without 
any cenſure by the Magiſtrates. 


Tag very Pagans were ſenſible of the davger of bad ] 


Example to Children, when my ſaid, Maxima debetuy. 
puero Reverentia: i, e. We ought to havea very great 
reſpect for Young ones, and neither do nor ſay unhand- 
ſome things before them, and che publick Stage amongſt 
them was not poiſoned with impurity as 'tis now a days. 
But in this Age few Fathers or Mothers or Magiſtrates 
take care of that, they at and ſpeak rhemlelves before 
their Young ones and all people, all that their wicked 
habits ſuggeſt ro them, Servantsare alſo drown«d..in 
thoſe Vices, and remain 1gnorans, and without Inſtru- 
&ion, either, from the Church or .Magiſtrate; ſo thar 
they a& and ſpeak a Thoulaud profane things .with one 
another, before Children, which makesa deep Impref- 
fion upon theMind of young ones, which.is ſo much-the 
more dangerous, that naturally allfMankind is too much 
addicted to this Vice; ſo that nowadays we many times 
ſee young Girls of 8 or 10 years of Age, and ſomecimes 
thoſe ot Quality too, that know athgulſang filthy chivgs, 
and by that timethey arrive to the Aggot14or1s, they 
renounce all SubjeRton to their Fathees apd Mothers, 
and proſticurte and Marry themſelves to Sexving-men or 
or Idle Fellows, who ar laſt deſpiſe and; abuſc them, 
the Conſequenee of which is many times Deſpair, and 
this occaſions their making away with themſelves, after 
eneſoct or other, and thus their Famil:esarg Every way 
diſhonoured. | | | 
Trts Vice doth alſo beget a general concetnpr among 
Men for one another, becauſe it readers Marriage. vile 
and diſhonourable in their Eyes, tho it be the lourceof 
Mankind, Hallow'd aud inſtituted by God Dogg 
Heree 


mY 


(59) 
| therefore aughetto be accounted Sacred.by ail Men, for 
that yeryReaſan. Ir:does as much. as can be'ro'fruſtrarths 


on of two Sexes, viz, the.,Propagation and Mdltiplicarion 
of Mankind .by. mcags of Marriage, and therefore hedid 
not,give two Wivesto «Adam nor two Hutbaktds to Eve. 
. Taos whoareaddited to this Vice, have no'regard 
for.one another,. but only with reſpect to rheir impure 


ſelves, they doal they.canto,make.chem '{6, #1d&'ro eor= 
rupt chem by all. Methods, either direaly by themifelves 
* or .Jndirectly by others; hence it comecs roÞatfs, Tt 

we. [ec erery day fo many handſom Women ofpbol has 
tural Parts, .and-many trmes of good Farhſlies, rfEtsTes 
| ducer-and 


© 


| whichilaote who have any emaiuderof CornfachceRfss 


cannotburgrive., In the cfteem of thoſe 'Debaudits, T 


[ fay,( who as ſoon as they, immerſe” cmfelves mac Vitk. 


lainies, -loſc.all ſenſe of Religion,and of theExcelleiity if 
' Man, .and he Nobility, of, his ExtraQtion) MitKind is 
valucd bur little above, and Swing, whici"they {20 
Eggendec-much .n the Ap: anne as Hey Avthenti- 
| ſelves, charns.rolay indiffcrently, with all of their Spe- 
cies rhat they wee, according to theit Biftral Apptiths, 
won: trale (of conſideration, wiznovr yo repird'to 
God, .ahe gaodvt:Sofieey, . or the Honout att Digntt 
of; Many .torhavth Ss themſelverin hci to 
verrrally, as ruth. 27 as the Holy vcriptotts Efpitle 
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HENCE It Ahn! aciery there is 16/ HtffeCubrity, 
Fes ee Ee Fe oth;  Bdbatent 
dan oo pan allWomen to be fintet WiththisYite.. 

> Weomen-cammonly ſhew Icls CAITT NY 4 

Men, ,than-Men ſhew for Lewd Wothity, Fit 4t the 


{amexime, .jbey would have more cſtebilf for ict thar 


they |believerobe tree from that Vice, Whith xeiifers 
thoſe chat are tainted with it ecureripridts; eveftty per- 


{ons that ate moſt vicious themſelves, E 
uſe of them fot aſlwaging cheir btutiſh Luſt; and hence 
FO ON 


by 


End whichGodjprapos'd by theFormationapd Diſtinati- | 


Inclinations, and ifthey don't think theth as'batl#5them--/ 


drawnaway, which 1s a-hortid Miſchief, for - 


( 6o ) 3 
it comes, that they do readily call all Women Whores 
" and Bitches, and Childten Sons of Whores or. Young 
Dogs, which, occaſions many Quarrels, Law-Suits, and 
Infolences, yea, fometimes Murthers, | 

IT is not to be exprefled what prejudice this Vice does 
10 Commerce, 1n thoſe Countrics which ly Comodiouſ- 
ly for Trafhck by Sea, and thereforc are obliged ro take 


more care therein than others, becauſe Plenty produ. | 
ces, nouriſhes and entertainsthis Vicez ifthe Magiſtrats/ 


be not perſons of Honour, love the Publick Welfare, 
and keep good Diſcipline; and the Conſequences of it _ 
are more miſchievous in ſuch Countries than elſewhere; * 
from this it was that Plaro ſaid Mare improbitatis Mayi- 
ſter, the Sea teaches Wickedneſs; and hence alſo it was, 
that the Poets feign'd, that Venus was bread of the Froth 
of the Sea, and that a Latin Poet expres'd it thus, - Ri/- 
pane Navis Magiſter, dedecorum pretigſus Emptor, im- | 
plying, That Maſters of Ships ſpare no coſt to debauch 
Women. Thereis nothing more contrary to,the growth 
of a Stare, either in number” of Men or Riches, than 
to ſuffer Whoredom to gs uthþuniſhed, 
IT troubles me to think” that amongſt ſo many able 

| Men who have treated of Commerce, and of what is con- 
trary toit, none of them have obſcry'd that this Vice is | 
one of rhe chief Obſtacles to the Properity of a Nation. | 
I knowa State, to which 1 with well. from'the bottom 
of my heartto which it occaſions the lols of diverſeMilli- 
ons per eAmum, whichl could eafily demenftrate, '8&4m 
very certain that if they would give neceflary Orders iq 
ooodearneſt,for;preventing it, which would not be fodif- 
ficult to doneitber,as is generally believ'd,at leaft for the 
greateſt part, there would beabundance of more people 
ehanthere are,andTrade, Arts, Manufa&ture & Apgricul- 
rure would thrive there a great deal better than they do; 
Men, Women and Children would beabundautly more | 
healthful, and fewerof them would in compariſon die | 
of Conſumptions, | E) 4 
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THT1s Vice muſt be abundantly greater in Popiſh tha 


Proteſtant Countries becauſe the YopiſhClergy favcur ic 


by theirPrinciples, AuricularConfetfhion,theic ownExam=- 
ple,& that of the Court of Rome, as ailo by the ralineſs of 
AbſolutioninConteſlingthemſelves to aPricſt, who is bim 
{elf immers'd in ſuch 1lmpurities, or by giving himMo- 
ney,a good Dinner,or hireing him roſay Maſies,©c.The 
Uuchaſticy of all their Clergy, Male and Female, cauſed 
' by cheir Celebacy and execrable Morals, as well as by 
the example of the chiefeſt PrelatsatRome,isa very grear 


it | , Prejudice to Popiſh Kingdoms, which it fills with Adul- 


terts, Fornicaton, Iaceſts and Crimes yer more Execra- 
ble, yea with Millions of open-and hidden Crimes, as 
Abortions, Murthersand ſuchike, forthe Clergy. who 
are guilty ot thoſe Vices, make no ſcruple ſo they can 
bur conceal them, to murther both the Mothers and 
Children. | 

As to. Proteſtant States, it's well enough known, thar 


{they are infected with this Vice by the Neighbonrhood 


of the Pooiſh ones, and it's confidently afleried, and nor 
withour ground, That in the twe laſt Reigus, all theſe 
ſorts of Diſorders were favour'd in England, for the bet- 


, ter and more eafie Eſtabliſhment of Popery. 


ArTICLE XYLIL. relates to the L"1okenneſs of the 
Popiſh Clergy, which as well as their incontinence is 
chargeable upon the Morals of their Churchz for the 
greate(t part of the Clergy-men, except ſome Biſhops 
and Curats in the biggeſt Towns, and ſome particular 
\Menin Monaltries, are Druukards, and by their exam - 
ple the common people do moſtly becomeſo. . 

TH1s Vicedoes l:kewiſe occation abundance of Miſ- 


-chief, tho much lels than the other, as 1 could here de- 
' monſtrate, contrary to the Opinion of ſome Mes, if it 


were proper. The cruth of this appears by this one thing , 
viz. That the Popiſh Clergy are unchaſt by Principle, 


\ and in a manner of neceflity, becauſe Marciage is for- 
' bidco them, that fo they may baveleſs dependance u- 
| pon the State, and __ more profuable, and apply 
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themſelves with-the a Apphoatiom:to the Intareſts 
of the Rope, * whichthey callthe Church, And befides, 
this Libercrinago which pleaſes: them, inftnitly; makes 
them:lovethe Popeand his Religion, which grants them 
ſo:grtcart priviledges, whercof-athers: are depriv'd; v:z. 
that tneymayenjoy Wamen without any trouble; asir's 
faidto: be practiz'd by the Republick of Yenice, who ro: 
aflure chem(ſctives.of the Fidclity. of theirClergy,: grano 
them a greates Liberty inthis-matters.thanis- allowed in 
ather.parts of 1zaly. | Tor 

Now. one may cafily Judgewhat diſorders this Exam - 
Ple obthe Libertwageof the Clergy muſt-neceflarly pro- 
duce in Society. and whiati ravageth2y makeofthe Woe. 
mens Chaſtity, by-cheirAuricular Confeſſion and Abſo- 
Jution,' and whap influence: thoſe things: have epon; the: 
Womenand/Maid:, whoare by this neans*delivered 
3nto their hands as a prey. Anothor Reaſon whick proves 
rhat-Foruicanon z5sincompatably. more miſchievous in a 
Country; than- Drunkenneſs; ischas,” thar it 1sa-Crime- | 
common to both Sexes; ſothar it 1s hard to ſay, which 
of: the two-is: moſt addidcted:to:ir, whereas Drunkeonnels 
15 more parcicularly-the Vice ok Mens Another reaſon 


1s this, that Whoredony being: contrary. to Propagation, »þ 


as Lhave ſaidialteady, and corrupting: ail rhe: ſources of 
Generationan'a particular manner, aad ruining: the Bo- 
dies of Men, Womemnand Children, as much and more. 
thanDrunkenneſsruins choſe of 'Wenzit iscertarothat u is 
abundanely more pernicious than che! other; F could: 
bring :hirry more Reaſons wo-provethis,. ri the place were 
roper., | TR IS ONg 

E Tms tft Article concerning their Drunkennels, makes 
it evicent that chis-Crime does greavprejudice toa Coun- 
ry; if 15 wete no more buy by the lois: of the Wine, 
Brandy, Gider,@'c.whiculicy confurncwithourneceſlity, | 
But beſides; chisVice ruins: abundagceob Familics,ſhors- 
ens thedays otabundanceof 'Menaswell as hoothergtho!' 
irlefterNomber, occafions tho loſbof agreardeat offrime, 
with many Quatrels and(/Mutders, aud makes: people 
broetiſh and dull as well as Foxgication, 
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- Bun wemilllay -afide. cheſe rwo laſt Amicles, if zhe 
| Reader plealgs, and-count them as nothing (: chothe pre+ 
| judice they; doy; goes farther. than cau be imagined. ), tas. 
| irs6lear enongh thatthe others which I bave prapolcd 
| already occaſion above two hundred Milliahs: lols pg 
| ednmun, thronghout'the- Kipgdom of Fraxce, aud they 
can be aſcriþ'd'@ nothing el& hut Popery, whereas 
they may perhaps cavil at the two laſt, and ſay thatthg 
Preceltants arc wanntinent and likewiſe drunkemasvycll 
an the Papilts, . 
I» it be welt adverted tayyit will be. foud that fouraf 
the 18 Aclicles, that Lhaverproposd, do, alous amaung 
to: abaye-200 Millions: of Livres per eAwmms- vic. Thoſg 
of their. Holydays.. the Eſtates of the Church that: are.in 
Mainmort, Lent and:ochan Falkdays, and thefew Tax- 
egthar:thie-Brench Clergy: papgin'somgariſon of the reſt 
af the Paaple, , - . | 
. PopzRyY: eccaſians: the ame Maſchiefs proparxuoenpgbly 
' 1 | in;all other Papith; Countricss. and: im fome: moxe,. 25 
|  Spainand Portugal, which it bah:greatly diſpeapled, by 
the Incootinence;. and Celebacy of their Clergy, andithg 
eanſcquences of rheſe Diſorders, by the great: punabgr of 
of their Eeclefiaftichs,. the Spriig ot, Perſecurionand the 
perhidioulpelsof Popery, in the Bxpulfian of the bhoors 
aud Jews, audby, theic Inquifitiony Fe. [Eb 5 
. Bur as Lta/yis:neareſt to the Courrok Rewme, the bath 
thereby.comradted grFuer Vicesallo than other Natiaus. 
All fius 3gainſt Nature arc invague: there, and Poifowr 
) ing, Cozenage, impoſture, and a. centain Fheminggy 
and Co wardlinefswhich the Pritfhe and Monks bave:in- 
'S woduc'dthere, with ail Vices imaginable; whence: is 
= . |, cames ro; pats,that there is; nor:thelealt fparkattheCoug- 
by age, grearveſs: of Soul, and Generofty of the-- Ancient 
fs | - Romans, tÞ be:fven, and that: .theyeis no-Countty mos 
p- | eafic to be conquered by a powesfſal Neighbeus than 
T chas. 75 5 hh EENETYS | ET, 
ty Fraxce jpalſa owng t> Popery and the Courr of Remws; 
ec for their having infefed ber in ſome meaſure, wink-ahe 
kabits of diycr(e of choſe unnatural Crimes,which arc ſg 
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rommon in Italy, that the Spaniards fay-of the Italians 
hat are infe&ed therew'ih, 1nTtalia todos; and of thoſe 
Crimes the Religious Convents and Monaſtries, the 


Monks, Jeſuits and rheir Scholars, with ſome great en 


in France; are: accuied. 

IT is alſo well enough known,that the Arrof peiſon- 
ig _ broughtimo France, from ltaly by rhe Eccleſia- 

icks, 

The Maltotes, orthe great Impoſitions, -1s another ca- 
lamity introduc'd upon France by its Communion with 
the Courr of Rome, The?opes thar are thegreateſt Ty- 
xants of the World, furniſh'd Examples of it upon their 


own Subjects in Italy, and the Romiſh Religion and the. 


confeſſors of Princes, 'and of rheir Miniſters bhaye fur- 
niſhed them wich Leſlons of the ſame. 

++ EQurivocaTions, Perfidiouſneſs1in all Treaties, Am- 
biguous Expreſſions in all Traafattions and publick Ads, 
have been conſecrated by the Example of Popiſh Coun- 


cils, eſpecially that of Trent, which form'd a great num- 


ber of 'Decrees, capable of diverſe contrary Senſes, 
which have occaſion'd Diviſions among diverfe Secs of 
their Monks, and many of their Divines; whercof{thar 
infallible'Tribunal, as they call ir, of the Pope and his 
Cardinals, - would nevet determine the ' Senſe, for fear 
of diſobliging ſome' one of the Parties,” though they do 
it every day in the moſt. Inſolent and impudent manner, 
in regard tothe Word of God to which they attribute the 
moſt abſurd and extrayagant Senſe imaginable, with a 
ſarprifing impiery. | 

ALL Europe in general is oblig'd to the Court of Rome, 
for the falte and curſed Politicks that reigns almoſtin 


all its Coutts, aud hath baniſhed thence, . Prebity, Sin- , 


_ cerity, uptight iutentions, Fidelity, Juſtice, Truth, Ge- 
neroficy; fo that they are now fill'd ' with Cozonage, 
Deceir 'and Effeminacy, | 
Tar Court of Rome is moreover become a grand Pat- 
cerD and Teacher of Irreligion and Prephavity, now for 
ſeveal Ages. ; 
| " 
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| 65:) | 

- Tr is from the Popes Om Roman Catholick Princes 
have learned to profane the Chriſtian, Religion, and ro 
corrupt people daily, by offers of cemporal Rewards, to 
abjure the Religion of Jeſus Chriſtio follow theirs, of 
which we ſee ſad Exampl:s every day as tothe Church 
of Rome, and even of ſome Sovyereigg Princes _ 

\- Wt have reaſon co ſay, when we. conſider all thoſe 
things well, that rhe Papacy or the Pope, deſerves a- 


41' bundantly detter the Title of Infidel, or Heredicary Enc- 


my of Chriſtendom than the Turk, tho' he aſſumes to 
himſelf rhe Name of the Common Father of Chriſten- 


" dom. 


IF any Opiniater will ſtil] take upoa bim to deny that 
Popery does not occafion the loſs of 290 Millions per An- 
nmthorough theKingdom ofFrance,{am' ſatisfied that he 
wont be accounted any grearMaſter ofReaſon,by ſuchJu- 
dicious Perſons as have read myArguments. But I fay 
however, that the? it fhould not amount toaboveone 
half,or one third ofthatSumm,it would be anArgumens 


: cogent enough for the aboliſhing it, : and ſufficienc proof 


of the Falthood of that Pretended Religion. , | 
AMONGST thoſc direful Eftets which Popery occaſ1- 
ons perpetually and necef{arly in the Dominibns that 
aretheteumoſubjeR, IT have not taken any notice of thoſe 
which maybe call'd paſſing aud accidental, though they 
have alſo a determinat Cauſe, and proceed frgm the ſame 
Original, v:z. the firſt principlesof ropery, which we 
may call the Soubof it ,and conſtitute the eſſential Form 
of the Church of: Rome, viz. Ambition, Pride and Ava- 
rice; which have made, and-domake from time totime 
an horrible Ravage in Chriſtian Countrics, nay through 
the whole World. Jamcertainzthat.if we ſhould reck- 
on up thoſe accidental Miſchiefs,which-popery occafions 
from time to time m France, .the ſum would be much a- 
bove 200 Millions per annum, How many unjuſt Wars 
hath ie Kindled in Fraxce, both inteſtine and Poreign ? 
Hiftocy tells us, that the Ambition of the Popes was th® 


| - cauſe'of Mahometans ſubduing part.of:Europe, and thaf 


the Empire of the Eaſt, of Chriſtian becurac Mahome* | 
. | tan” 


7 ny | 
rin; The Ambbitioft —_ Popes hath alfo-terh in pre- 
ces the Empire of the Welt, and:iſpoil'd:jrs Emperors of 
part of rheir Dominiens,. evenot Komeitielt, and-made. 
them their Vaflals and'Staves-in a manner; iſo astotread 
gpon'them m perfan'ſomerimes with Tiapunity; fochat 
by the Ambition of the Roman Clergy and their popes, 
the Empire is no'otherthan u meer thadow of whar it 
formerly was. | 

IT ts very well known;thatby the perftdiouncls of the - 
Pope, 'the Tarks rendered themfel ves Maſters of Hunga- 
ry, the Court of- Rowe having /oblig'd rbe unhappy 
King Uladi/laus ro violat his Faith, and break the Trea; 


an Mi 


Wn 


> 


ty he hath made wich them, which Violatian was.fol- |} | 
Towel by a total Defeat of that King, ar the Battle of { V 
Yarra and the'loſs of the Kingdoms wirich the lifidels | i 


feized upon, as thay be {een by the Hmilowing Diſtich, 
whe: tin that nyfofruniave King 15 made oo complain thar | 
the yope and his Clergy had Tutn'd him by their pechdi- 


ons Connfel. EE Fo I. 
4 Meniſi yoritifeets Jufſiſſent ranipere fceblus, Ro þ 
Non ferr#t Seythithm panonts ora jugnmt. | & 

| _ May bechus Engliſh'tl | w 


By vopes tormtinant had | aryiLeague he'rbroge- | pc 
' 'Pannonle mer had felt the Scythinn/Yoks, 1: | th 
Fox above 1600 yearsche'ropes inilcheit Clergyybaye | 
bren cotiftantly upivine rorhe Univerfal Monarch y,aud hc 
Have made ictheit conftarmibulineſs wm ſow Dividons.br- | ©, 
roiec Chriſtian 'priiees 4nd their. Subjcifts,, and rokindle | 
War zmovyt thoſe vtimices, ro weaken them by .oveg-}\; 1 
Me” that fo dirty might brag chem all -ander 4heir [ _ 
oke. Pere: 0. ome oo tg 
By this miethodahey make therk (clyids Atdioraters. and | 
Mafters of their differences, and always colt the Batlance * cli 
on rhe fide of their owe larerefh; I wachowt any Tegazdto HA 
Honowr or feftice, arid tharworby femigs of apondorce, | |. 
bat'by the fiitripacs of Confefiots, Monks and rroſti- 
Tires; ©r as the 'Srtiprate tepdeſemes .m by thei ups, | 
Dreitghts end Withevaſir; wibeovenh thegreat Peokti- | _, | 
tare cnwr Rat made che Kings amd thie erinces, ofthe 
Earth drunk with the Wine of her Fornications THEY 


of 
A 
by 


4 25a Sword, drawn, nor a: Pike carried in 
'Chriſteadom, thzt hath not been ſharpen'd 


| 


| 
| 
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Trsy ſtill foment Ri. as formerly, and without ſca - 
fing, Divifioos and FaCtions in all the Countrics of Z#- 
rope, yea even amongſt Proteſtants, by their ſecret. E- 
miflaries whom they 1mploy in great numbers, 1a order 
to biting them gradually under their Yoke,one way or 0- 
tier, by a Millon.of Crimes. A famous. , 
Spani{} Polititian-* who knew: their Game 
, well eaough, ſaid that there is not ſo much 


* Las Eme- 
preſas pol: 
ticas de Sa- 
vedra. 
in the Forge of Rome, No /e Saca ejpada, 
n10n ſe arbola pica, cuyo el hierro ne. eſtuviere aguzado en 
la jraga. de Rema. They had.the greateſt ſhare inthe 
War newly concluded, . and made their profit.on't, rho? 
the ſimple valgat areapttothiuk they have no handinic./ 

No Bodyis ignorant of the cunning Invention made 
uſe of by. the popes formerly, to bring part of Aſie 
under their. Yoke, without. putting themſelves to any 
charge, -and atthe ſame rimeitÞ increaſe their own Au- 
tho:ity and Couqueſts in. Euzope, at the expenleof the 
Cirſtian Priaces, whom - they dilpoil'd. Their way 


| was. toperfwade thoſe poor, innocent PIInces t0.90 1 


j perſon to.eAfſia,. with great Fleets. aud Navies, cochaſe 


| ce Mahomecans from thar- Country,  for:which codthe 


popes call'd.it-the Holy. Lazd; as it thatLand had been 
holier than another, after. having. pug the-Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt to death. And while: thole. princes were inthar: 


© þ Country, with numerous Armies. of their SubjeQs, by 
#,which they. diſpeopled their own Dominions, the Popes 
{ cndeayour'd to.make themſclves Maſters. of the ſame, 


or at lealt ſuck'd their Subjects to the Bone, -aud drain'd 


\ ou2 all the; Riches of their Countrics by means of their 


Clergy. Franceand Ergland ſuffered very much by this 
means, and wc have no reaſon todoubt but they would 
have been much more rich and populous, had it wot been 

for thar, , | 
ALs the World knows. that the Romiſh Clergy oc 
Church, hath deſtroyed, or caus'd to be deſtroyed by, 
their Qrdets, more people —_ pretence of ks {a 
LC1AUE 


62 
' than all the Heathen TO Sc and more than all the Na: 
tions of the habitable World have done upon that acceont 

fince the Creation of the World, France and England 
 canteſtifie this from ſad Experience. 

It's well cnough known, That their Councils, that 

is toſay, the Luminartes of Popery, the moſt enlight- 
ned, and ſincere patt of the Church of'Rome ( a mark of 
the abſolute Reprobation of thatChurch fer ſeveral Ages;) 
It's well enough known, Ifay, that thoſe Councils have  - * 
eſtabliſh'd itas a Maxim or Rule for ſeveral Ages paſt, | 
that they are not oblig'd to keep Faith with Hereticks, 
© and that Princes are obliged on pain of eternal Damn- 
ation, and the loſs of their Dominions, to deſtroy 
them. Whence it comes to paſs, that not only all chef 
Murders, Robberies, Perjurics, Rapes, and all Crimes: 
in general, are permitted, bur commanded, apainſt all 
thoſe Chriſtians who oppoſe themſelves never fo litile, 
cothe Intereſts, Tyrapny or Ambition of the Pope and; hig 
Eletgy; which Sentencedoth a fortioriyinclude alſo Jewg, |. the 
Pipans and Mahometans, when the Church of Rome] hat 
ſhall chink meer,ſecing ic is clear thatithey ought nor rof as j 
have any mote favour ſhew'd them than thoſe they call} aiſ! 
Hereticks. From thoſePrinciples have proceeded ſo manyþfe@ 
Maſlacres, Perſecutions, Violations of Faith, Religious] ſor! 
Wars, Croiſades and Leagues, to extirpat thoſe who the! 
| were called Hereticks, Hence alſo proceeded many Aſi} to h 
faſinations of Princes, and Attempts upon their Lives, | nou 
which France hath often had experience of; hence came} nou 
the Civil Wars in England and Ireland, the burnin p cure 
Towns, and Conſpiracies agaiuſt the State. One of the} Un 
Kings of France was formerly whipp'd at Rome, in theſ| foo! 
perſon ef his ambaſſador, by the Popes Order, whichh! : 
5 the higheſt Ignormoy that can be done to a Nation or}: 7 
Prince. Aud if we have not freſh and daily Inſtances | Cre 
from their Church, of ſuch Decrees as thoſe of the Couns jto t 
Cils of Conſtance and Lateran, or ſuch remarkable Demon-{ wit 
Krations of their Pride and Cruelty; it's not becauſejand 
they have chang'd their principles, but becauſe}Con 
there 18 yo opportunity offers to do it with ſafety, _ le 
| | of: 
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for the advantage ofthe rope. It is no want of good 
will; the habit remains ſtill, though the Acts are not 
gland] continually exerted. A Shoemaker, ſays Horace, though 
he lays afide all the Tools of his Art, and ſhuts up his 

that] Schop, is a Shoemaker ſtil]. 


ET Loren oares eAlfenus vafer, omni 
rkof eAbjedo inſtrumento Artis, clauſaque taberna 
\ges;) Sutor erat, &Cc. 


have - Weaſce whatthat Church hath occafion'd to be done 
paſt, | {ately, and does yer at preſent in France againſt the Pro- 
| reſtauts, and what they would have done in England, and 
for theic Inquiſition, it continues ſtill the ſame. 

Ir may be clearly ſecn, by all thoſe proofs which we 
| haveproduc'd of the Naturaland neceſſary Oppoſition 
| chere is betwixtthe Church and Religion of Rome, and 
the happineſs andproſperity of Princes, States and Peo- 
\ ple, thatthe ſaid Church and its Religion is falſe to the 
eand; higheſt degree, there never having been any Religion in 
ſews, | the World ſo contrary to the good of Mankind, It 
R ome] hath no remainders of old Chriſtianity, but uſt fo much 
otrof as js neceſlary to conſticure thg form of Antichriſtia- 
' Call niſm by way of Excellence,that is io ſay, the moft per- 
nanyfect Enmity againſt Jeſus Chriſt, by aſcribing ro him all 
ious] ſorts of:Idolatry and Impicty,making him the Author of 
who their Tyranny and Cruelty, and feigning an adherence 
y Aſ-J cohim, like Judas, in order to betray him, and to diſho- 
ives, | nour him the more, as an Adulterous Woman diſho- 
_ nours ber Husband, while at the ſame time they perſe- 
; ft} cuce his Followers with the height of Rage, and all the 

the Univerſe with Blood and Confuſion, and trample under 
1 theſ] foot, ruin and devour Princes and their SubjeRs, and 
hich g/l in the Name of Jeſus Chriſt. 
nor}: The true Religion being come from God, who is the 
nces | Creator and preſerver of Men and Society, cannot tend 
OUN® {to the ruin and deſtruQiion of States, except weeſtablith 
zoſand: the Manichees two eternal Principles, one good 


auſejand the arher evil, which is ſo groſs, that it deſerves no 
auſe} Confuration. 

and} Ir the Romiſh Religion be good, with all thoſe Miſ- 
fo | chicks and Diſorders _ we bare {ecn, it produces 
; 2 ; KA[22 
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naturally and'neceſlarly in all Countries where it obtains, 
God who is all Juſt, all Holy and' Holineſs it ſelf,” che 
Preſerver of Nations and Mankind, and the Author of 
rhe Old and New Teſtament, cav neither be Jaſt; Holy, 
Good, Wiſe, True, nor .the Anthor and preſerver-of 
Humane Society, and the Old and New Teſtament can- 
not haye proceeded from any other bur the wicked Spi- 
Tit. «Abſit Blaſphemia, 


j 


; / 
God muſt likewiſe, if the Religion of the Church of 


Rome. be true, be contrary tothe Propagation 'of Man- 
kind, which it appears to be one of the Favourite Deſigns - 


of Pcovideace. He mutt alſo; according to them, ap-: þ 


prove of Deccit and Impoſture, and Cozenage;'in the 
Maniſters of his Religion, and inhis Worſhip, che muſt 
likewiſe love [njuſtice, Impiery, perfidiouſneſs, Tyran- 
ny, Lazineſs, Idleneſs, Cruelty, Incontinence, -Rob- 
bery, Profanity,' Perjury, Rypocriſy, Murder and Ca- 
Iumny, which are ſocflentia]to the Popith Religion and 
the roman Clergy. | 

I leaye 1t toDivines to treat of theldolatry,Herefie, Su- 
perſticions. © c. of thispretended Church, which agree 
ſo well, audare ſo very becoming to all thercſt which we 
have ſcen, and which cannot indeed be otherwife, and 
arethe natural Efteas of the Ambition ofthoſe Miſchiey- 
ous Creatures, as well as the reſt; for as Saint Chryſo- 
ſtome lays well, Dominii deſiderium errorum eſt genitrix. 
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z. 8. That Ambition, or a delire of Dominion, 
15 the Mother of Herefies; and therefore ' Sr, Fat rec 


| Eons Hereſfie amongſt the Works of the Fleſh. For the". 


Popes.not being ableto eſtabliſh their Authority 1a the þ 
World, but by introducing thoſe Practices into the | 


Church, and the Diſordersof which we have ſpoke be-- & 


fore, that ruina!lthe Popiſh Nations, have been oblig'd | 
entirely tocorrupt the Morals and Doctrine thereof, and | 
_ to ſuppreſsthe ligbt of the Goſpe!, which would have 

diſcovcr'd theic Exorbitancies and iniquity to Mankind | 
and have inclin'd them to oppoſe their Ambition. For 


this Reaſon they favour'd all manner of Ignorance and I - 


Viccathat they might the betzer extinguiſh amongſt wo, 
| a mrs aa niger wages 
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all Fear and 'Knowledge of God, and all Generolſuy. 
And ſecing Men could not live without Religion! good 
or bad, they afterwards hurry'd them head-long into all 
forts of Idvlatry-and Impiety. 

IF they had nor intirely corrupted and falſified theChri- 
ſtian/ Religioh, and People had! known the DoRtrine of 
rhe Old and New Teſtament, they 'would never. have 


| fubmitted roPractices arid Cuſtoms ſo contzary]to thepub- ; 


tick Good; 'Princes andtheir Miniſters wonld never have 
taffered aReligion to be eſtabliſhed among them, which 
is ſo much contrary to their Rights, Arts, Husbandry, 
ManufaQure, Commerce, Propagation, good Morals, 
and the Pablick Peace of Nations. VE 

Lex us but read and confider the Old and New Teſta- 
ment, oronly the Ten Commandments of Ged's Law, 
we ſhall find nothing commanded therein, but what 1s 
Excellent and worthy of God, and wonderfully ſuites 
Not only co the Temporal good and, advantage of every 
Man in particular, bur alſo to that 'of People and Coun- 


| Tries, andthe whole World in general; fo'thar if the 


great Wits of this Age, who pretend tobe Men of Parts, 
though they be indecd meer Fools, would confiderthis 
ſedarly, they would be obliged to'own, - whethet they 
would or not, by comparing this: with the Conduct of 
all che Politicians in the World, - and their pretended Skill 
in the Government of their People, that there are no 0- 
ther Rules of true policie, for regulating of Morals, and 
making every particular Mau'as profitable as can be 
ro Society, but thoſe thartthe' Law of God and the Gol- 
pel furniſh us with, andthatevery thing which does whe 
agree with that, and is nor contormable: thereunto» 1s 
nothing elſe but error and deftta@ion. Idon*t mean on-: 
ly the Political Laws-of Moſes, as they are call'd ro di- 
ftinguiſh them from the Moral Law, under which the 
Commonwealth of Iſrael, became fo flouriſhing, and 
was peopled in ſuch a manner, - as ſeems incredible 
to thoſe that read their Hiſtory; but'1 mean alſo;.avd 
chiefly the Moral Law, which certainly contributed {till 
morethan the Political Laws ofthat People, tho' but ve- 

| ry 
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ry ill obſerved, to makethem fo richand powerful. I 
joyn allo thereunto at. preſent, the Goſpel, which not 
only regulats our Actions, but allo- our Thoughts and 
Words, and hathgiv'n us a Model of Incomparable Cha- 
rity, and furniſh'd us with new and powerful Motives 
co this Vercuc, by revealing to us clearly the ſaving 
Gracg of God, that we may live all ia genecal, Princes 
and People, andevery oucin particular, Soberly, Juſtly 
and Religiouſly, which compreheads all our Duty to 
God, onr Neighbours and our ſelves, wherein, if we did 
acquic our felves, Men would not 6oly be happy in the 
Lite to come, bur allo in this, and Nations would be- 
come incomparaÞly more powerful, populous and rich 
than they are; For Godlineſs hath thepromiſes of this Lefe, 

and that which is to come: Which ot it ſeit wightbe e- 
nough to convince our Deilts ( many of whom value 

themſelves highly on the account of cheic Senſe and A- 

bilicy, and think they areable to Govern Kingdoms ) 


of the Divine Anchority of the Holy Scriptures, if there 


were no other proofs of 1t. 
© IN that Divine Book alone are the true Rules of Policy 
to be found. 

ALL the World agrees inthis, without thinking on ir, 
when they {ay that Honeſty isthe beſt policy, chat is ro 
ſay, to obſerve the Law of God, and cauſe irto be ob- 
ſerv'd by others, which is-no leſs eſſentially Neceſlacy 
for the good of the State than for Salyation, Bur the 


_ Churchof Rome hath confounded all thoſe Nations, as I 


have alrerdy ſaid, and having govern'd the World for a 
Jong time, hath introduced acurſed fort of Politicks in- 
to the ſame, quite contrary to that which the Law of 
God preſcribes, bur ſuited indeed to her own DoQrine 
and Morals, by which after ſhe hath blinded the Eyes 
of Princes and People, the leads them whether ſhe 
pleaſes; 
IT is certain, that if princes and Magiſtrates applyed 
themſelves; as they ought, if it were no more but for 
their owa Temporal Incereſt, and the good of the State, 
20 make the Laws of God to be obſerycd, by PIE 
; | eiun- 
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+ Delinquents ſeverely, and it the Church concurring with 


the Magiſtrates, did her beſt by Doctrine, Example and 
Diſcipline, and if every particular perſon would allo do 
their Duty,: they would ſee their Dominions, Provinces, 


Cities and Families fleuriſh otherwiſe than ever they did 


hitherto; It ic were thus, no body would doto another 
what they would not have done to themſelves: Every 
one would bave his own; Induſtry and diligence would 
be much morein vogue than *cis; Injuſtice which reigns 
ſo much ar preſent in Courts of Judicature and elſewhere; 
Rapine, Robbery, Idteneſs, Impoſture, Cozenage, and 
Deceit in matrers of Religion, which have rendered the 
Popith Clergy fo powertul by the Ruine of. the people; 
Bankrupts, Coiners, Murders, Knights of the poſt, Ly- 
Ing, Unfaithfulneſs, all ofthem ſo contrary to the Re- 
pole and Proſperity of Countries, would be baniſh'd in 
a preat Meaſure; Cruelty and Perfidiouſnels ſo eſſential 
to the Church of Rome, Incontinence, which at this day 
makes ſuch a Ravageamongſt Men, atdis look'd on as a 
meer trifle without Punithment or Publicx Cenſure, 
tho' I make bold to ſay, itis the root of all other Crimes, 
and occaſions more- Diſorders at preſent than Murder 
and Robbery both, becauſe thoſe are in ſome Meaſure 
puniſhed; Drunkenneſs, Unfaithfulneſs Intreaties, 
and publick and private Contrads; the Spirit of Tyray- 
ny in princes towards their SubjeRs, the Rebellion of 


- Subj<Rs againſt their erinces, the diſobedience of Chil- 


ren to their Parents. &e. all of them ſo contrary to 
Commerce, Propagation, and the Repole of People, 
ſhould beexterminated for the moſt part. 

IN a word, Vice being either: baniſhed or repreſſed 
by the method ofthis true policy, Vittue would take 
place, by which Nations ſhould proſper at another rate 
than they do, and princes would be incomparably more 
Potent, In this caſe alſo, Men would be abundance 
more lonp-liv'd, healthful and vigorous, Marriages 
would become more numerous; by which, together 
with the Mildneſs of the Government, the Induſtry and 
Diligence ot all ſorts of people, Countries would be- 
come infivicly more populous, ©  ' Ore 
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” -Oxce more ſtill, 1 wilt adventure toſay that itis.intbe 
Holy Scriptures alone; that'thoſe wiſe Politicks are to 
. be found; which are capable of enriching a Nation, and 
making it Potent; ſo thar the falſe rolicicians of-the 
| World have ſought for it in vain- elfewhere: for ſo 
many Ages, and all of them complain” that they could 

never hicherro find it. | 4 

Tris does nor hinder, but the Wiſdomof God out of 
his profond and juft Judgement, ſufters Tyrams ſome- 
timesto proſper in their wicked Deſigns, by. contrary 
Maxims, as may be ſeen by the example of the ropes, 
who making uſe of the Credit thar they had acquir'd iv 
the Quality of Biſhops of Rome, to domincer over Sove- 
reigns and their people, under pretence of Religion, have 
ſubjected both the one and 'the other, by Milkons of 
Crimes of all ſorts, This is ſo far from deſtroying whar 
I-have ſaid, that it confirms the ſame, for ifthey have 
rTais'd themſelves by thoſe” wicked methods, they: have 
done incredible miſchiets to Mankind; which is juſtthe 

. ſameasin every Country and Ciry, there are: Villains 
who ſucceed in Robberies and Injuſtice, though they 
be look*d upon with horror, as the plagnes of Sociery, 
who violat the Laws of God and the Stare, and deſcrvero 
be corally rooted out. | 
THis is « which hath oblig'd the popes, in orderto 
cover their injuſtice, as IT have already ſaid; ro corrupt 
and change the Law of God, and to conceal the Scriptures 
fromthe people, aid after having eſtablithed Morals 
contrary thereuutoy ro overturn the Dorine'of the Faith, 
chat ſo there might bea proportion berwixt the Maxims 
. of their Government and their Opinions, and thart their 
Tyranny. might not bediſcovercd by the inequalizy-be- , 
rwixt them. This is, it that brought forth che Fine Do- 
rine of Tranſubſtantiation, of the Sacrifice of the Mals, 
the Infallibility ofthe Church, and many orhecs. 

For if they had not overturn'd the Rights of God and 
Manin their Do@rine and Worſhbip, 'as well asin the 
Governtvent and Diſcipline of 'the Church; and if they 
kad not extipguiſhed all the Light of xevelation, as well 
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as-that of reaſon, the Light chat ſhould have remained 
inthe. Deqtrrive, would have diſcover'd their Tyrann 
and Injuſtice, and the intention they had to make them 
ſclves Maſters of the World, and bring the ſame un- 
der their Subje&ion. So hkewile, if their .Eccleftaſtical ' 
Government, their Maxims and Practice had. been con- 
formableto the Scriptures and good Senſe,; and had con- 
tain*d nothing contrary to good Order, and the proſpe- 
rity.of people and Nations; .; and that togerher:with this, 
the DoRrine and Worlhip of their Church had been ex« 
{travagamt and ſenſelofs, as they arcat preſent, Men would 
have fill preſerved one of their Eyes,and have been alto-! 
gether blind, but mult haveperceived the falſchoodand in- 
j uſticeob he one;or the other, that 1s te ſay either oftheDo=- 
Arine which the popes had  impos?'d upon:them; . or of 
their Conduct in the Government of their Church, ' and-- 
{ o would either have demanded a Reformation; or ſhook 


Frocetr: Yoke; ſo that #i's vidible that r-was abſolutely. 


neceſlary. for the Intereſt of the Church: of Rowe, that. 
their Morals, and alſothe External Government of their 
Church, aud in one word, their whole Tyrainical Eco! 
Damy, aud cheir Docrines, ſhould anſwer one another. 
IT-1s nothing but Ambitton at the bottom Which hath - 
occaion'dall theſe Diſorders, . and that alſo by degrees, : 
for no one Man could form the project thereof all at once 
but during the many Ages that. this Myſtery. of Ioigaith 
has been at, work,the Court 'ofRome basjhmprov'd all occa- 
fans, and theCircumſtancesof Time, Place-and Perſons. - 
AL u this is apparently cometo paſs yery-naturally,and : 
by the lictle-that we know: of the Cortuption of Mens 
Puarts, we may perceive that thoſe who ate very Am-.? 


Ye- , (Þicious, are able: co: commir inſenſibly and by degrees) + 


p:oportionably to the Oppoſition they meet with, whe » 
ther it be by the Eſtabliſhed Laws, or by Men, Milli-; 
ous of Crimes, and trample under Foot all Laws Humane 
attd Divine, = ; 
WE. have all of us thoſe Seeds of Injuſticeand Pride, 
andaf God did not-reſtrain us by his Providence, bur 
preſented Tuch ONUS unto us a$ ke hath done ts 
IRS 
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the Popes, to become Maſters.oft che World, we ſhould 
by degrees become as wicked as they. Nemo repente fit 
turpiſjimys, No-map arrives to the height of Wickedneſs 


but by degrees, and in this caſe Ambinupus Perſons would: - 


reaſon with themlielves, much atter the ſame manner ay 
he did formerly,. who ſaid, $1 'violandum eft jus, regnan- 
di cauſa violandum eſt; 16 it be lawful to: break throvgh 
Law 1a any Caſe, it is lawtulto do it for a Crown aud'a 
Sceptre. | | 

Tax Heartof Man is umverſally and at all times the 
lame.” = 7-5; 

Let vs ſuppoſe, that ſome ambirious Prelate had Au- 
thority enougb-among the Froteſtanis ro form ſuch De- 
figns, as were thoſe of. the Biſhops of Rome, to raiſe 
themſclves in the fiiſt place -above other Biſhops and 
Prieſts, and- afterwards oyer Princes and People, they 
would go bear-to make vic ofthe fame Methods, as the 
Papes and their Clergy did; and as they ſhould receive 
Oppoſicion from time to time from thoſe that would en« 
deavour to reſtrain andtic them up to the Laws of God 
and Men, if they and their Succefſors ſhould overcome 
thoſe Oppoſiuons, they would. by degrees ſuppreſs the 
Holy «Scripture, overthrow all Moralicy, and introduce 
an:Utniiverſal diſſolutereſs of Manners; ſo that the Pro- 
teſtant or Chriſtian Religion, without —__ its Name, 
far that to be ſure they wonld bot do, ſhould become 
io the firſt place like that of the Church of Rome, in Goe- 
vernment and Diſcipline, and next in DoArine and 
Worſhip, thatis to ſay a perfet Biigandage or Robbe- 
ry, and that Proteſtant Pope ſhould become a Tyrant 0+ 
ver Proteſtant princes and People, by calling himſelf their 
Common Farther, and ſhould likewiſe become Maſter 
Of the States, Honour and repole of their Subje&s, with- 
out any hopes of Reformation, but by a Miracle 
wrought by che Almighty, : : 

Taxty would alſo cſtablifh an Inquiſition, and infi- 
nirly multiply the number of their Eccleſizfticks, thar 
is to ſay their Guard-Men, and would neither ſpare per- 
&diouſacſs aor Cruelty ro accompliſh their Deligns, and 
pogo Fm MOL iS er} 2507 o 2 EÞD1. ing 
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to maintain and avgment their Authority, They wouſd 
precend to Iufallibility as well as che Pope, and claim as 
much Right as he co cliange the Law of God, and to 
make that fin, which is nv fin, and fin to be account» 
ed Daty. - They would pretend to all power iy Heaven 
and Earth, and would labour inceſſantly to divide Prote- 
ſtanr Princes amongſt themſelves, and with: theic Sub- 
jects, weaken chem by all meags, that they might keep 
a Curbin their Jaws, and hold them in dependence u- 
pon themlelves. They would raiſe Wars for them with- 
- out number, Maſlzgzethotc that thould oppoſe theiclmpi- 
_ tetes and Ambuion tram time to time; nor would they be 
wan:ing if they foggd ir-neceſlary to baye Ordets of Cler- 
gy-Men, reſemblinguhe Monks and ſeſvites; or worſe 
than thoſeif}they could, ur:der other Names, and wohld 
I:kkewiſe afſemble - Councils; wherein they would efta. 
bliſh and make Decrees, like thele of Conſtance, La- 
teranand Trent : Et terus' Orbis Lroteſlantium mirarethy [e 
eſſe cAntichriſtianum; fo that the whole yroteſtane World 
ſhould wond-r ar 11s being become Aatichriftian. 

So that While the Pope and the Romuiſh Clergy, are 
polleſied of a Power of: Dominion and Rule, an* thac 
they will always be, unleſs God ſtir up ſome great ahd 
porent Prince to bring that raſcally crew tothemlelyes, 
as I hope he will; bur until] chat time chey mult always 
of necellity be crucl and perfidious by their Principles 
and Mazims, and prictend to Intallibility in their Do- 
&rine, Worthip and Morals, becauſe they have neither 
Ticles nor Foundation for their Uſurpations, .which are 

alpable and grols; for if they had, they could no more 

echarg'd wuh Ulurpations and Injuſtice, and it they 
werenot Uſurpers, they would not mainain cheir own 
Rights nor Gods, as they - impiouſly _. pretend. by 
Fomarining ſo many Crimes, aud preicnding tolafallibi- 
ity, with ſo much Impndence as they do, when they 
find no other way to colour their Impieties. There's 
Bone but unjuſt 2nd barbarous Ulurpers, who can make 
uſe of thoſe prerences as they do, 

Tyz moſt clear {ighted Proteſta 
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on the Ebuyrch of Rome, in regard of its Doctrine, as a 
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Medly of Idolatries, Herefies, Superſtitions, Errorx| 01 
and Blaſphemons Doctrines; and inregard of their Mo-| ta 
rals, as a compoſition of perfidiouſneſs and Infidelity, | cc 
Cruelty, Impurity and Pride; and they judge that all | 'w 
thoſerogether conſtitute and makeup the eſſential form 
of that Church, and they are not deceived. Burt at the |- Ii 
botrom 1tis Ambitionalone, as Ihave faid, which hath | ni 
produc'dand maintains all thoſe things, and is the Soul | ſt 
of their Church. One proof of this is, that there's no, a 
men who do leſsbelieve their Dodctrines, than the \ 1 
Men of Parts amongſt themfelves, who governall, bur  S: 
chiefly the Court of Rome. - In'thtir Civil Converſation of fe 
among other Men, they don'E&#þpear much worſe than | h 
they, as has been ſaid already? ahd' there's no room to 
doubt, bur if the Pope and his Gletgy could be aflur'd | n 
by the Orthodox Church, thar in caſe they would em- | t} 
bracethe pure Chriſtian Religion of the Proteſtants, they |- w 
ſhould have the ſame Dominion andPower over the | re 
Kings,Princes andPeople of the Earth,and the ſame Ze- | P. 
venues, Digrities and Means to advance all thoſe who ad- 'F 
Here ro them;there's no doubr,I ſay, bur they would pre- || if 
fer it, how wicked ſoeyer they may be,becanſeit is more | V 
conformable to Scripture, Reaſon, and the natural lighr of | tn 
Conictence, which oft pinches them, notwith ſtanding f mT 
eheir profound and 1nveterateHabirs of Error andCrimes, | 1ny 
I confeſs, That it were impoſſible for their Tyranny 
and Authority to ſubſiſt with that Religion, which 1s 


pure Chriſtianity, and the only Religion becoming the || go 
Excellence of Man, and therefore they were obliged to), fha 
Toot it out of the Church of Rome, that fo they mighe 7 re! 
Teign init. - Bur they haveat leait fo wuch Equity, that | Ri 
Men of Senſe amongthem,who would perſwade others Þþ fit; 
© embrace their Communion, don't demand that they 4 feſf 
Thould believe their Dotrines, which they have'no E= ff of: 


Steem of themſelves, but only that they ſhould go ta | ſta 

their Church, and for ether things, permit them to be- | Tra 

Tieve as they pleaſe. Ad 

IT muſt then be purely and ſimply Ambiitton, ſand a de- | tha 

Fire to Dominion, which bath ryined the Church of Rome | Me 
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or the Clergy, and which continues fo ruin them ſtil]; 


take bur that Viceaway from them, their Tyranny will 
ceaſe, Chriſtian Morality woald reaſlume its place, they 
would neither be Idolatrous, Superſtitious nor Heretical, 
Cruel nor perfidious, Tranſubſtaniiation, andthe Infal- 
- Iibility ' of their Church, and all other monſtraus Opi- 
vions would fall, their Diſcipline, Obſervacions, Cu» 
ftoms and Uſages ſo pernicious to the welfare of People 


; no, |: and Conntries, ſhoyld be aboliih'd, and we {ſhould ſee 


the \ Induſtry ,Arts, Manufactures, Commerce, Agriculture 
bur Sciences flouriſh every where, and their Clergy them- 
tion ſelves would become Chriſtians upon the Marter, and 
han | honeſt Men. 

n to  THovcn there was never any Religion in the World 
ur'd | more contrary to the Goſpel and Reaſon, than that of 
em- |' the Pope, in regard of Doctrine and Werſhip; yer I 
hey | will-adrentore to ſay, that it is ſtill more deteſtable, in 
the | regard ofthe Tyranny which 1s exerciſed therein by the 
Re- | Popeand his Clergy. 

ad- T For the better underſtanding of this, I maintain that 
pre- | if it were poflible* there were bn: two Religions in the 
ore | Wotld, one whoſe Dorine, was well founded on Scrip=- 
rof | tore and Reaſon, bur the Morals Impious, and the Max- 
ling |} ims of Eccleſiaſtical Government Tyrannical and tend- 
nes, | ing to the Oppreſſion and Ruin of Princes and their Do- 
nny | minions, And that onthe contrary, the Dofrives of 
1 is | the other were abominable, contrary to Scripture and 


good Senle, butits Moral Practice Good, and its Eccle- 
 fiaſtical Government tending co the advantage of Sove- 
# reigns 2nd theirPeople, to make Countries Flonriſhing, 
Rich and populons, and mainratuing peaceand Tranquil- 
lityin them, There's no Man of Senſe, but would con- 
feſs the Second Religion, would deſerve the Protection 
of thz State betrer than the frft. So chi! if the Prote= 


Rants ſhould became Idolaters and Hereticks, and teach 
Tranſubſtantiation, Purgatory, the Invocation of Saints, 
Addoration of the half of one of the two Sacraments.,and 
thar of Statnes and mages, or ſuch like DoQrines; their 
Morals and Maxzims of Ecclekaltical Goyernme 
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maining the ſame as they are at preſent, that is.to ſay, 
allowing ©c 595d, .Priaces and peopleali cheir Rights, as 
ro what reli.cs is Morals and the Government of Church 


and State, their Religion {ſhould betrer deſerve the. Pro-f; 


re&ion of the Stare, than chatofa Church; which thould 
deteſt Tranſubſtaniacion, Purgatory, &c. and art the 
ſame time by their Maximg, obſervations and Tyranny 


fill the World with Deſolation and Vice, avd ruin Prin- | 


ces and People, as the Roman Religion does - 
Sothar it appears heace, thar the Church and Religion 
of Rome, ace yet more abominable by their Tyranny ang, . 


Morals, than by cheir Idolatries and Errors. The Pope | 


_ and hisClergy are more Antichriſban by the Tyranny ebat 
they exercile over the Souls and Bodies, the Eltates, 
Honour, Life and Repole of Princes and People,. than in 
xegard of cheir Specularive lmpieties 6d Wortkip. But 1 
confeſs. that the one cannot be withonr the other, 
Where there is ſuch an horrible Tycanay, Religion can- | 
not long remain pure 1n DoRine, ahd where the Opini-y 
ons areſo Monſtrous, their Moraliy..aud Church Go- 
vernmenc mult n<eds become deteſtzble, .and tend tothe 
ruin of States, 

' I confeſs chat in relarion to God, it. is equally impoſ- 
fible, according to Scripiuce, for privat Idolaters, and 
thoſe thar p:aRiſe a Motaliry deſtrucive. to Sactety, to 
be ſav'd; ſo cthaiinihat retpett the Matter 1s equal, bur 
it is not ſo w'th reference :0o the State. 


ExpxR ENCE feaches us that there are Idolaters ma, | 
Þ 


are Morally honeſt, 2s co Dealings berurxt Man and Man, 
and good Country:men» wiio deſerve the proteQion of | 
Magiſtrates, and ihatther: arc 1]l Men amongſt rhe Or- 
thodox, wio deſerve to be cut off, or chaſtiſed ſeycre-_ | 
ly, as Murderers, Formicators, Robbers, &@c. 


As to Sovercigns and all Magiſtrates, the good of the | 


State is always preterr'd to that of the Church, as Nature 
In order preceeds Grace, and the Ljghr.of Reaſon thar 
of Faith. Far rhe Church cannot ſubſiſt withour the 
State, but the State can (ubſit well enough withour the 
Church; behce it follows that Diſturbers of che publick 
: er ones | peace 
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peace, and thoſe that plunder and ruin people, deſerve 
berrer to be cut'off or daniſhed out of a Country than 
Idolaters ot Hereticks, that don't rrouble the State, 
urch} , that the Church of Rome whois guil:y of both, thar 
is to ſay, ruins States, and 1s Idolatrous, deſerves more 
to bedeſtroyed upon the former account than *te latrer. 
'HrsToRY informs vs, That the Spirit of Domineering 
and Tyranuy began firſt in the Church of zome, ater 


7 which Vice and ipnorance, and next Idolatries and He- 
cfies infe&tedher'in Crouds, and deſtroyed all her Dog- 
3'ON farincand Worſhip. Fo: the ropes did firſt arcack the 
ang, femporal Righty of Sovereigns and people, before they 
PE made any attemp-upon the publick Worſhip. 
ebat | 1144p they bcen chaſtis'd for their Ambition, and kepr 
ES (| under as they ought, the Chriſtian Religion bad nor. 
"10 Fhecn deſtroyed ureerly 2amorg 'em, and people and Prin- 
ut If cos would have preſerved their rights. Ir is the Natye 
Der, | ral Order of the Ambition of the popes and rheir Clergy, 
2N- { that in orderto promote abr, 36 upon the remporal 
n-yY rights of Sovercigns and Pcople they make ule of what 
30- they call Spiritual Methods, co attain their end. Whence 
he it follows, that Sqvereigns ought to abhor them more 
fortheir ambition and Tyranny, than for their Doin, 
of- Þ tho' the onecannor ſubfiſt without the other, and they 
mY onght nor to delay one moment the exterminating of 
oO 


ſuch —_— out oftheifDominiong,when it is ſoclear- 


ly demonſtrated to 'em, as Ihave done, tha: it lays them 
| deſolate in ſach aterrible and amaſing manner, 
”, ArTen fogreata number of Political Keatons, which 
y 


ſo mamfeſtly prove che falſehood of the Romiſh Religi- 
| on, the Papifts, who henceforth connune obſtinares 
muſt find out other Methods to palliate it, and not apply 
themſelves to refute all our Arguments from Sripture, 
 Reaſonand Senſe againſt cheir Opjnions and pretended 


the ; Myſteries, but to prove, ifthey can, that all the xea- 
UT } ſons I have brought againſt chem are falſe, and thai the 
br XVIIL Articles, by which 1 have made it appears thar 


t» | ey lay Countries defolate, are {uppokuitious or of no 
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Ly \ 


| 2 6 OF WEIR IRS & 
conſequence; But when ſhall they be able to do it 3 
They will not find it cafie to difentangle themſelves from 
the Arguments hece laid down, which are. ſo palpable 
and obvious to Seufe. Soo yo 
IT will betono purpoſe fot them tq alledge the Infalli - 
bility of rheir Chucch, as they have ſucceſsfully done to 
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maintain Tranſubſtantiation, for. here their Sophiſms. 


r 
[vo! 


cannot ſo mnch as impoſe. upon a Servant- Maid, who. j$zo b 


of her (elf may judge of my Arguments, which relarero. . | 


matters of Fact thac they themſelves couch and manage, ._ 
are viſible, and plain,” and proportioned to the capacities; 


Alle 


rn 
ofthe moſt Ignorant, and which may all be examened. gf x 
to the bottom in a very {itcle time. | ma) 

THERe'sno need' of underſtariding Hebrew, Greck or | wki 
Latine ' for this, nor Divinity and Philoſophy, nor ſo Is 
much as to read the Old aud New Teſtamen, or thoſe. o 
they call the Fathers: The diſcuſſion of this Point is not || yg 
tedious, and it will beto, no purpoſe for the rapiſts to. | the 
alledge preſcriptien in this, no.more than it would be '& þ& 
fora Troop of highway-men, vickpogkets or falle Coin- upo 
ers, who had bcen accuſtorned to the cutting of rurſes || (ho 
without being taken riotice of, or had for a long time, || yyit 
cheated and ruined a'Senſeleſs people, who did not ob-: | :f x 
ſerve that theic Money was Counerfcited. , The miſchiefs. Þ tha 
aretioo great and manifeſt, not ro have a remedy attemprt- :-} ean 
cd as ſoon as poſlible, whenever they are diſcovered, 9- ; 1 
therwiſc vrinces and people, who arc ſo.much coucern'd : | yer 
therein, muſt have loſt their ſenſe, | ' ces 

IT appears plain by what Ibave 1:1d, that ſo magy ( 'ohis 
perſons, who for diverſe Ages, have. pals'd for great || qj 
Miuiſters of State avd politicians, in popiſh States and. | og 


Kingdoms, werein reality yothiup; buron the contrary; ,, »Re 
mean fpirired Men, thar either did not percaiye thole- | 
Diſorders of ropery, which are obyious to eveiy Mans: 
View, nay, as 7 may fay, leap on his Face, or ſuttercd.. 
a Religion ſo 1idiculous and rTuinocus ro Seyeicigus and 


tay 


theic people, and ſo contraty topood Manners, to takes, 
place, andto be tlic xeligion ofthe State. | 


F HIS 


$3 

Tu1s Treatiſe which proves fo evidently, and in a 
Method ſgited to the Capacity of the molt Ignorant and 
Unlearned Perſons, the Falſheod and Tranſcendent Ma- 
ligntty of the Church of Rome and her Religion, and 


| which I defie all or any of them ever ro anſwer, will 


hence-forward take of the Mask from all che Hypocri- 
rical Clergy of that Church, who though they believe 
nothing of their Religion themſelves, yet they pretend 


;Jof Eaſe and the World,aud a Spirit of Pro 


70 be fincerely of her Communion, under a Counterfeit 


 JAllegation, that the Holy Scripture is Obſcure, and that 
, {tbe ſaid Church is Iufallible, whereas they are in good 


arneſt recain'd in her Communion m— by their Love 
anity,that they 


may enjoy the Sen{ual Pleaſures, and Carnal Delights, 


| which arc the Lot or Inhericance ef the Romith Cler- 


"fo that heaccforwatd the Popiſh Clergy can't but be 
nnederſtood ev'n in Popiſh Countries themſelves, to be 
the greateſt Enemies of the Stare, and of Mankind. . 

Aud henceforward we {hall have Reaſon alſo to look 
upon all the ether Papilts, who can read or have heard 
thoſe Reaſons Diſcours'd of, as Impious profane People 
withour Religion, and thar Love nothing but the World, 


"(| if they ſtill continue in the nobappy Commugion of 
! that great Hatlor, ſeeing ker Shame and Uncleaneſs 
j cannotin any wile be conceal'd. 


We ſhall moreover have more Reaſon row than c- 


vo 
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ar 
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ver to look upon all Proteſtants, Great or Small, Prin- 
'CES Or Subjects, that renounce the Reformation or ra- 
eher Chtiſtianity, ro embrace Popery, as declared Ene- 


| mies of the Stare, ſeeing Popery 15 ſo evidently prov'd 


to be the Bane of allCountries, whereitis the obtaining 


j>Religion: Norcan wein particular, cntertainaby more 
favourable Opinion of thoſe Engliſh proreſtants who 


continue Jacobites, though they do not change thee 
Religion. 


Tris ſhould alſo make ſuch Proteſtants bluſh who en- 
terrains or rather would bring others to cntertain 2 


o90d Opimon of the Church of Rome, . as it It wor 
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Rtiil a Frue Church, and comparable in any degrer to 


the Church'of England, or other Retormed Churches ; 


whereas there's Bo More compariſon to be made be- 
tween them, than between Chriſt and Belial, the I emple 
of God andthatof [dols. | 

I hope alſo by this way of writing, to deliver the 
World trom abundance of -Diſpures and Vain Quelti- 
ons, about the Popes Supremacy, whether he be the 


Center of Unity,the Source and Founair of Ecclefaaſticaly, 


Miniſtry, that is, of the Miſſion of all Biſhops and Mi- 
niſters, ro which Pretenſieus he has no more Rignt than 
the A7uphti, asalſo about the Infallibility et the Po 


and his Church, Trarſubſtantiatior, Invocation aud n 


Adoration of Saints and Angels, anda thouſand Inant- 
mate Creatures; in which Vain and Foohſh Uiſpures, 
the Proteſtants loſt abundance of Time, in endeavou- 
ring to convince the. Popiſh Clergy, ot the Folly and 
F:llhood of thoſe Opinions, which they themlclvcs 
know to be Falfe, 'as well as we, and without Foun*a- 
ticn, and laugh at us in their fleeve, that we ſhould 
think them ſo fimple, as to believe thole nonſenfical 
and ridiculons Opinions, 

Ir they believed their own Dectrines and pretended 
Myſteries, they would not profane them as they do, 
forcivg People by a thouſand rormcats to go to their 
Mals, and to ſwallow. down their pretended Ged of 
Bread, which the Proteſtants profeſs publickly to abo- 
Minate, as they do their ether Myfterics. ; 

Ry this means I hop: I have alſodclivered our Divire 
from a ſort of Necellity they lay under, by reaſon o 
their Controverſies with the Papilts, ro read again and 
againthole Books call'd the Fathers Eccleſraflical Hiſtory, 
ghe Hiſtory of Councils, the School-Divines, Canomlts and, 
Decretals of the popes, &c. which areall of 'era Vaig Stu- 
dies, tor the molt part; yer they were oblig'dto ſpend 
great deal of timein following them, winch might have 
deer betrer improved iu applying themlelves only ro 
Meditating and ſ{earchivg out the Meaning of the Holy 

Scriptures, which has ecu muſh betics —_—_— 
&& 


f 
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: Aince the Reformation RE in all the Ages preceding, 

and.isthe only Study ip which a Mars whole Lite can 
be profitably. ſpear, 

HENCE we may alſo perceive of how litile conſequence 

It 15 t© as, in regatd of our Comtroverfies with the Church 

of Rome, to know which of the two Hiſtorics of the 


than 


wn 


[ 


Council of Trent is the Trucſt and moſt Faithinl, viz. 
that of the Incomparable Fa. Paols, or that of the rro- 
fanc Cardinal Pallavicmi, call'd of along time his New 
Goſpel, which docs not deſerve to be read, ſecing we 
ave a thouſand other ſtranger Proofs of the Impicry of 
.the Court of Rome, and cheir pretended Religion, than 
that Hiſtory of Father Paolo, though cxcellent in it ſelf, 
as ro the Matter of Fa, 

Wer may very well ſay, that the Comncil of Copſtance 
and Lateran, did Evidence and: Eſtabliſh as great Impie- 
ties aSthe Council of Trent diverſe Ages beforeir. That 
which was molt fatal ro Chriſtianity 10 that Impions laſt 
Council, was, that all the Idolatries and Hereltes of the 
Church of Rome, as allo her Tyranny, were therein 
Cooſecrated and Eſtabliſhed in Form of Laws, with A- 
vathemas ; ſothar if there were any remainder of Chri- 
| ſtiamty in that pretended Church before the Council of 
Trent, which is indecd very much to be deubted, it was 
abſolurely deſtroyed thereby ; eſpecially if we conſider, 

that by Vertive of the Dccifions oft that pretended Coun- 
ctl, where the Proteſtants could vor afſhſt, becauſe it 
Fiat not free, and a]l was done therein by Bribes, Vio- 
lence and Treachery, againſtthe eroceſtacions of almoſt 
all the Prjnces of Europe even Papiſts, who had demand- 
ed a Free Council, By Veriue I ſay, of the Deciſions of 
har yrofane and Impious Aſſembly, the Pope and his 
Clergy didafcerwards put in praQtice all the Cruelttes and 
Barbacities imaginable, in order to quench the Light of 
the Goſpel ia the Blood of the Reformers, and did alſo 
highly raiſe the fury of their !1n0quifition, which vri- 
bunal alone proves the abſolute Reprobation of the 
Romisb Church, better thaw any thing that wasdone in 
the Council of Trent. A 
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TaxeChurch of Rome has retain'd nothing of Chriſtianity 
but the Name, and ſome ſmall Appearances of it, in 
'order to enrich herſelf by them, juſt as the Rovers of. 
eAlgiers, who put out a Chriſtian Flag when they de- 
ſign to enſlave and ſwallow up cheZhriftians ; for at the 
bottom there's norhing in the Church ofRome but Idola- 
ary, Petfidioufneſs, Cruelty and Tyranny. 

it would ſecm reaſonable alſo, that after ſo many 
and ſo evidcnr proofs, that the Pope is the greateſt Ene« | 
myof all the Chriſtian States, and of Chriſtianity it ſelf, 
that Proteſtant Travellers 6honld be more ſcrupulous to; 

Kiſs the yopes Foot, when they are at Rome: ror 'tisnot'F 

as a Temporal prince that the Pope impoſes upon taem 

ſuch an lIgnominious and an Abje&t Submiſſion, bur as 
the e Antichriſt or Vicar of Chriſttor the word &r|IN pieTo5 | 
fGipuifics thar, as ay]:facAtvs ſignifies aPYiceroy,&aryura- 

Tos a Proconſul. The rope, I{ay,and all his Court take it to 

be a Religious Worſhip, and in acknowledgment of 

His Almighty power, both in Heaven and Earth, as be- 

ivg the Vicar of Chrift, orthe Antichriſt ; nor as Enemy 

of Chriſt, which the word ſignifies alſo by the ſpecial 

Providence of God, tho' he be ſuch an one Ka?f Zoxny 

IT know Travellers commonly have but a mean Idea of 

Rel;zion; and do this meerly out of a baſe Covetous- 

neſs to get-the Popes Golden Medal, and fancy that 'cis 

only a civil reſpe&t which they pay 'to him, as to a 
Temporal Prince, and not a Religious one; But *cis a 

horrid miſtake: For the Pope pretends itis duc to him, 
by Vertue of a Prophecy in the Old Teſtament, byl 

which 'tis ſaid of the Meſlias, That all Nations ſhall bow 
down and ſubmit to him, and lick the duſt of his Feet, Other- 
wiſe the Pope has no ground to pretend to thar exceſſive 
and ſhameful Submiſſion, above ſo many Princes in the'|” 
World, who have a greater Temporal Power and Re- 
venue, are of a far nobler Pedegree, and ace infinitely 
bercer in all reſpeAs than he is ; So that all thoſe Tra- 
vellers who are guilty of that, commit beſides the fin 
2gainſt God, *a horcid baſeueſs againſt 'emſelves and 
Chriſtianity ; and in truth, T ſhould rhiok that thoſe who 
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w1ll be fo baſe hereafter, as tro ſtoop te that Villany for 


the Golden Medal, would make no great ſcruple to pro- 
ſitute themſelves alſo for Money to the other xoman 


Prelates at Rome, & Mulicbria: patt. 

THERE is nothing in my Opinion more capable of in- 
ſpiring ove with Low and abaſed Thoughts of Mankind, 
than to ſee Kings and Princes, and their Counſells, who 


. ought to be the. moſt clear-faghied and prudear of all 


Men, asto what concerns the Welfare of.their Domini- 
ons and: People, tro ſuffer themſelves to be led by the 
Noſe, by the moft Vile and Abje& Raſcals inthe. World, 
who have impoſed ſuch a Fooliſh and Shametull Reli- 
#!on upon them, under pretext of which they pillage, - 
rnine,.and Jay waſte their Countries, without their 
perceiving it, or at-leaſt endeavouring to d:liver them- 
ſelves from that Yoke of Slavery, 

THE Church of Rome is not contented thus to treat 
thoſe thac ſhe hath already brought under, but would 
alſo (wallow up all others, and yct if you'l believe her, 
ſheis, as I have ſaid, infallible, and there's no Salva- 
10H to. be hop'd for, but io her Communion, and by 
fſubmiccing to her Yoke ; which is all oue asif the molt 
diſlolure Proſticute in a City, ſhouldalledge thar all the 
honeſt Women are debauched, and cannot learn how to 
behave themſelves except they come to her School: Or 
juſt as if a multitude of Proftigate, Impious Debauchees, 
Thiefs, Falſe Coiners and Murcderers, pretended to ime 
pole anew Religion upon Men, to Adminiſter Juſtice to 
all the World under pretence thar fome of thetr Ance- 
ſtors, from whom they claim a Dire and Legal Suc- 
ceſlion, were honeſt Men, and ated in thoſe Stations 
a thouſand years ago. For it is jult the ſame ; the Popes 
prerend to be Succeſſors to the Bilyops of Rome, who 
were, as they pretend, the Succeſlors of Saint Peter, but 
what conſcquence canthey draw from it, if it were true, 
ſecipg they are now all Idolarers, Hereticks & the greateſt 
Tyrants-intheWorld,and have been ſuch for {everaiſApes, 
Is it-not certain that Judas, cho? he was an Apolile him- 
ſelf, forfeited bis Right to his Office, by betraying his 
CRE oy a : ; _ Maſter? 


(100 3 | 
- Maſter ? how much more have the Popes and the Po- 


piſh Church forfeired it, who out-do him as much as 


che Protorype uſes, ro out-do it's Type, 

Let's ſuppoſe that the Mahometan Muphtis , who 
are a kind of Chriſtians, as well as the, Popes, fiance 
they acknowledge Chriſt for a grear prophet, did pre- 
tend that they are the Suceſlors of thoſe Biſhops of 


eAſia to whom St. John in his Revelation, dircs ſome . 


Admonitions> who had at leaſt as much xigbt co 
prerend to be the Succeſiors of the Apoſtles, as the now 


. Biſhops of Rome. Let us ſuppoſe, I ſay, that thoſe 4 
"AMuphtis did pretend now, not only to have their ©} 


_ Mithon from Chriſt, but ro be the Cenmrer- ity. 
among Chriſtians, and under that pretence © 'us 
to tutn Mahometans, would the ropith Church think 
their Arguments good 3 and yet they have as much 
Right co ſuch pretenfions as the Pope and his Cler- 
gy, who are more Antichriſtian rhan they. 

Tax Pope then and his Clergy being without Con- 
troverſy, as I have demonit:ated, the greateſt Ene- 
mies to Jeſus Chriſt, and to the Chriſtian church; 
is it Bot 'a horrid Piece of Impudence and Folly, to 
precend that they are or may Rill be the Fountain of 
the Ecclehiaſtical Misfion and Miniſtry? It is agaigſt 
God's Holineſs, Trath and Wiſdom ro think ſo, and 
Blaſphcmy co ſpeak fo : For did ever apy wile Prince 
cruſt his Authoriry, his Peiſon and Femily to Rebels 
and his greateſt Enemies, does nor he on the contra- 
ry, deprive them of all their (-flices, and of all his 
Favours, for otherwiſe he ſhould coun:enavce their 
Rebellion and Crimes; but when they have ſubmited 
avd ſworn Fidelity afreſh: then 1f he thinks fic to 
pardon them, and give rem their Offices again, there 
mutt be new Patents and a new Commisſton ; or elſe 
he would be guilty of Folly agatuſt his own Crown 
and Dignity ; juſt zhe ſame as it our Lawful Sovereign 
Kivg William, did truit- his Authority, Perſon and 
People to the Iriſh, who are 1n the lace Kings Service 
f2 Erance, and his own oreareſt Enemies, and _ 

they 
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they ſhould exerciſe thar Authority without renouncing 


Y; 


Popety, Idolatry, aud thelate Kipg, This might juſtly 
be called a truſting the. Sheep co the Wolves, Unlcis Pe 
ter after the abjuring of his Maſter, had repenied of 
that great fin, and been allo reftor'd by tis Maltec tothe 
Apoltleship, by a thrice-repeated Commisfion to feed 
bis Sheep,as he had three times abjured him; Unleſs,I ſay, 
Chriſt had fo ſealed bis Pardon and rcnew'd his Com mis- 

on, he had forfeited his Apoſtleſhip : How much more 


| then haththe Papiſh Church forfeued all her pretended 


Priviledges, by the multitude of her Idolatrics, Herefies, 


\ Execrable Morals, aud by her Tyraopy over Princes 


and Nmions ? 
I Folly in Proteſtants to diſpute ſeriouſly with 
the Keman Clergy, and quote Scripture, of bring Rea- 


ſornIganſt them z tor they Know very well that the Scrip= 
rure 19 againſt chem, otherwiſe they would not prohibit 
the Reading of it, nor [peak with that diſreſpect of the 
ſame, as they do, it is juſt the ſame as if you would en- 
deavour to diſpute Highway-menor Proſticures out of 
their way of Living, which they have choſen before 
all others, with a Reſoluton never ro abandon the 
ſame. 

It's a Maxim in Logick, that one ought not ro diſpute 
with thoſe who deny Principles, nor with thoſe who 
impuden ly Controvert certainTruths. And can any So- 
ciety be Marc guilty of this, thapthe Church of Rome, 
who orders thole of her Communion to violate all the 
Commandments of God, all the Maximg of Chriſtia- 
nity, aud allthe Laws of Nature and Society, t© Con- 
vert Men, as ſhe calls it, to her Religion? Canchere be 
any thivg more eftronicd and impudent than that pre- 


. tended Church, whenin her Debates with us, ſheaftercs 


alſo, as 1 have ſaid alicady, her own infallibility, in Pil- 

laging, Ruining and laying Defolate thoſe Nations thar 

ſubmit to ker Yoke; and likewiſe by denying that there 

was any Pciſecution is France, -or that their pretended 

Sacrament 1s Keal Bread, @c. 

To what purpoſe is i to Diſpute of Religion _ 
(| 
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. fack'a Church; whichtor ſeveral Ages hath' impugemly 


Anarhematiz*d thoſe who Communicate'iin'both kinds, : 
though ſhe own'd at the ſame rime, thar Jeſus Chriſt + 
cotnmanded we ſhouid do ſo; when he inſtituted thar- 
Sacrament, .and thac the Apoſtles and Primitive Church - 


did the like. 


- It excecdingly delights the Popiſh Clergy, ro find the 


Proteſtants ſeriouſly Diſputing agaiplt cheir Rediculous 
Dotrines, for they value themſelves upon it, as having 


Wit enough ro make all their Extravagancies ſeem pro-' 


blemarical at leaſt, ' For it requires as much ingenuity” 
to pur a fair colour on their Follies,/as if a Man ſhould 
undertake to prove that the Devil loves Truth, Juſtice 
and Holineſs, or that that which is call'd Truth and 
Holineſs, is Falſe and fin/ul. What delight would nor 
the Devil take to hear Mcn Diſputing, whether he 1s to' 
be Worſhipp'd arid Religionſly Served as well as God. 
This compariſon is not roo harſh, for in many places of 


the Scripture, the Adoration of Creatures, both Anima»: .. 


red and Inanimated, ſuch as the Papiſts are guilty of, 1s 
call'd rhe Adoration of Devils ; to drink the Cup of I- 
dols, is call'd @' drinking the Cup of Devils z tO Sacrifice 
to Idols ( as the Papiſts do when they Invoke and A- 
dore, ſo many Creatures in meaven or Earth, and 
when they offer the Sacrifice of their Maſs to pretended 
Saints, who are dead, and mcer Idols ) that's call'd-in 
Scripture, @ Secrificeto Devils, the adoration of Images 
of Gold and Sitver,is joyn'd with thee Adoration of Devils. 
And ſeveral DoQtrines which ſeem co be none of the 
moſt Impious of the Romiſh Church, are call'd the Do- 
Frines of Devils, ſuch as is their prohibiting their Ec- 
clefiaſticks ro Marry and eating fuch and ſuch ſorts of 
Meat, Oe. 

I mention all this by che by, without quoting the 
places of Scripture, becauſex am no Divine, buc thoſe 
who read the Seriprares know what 1 ſay is true. They 
knowalſo'thatthe Romiſh Church is calld in Scripture 
by the Names of Sedom, Egypt and Babylon, as if the Spi- 
rit of God had ſought for the harthelt Terms, to-denvte 

b-& <4 ; 'S 


— 


zF 


— 
, Q. 
© 


a 


So BEE , DITA 
tous in ſome degree, the infinite Malignity of ths 
Rowiſh Charch,: which is beyond all. Expreſſion and 
Idea, Their Clergy, I fay, take a great delightra fe 
our Divincs buſicd in confuting their Opinions, - a$ 
choſe who undertakt the Apology. of Folly, do when 
they ſee others ſeriouſly contuting their foollh Ar- | 
guments. . | | [NEE : 
|, If ic were not for the Riches of Popery, and the 
Princcs avd the pumbers of People, who follow that Beaff 
and falſe Prophirz according to the Prophecies of the new 
A Tcltament, it would appear ro the Judgment of the Pa- 

'Piſts themſelves, the moſt execzable Religion thar ever 
was & Ihope there will come a time, whea all theWorld 
will be: atnazed, to underſtand by Hiſtory that there 
hath ever been jatbeWocld (ucha Portentous and Mon - 
ſtrous Religion as thar is. | | 

I promis'd at the beginning of this Work, ro demon- 
| | ſtraie the grear Advantages which the King and King- 
dom of France might reap by abaliſhing Popery ; in or- 

der to {new by thac ſingle example, what Advancage d- 

ther ropiſh Nations might. xcap by the ſame, and 
the great ones that Evgland avd other Proteſtant 

Couantrics enjoy by the Reformation : 1 ſhall therefore 
| how ſay, that thould it pleaſe God to put it into the 

heare ot the K, of France, who Reigns at -prefenc, and 

who of along time ſcems to a great many people, 10 

be deſtin'd..to do great things, to;deliver his Kingdom 
{} from the Tyranny of the pope, he' would rcap abun- 
' dance of more true glory from ir before God and: Man, | 
than he would have done, had he becn able toconquer 
the whole World. That would be an Aion eculy &<- 
roick, infinitely greater than any thivg he 'kath done hi- 

therto, and: weuld be a clearer demonſtration to the 
World, that he hath a Great and Noble Soul. This 
xecutn to God, to himſelf and to his. Peaple, would 
compenfate for all the paſt Miſcartiages of his Reign, 
and preſerve thofe great Titles,. which have either been 
given him by others, or afſum'd by himſelf, 8s © fo tht 
G)0ry of all che great things that he may bays done. 

My th 
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Then indeed he would deſerve the Title of Moſt Chri- 
Fttan Kivg which can never be properly given to a Po- 
Piſh Prince, becauſe Popery and Chriſtiamity are Anti- 


podes to one another, ar leaſt a 
ro light, 

It 15 well known that ever fince he aſcended the. 
Throne, the honeſter ſort of Papiſts 1a that Kingdom, 
have entertain'd hopes that this great and glorious prince 
would deliver it trom the Popes diſgcacetul Yoke, by: 
creating a Pairiarch, Bur the Court of Rome by the 


s much as darkneſs is 


pernicious Counfcls of her Clergy, who have'fotd them<$ 
iclves to 1niquity, diverted him from thar defign, by 


' znfpiring him with falfe Ideas of the Glory and Gran- 
deur be would acquire by extirpating the Proteſtant 
Religion, which they call Hereſfie, out of bis Kingdom, 
that 1s to ſay, to perfecute ſuch true Chriſtians as were 
inthe ſame, with all mannerof Fury in order to Sub- 
jet rhem 10 the Pope, inſtead of making War upon 


rhat Grand Enemy'of Jefus Chriſt, the greateſt thar a 


" ver hehad or can have, 
Ic muſt be confefied that the defign of eſtabliſhing a 
Patriarch in France, was very conſiderable; ſceing that by 
' that meaus they had deſign'd ro deliver theKingdomfrom 
aForeign Y oke, as ruinous as poxfible ;but it muft be ack- 
nowledged on the other band, that it would be abundant- 
ly and more affuredly Glorious and 4dvantagious to Re- 
form the National Religion entirely from fo many fright- 
ful Errors in DofQtrine, and ſo great a number of Cy- 
toms and Superſtitions, that are pernicious tothe State, 
and were introduc'd into the lame under the favour of 
that profound darkneſs, -whichthe Tyranny of the rope 
bach ſpreadtherein, and which 1a their eurn maimain 
and ſupport that Tyranny, | 


v 

For if we conſider things duly, that hortid Dark+« 
nels aud Ignorance could not have been disfipated by the 
meer Creationot a Patriarch, for notwithſtanding that, 
moſt of thufe ruinous Diforders, repreſented in the 
 toremenrioned 18 Krticles, would ftilt have continued, 
becauſe they are the gatural- Dependances and Neceflary 
a Con 


Wor; 


Ic 
were 
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Conſequences of the other Principles of the Romith 
Religionwhich would have remain'd entire notwithſtan- 
ding the Creatien ot a Patriatch,the Abolition of the Pa- 
pal Authority only being excepted. 

Beſides ſuch an Inconfiderable Change as this, the 
reſt of the Popiſh Religion beiug continued, would net- 
ther have be:n Advantagious foc the Salvation of Men» 
Glotiousto the Kivg, not Proficable to the Stare, For 
Idolatry and the other Herefics remaining, t}:ere would 
have always been an Imposfibility of being taved 1n 
that Religion, and the greateſt part of the Oppresfion 
ctendiog ity being alſo continued, the people would 


had but ti) - reltet by it, nor would the King of France 


have reap'd the fourth part of the Advawiage, which 
he might expect from a thorough Reformation. 
Neither is it to be thought that 16 {mail a change, 
could be Tfolid and durable; for ar the bottom, 1t's 
certain that it'sthe Popes, who have made the Religion 


3 of the Church of Rome to be what it is, cither by cor- 


1upting the Doctrine of rhe Apoſtles, or Adopring ite 
Idolatry and Worthip of the yagans, or by Forging 
now and then new Articles of Faith, for t1e'ir vwn private 
Intereſt and chat of theic Clergy : And it 15 certain that 
their Religion is founded on no other Authority buc 
that of the Pope, and therefore Cardinal Paliavicini had 
icaſon to ſay in his yftory of the Council of Trem, 
call'd by ſome, bis new Goſpel, Tytii gh Artrcolt deila 
Religione unitamente conſiderati non banmo altra certez2a 
prosſuma ed immediata che |) Autorita del ſummo Pontefce ; 


ti, e that all the Articles of theic Rehgion confiderd to- 


gether, have no other certain and immediate tounda- 
tion, but rhe Authority of the Pope. So that if we 
caſon. con{equearially from this Prznciple;. the Popith 


Religion cannot be preſerved but by. the preſervation 
of the Papal Authority, from which it derives all the 
the Anthofity, that gives it avy valucinthe eyes of the 


>|World . 


Ic is alſo probable, that if a greater Reformation 
were not made immediately upon the Creation of a 


| (942 - 
| Fatriarch,the Popes Authority would he again Re-eſta- 


| their Tyranny : And moreover, if the King who had 


w 


bliſhed z for be ſhould without doubt have always 2 
rear Party in the Kingdom ; under the favour ot thar 
orrid Darkneſs which muſt have centinued therein 14 1t 

had heen no ocher bur for the Jeſuites and Monks, who 

would be couſtantly - Jealous that the Patriarch would 
pair their Nails. One Party of the Nation would al- 
mode have entertained a Correſpondence with the Popes 

Friends þeing united by their Communion in the 

ſame Religion excepting the Opinton of the Authority 


Papal Authoricy. ' And ſo much tbe more, that the Court 
of Rome would have been prodigal of their Treaſures, 
and have ſpar'd nothing en this occaſion to maintain 


created a 2Patriarch, ſhould come ts have dicd before 
zhe Reformation ſhould have been compleated, and a 
prince of leſs Authority; had Succeeded, there woul 
have been an end of the Parriarchar, 

This creRing of a Patriarch would not have pleaſed 
he Popilh Princes neither; fo that they would have 
zjoyned with the Pope and the Party thar adher'd ro him 
in France, avd would cither have ſtirr'd up Civil Wars 
there, or have made War upon it themfclres. 

Nor could this imperfe& Change have ſatisfied the 


of the-Pope, tho' tome would have made ſcmbfance of, 
rejecting that too, for fear of their King» yet the 4 
ould effeually endeavour theRe-eſtabhihment of 4s : 


Proteſtant Princes, who would always have look'd u- 
Pon Frence as Idolatrous and Heretical, and ready tore 
turn again to wallow in that mire, wbence ſhe hath made 
ſome tffort ro ger our, and begun to liftrup her head 
ſo that they would never put any confidence in her. Ir 
thould happen to France inthis caſe, as italways happens 
{o Neutra] zrinces in the quarrels of Neighbouring Po- 
rentates, their Neutrallity does not reconcile them with 
eheir Enemies, nor yet procure them any Friends. - Neu- 
2allizas neq; eAmicos parit neq, Inimicos tollit, faith T4- 


& 


citys ; Inſach caſes we muſt beeirher t'one orr'other, 
and av2id that which is call'd Confilig Media, _ 
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faint Reformation wpuld have ſcrv'd fornovght, but to 
awake all the Malice-of the Pope, and the Miſchievous 
Ecclefiaſtjcks of the Kingdom, who would have reap'd 
the ſame Advantage from this, that a ſtrong Man does 
from the Impotent Menaces of bis Enewy which ſerve 
only to put hjm on his Guard and ſet him at Work, to 
prevent the threatned Miſchief, according to the Italian 
Proverb, Le Minaccie ſono Ve Armi dg] Minacciats, Threats 
ſound an alarm to the threatrned Man, to take Arms ei - 
ther co defend himfelfor offend his Enemy, aspceafion 
requires. | 
WurHEREas if the King of Francedid not do things. by 
halves but ſhould, together with hig SubjeRts, renounce 
all at once the falſe Dorines, Worſhip, Supe: ſtition 
and Abuſes of the Church of Rowe, and Free his King-. 
dom from that Tyranny, by eſtabliſhing the light of the 
Goſpel co enlighren his People, among whomat is hid 
under a Candleſtick, be might aſſure bimſelt that ſuch 
an Evangelical Reformation would be followed by un- 
expresfible Advantages to himſelf gnd his People both 
in regard of Temporal and Eterval Lite. 
SOME may perhaps objeR that ſach a compleat and ſud- 
den Reformation, muſt, needs ſhake the Kingdom of 
' France, and that there's no pas({ing ſo ſuddenly trom one 
Extream to another without danger, that 1s to ſay, from 
the' thick darkneſs of Popery, fo the bright ſhinin 
I:;ghrt of Chriſtianicy, and therefore it muſt be done 
gradually, as onr Seviour did when he reſtored fight 
ro the- Blind, they did nct at firſt {ce all ObjeRts di- 
ſt.n&t!y ; but Men walking like Trees, and that God 
does. not make us paſs from the dark night ro the 
bright day, bur by the dawning of the Morning, and 
therefore according to that Witdom, it were propeg 
firſt to eſtabliſh a Partriarchat in France, before they 
endeavour a Goſpel-Reformarion. 
To this I anfwer, that as tothe Authority of the 
Pope, which the Creationof a Patriarch would have 


over-turn'd, all the Parliaments of Fragce, and amongſt 
others that of Paris, all Perſons of Leazning, Senſe. 
| IIA and 
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and Honeſty, ev'n amongſt the Clergy themſelves, do 


not acknowledge that Autherity in cheir hear: ; nay; 
they deſpiſe all other DeCtrines contrary to thoſe of the 
Pcoteſtants, as being evidently falſe or upprofitable. 


The Kings Authority and the .ReſpeR or Fear that. 


they. have for him, are the only Ties which retain 
them, leſt hethould deſtroy or ruinethem, if they did 
rurn Proteſtants, They have had many Doftors of a 
longtime, who have opened their Eyes in regardof the 


Popes Authority and diverſe other ſuch Dodtrines, as | 


the Cancellor Gerſon and the Drs. Richer, de Launcy, the 


Author of the Bookcall'd Les Moyens Seurs + Honetes, © 


Sure and Honeſt Methods, Eiras Du Fin, and many other, 
without mentioning the Books of Proteſtants ; and be- 
fides, the Janſeniſts, th: new | biloſophy an the preſent 
Quietiſts, do ſomething of that Nature; An1-there's 
ground of hope that allche Nation will be moved at the 
infinite number of Miſchiefs, which Popery occaſions in 
the State jwhen theyare ſer before their Eyes. 

We: muſt alſo conſider, that the Rigot and Length 
of the Jaſt Perſecution ot France, Bay which continues 
fill, and hath been one of the longeſt and molt cruel 
that ever the Chriſtians eadur'd ſince the eſtabliſhment 
ot Chrifttani'y ; that grand Rigor, I ſay, and the con- 
rinvVance of the perſecution, bave giv'n occaſion to all 
perſons of the Romih Communion, Who bad not ab- 
ſfolurely diveſted themſelves of all Couſcience and Hu- 
manity, and become perſe& Bruits, co inquice 1nco thole 


Opinions, for which the Proteltants have ſuffered, and . 


ſuffer ſtill (fo many evils, and have found them Reaſo- 
aable and Chriftian, contrary to what the Monks repre- 
«fenced them ro be, anddiverſe of the honeſteſt of tha 
Clergy-men who were formerly very Ignorant bave in- 
ſtructed themſelves in them. All of them have been 
terrified ro find ſo mbch Courage, Firmneſs, Humility 
; 8nd {urprizing patience amongſt an infinire number of 
Perſons of-all Sexes, Ages aud Conditions, which 
made them to thiak, that tn all this, there was ſome - 
tizing Divine, '24;07 74; they are allo ſurpriſed to — 
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by the Zeal which thoſe roor reople,diſcover at preſenc 
when percſecated in diverſe places with rhe utmolt rage, 
that they are leſs Papiſts than ever, which occaſious 
many' thoughts of heart amongſt thoſe who have any 
Judgmenr. 

BESIDES the bad fucceſs of that Perſecution which 
hath beev accompanied with this long and bloody War, 
a violent Famine, and* the dethroning of. the late King 


' James, with whom it wasconcerted, and which, in tioe, 


hath :Muedin the ruine of the Kjngdom of France, bath 
made Ir eyident thar it was not a Work which God ap- 
prov'd, and that Le did without all doubr avenge him- 
{elf on the Nation for their perfidiouſneſs and cruelty 
commutcd againſt his P:ople, atthe Inſtigation of the 
Coutof rome aud the Clergy of France; and thoſe who 
are not judicially blinded, or have any Senſe of God 
upon them, underſtand and perceive elearly that God 
concern'd himſelf in the Cauſe of the Proteſtints, and 
the Evils they ſuftered, Which ought to be another 
ſtrong Argument to incline the Papiſts to embrace the 
Proteſtant Religion. So that chere's no capſe to doubs. 
bur the People of France, have a mighty diſpoſition to 
ſpeake off rhe Popes Yoke, and to embrace the Doctrine 
of the Goſpel, if the King of France would declare 
bimſelf for it, above half the buſineſs would be done. 

Neves Prince had- nor can have fo fair an occaſion re 
acquire lmmortal Glory, andto render his People hap+ 


' Py» astheKing of France has at prefent in putting thax 


ceat Work in Executios, for beſides all cheDiſpoſttions 
thercunto abovemeotioned, he hath the moſt Authority 
in his Dominions of any Trince in the World, and hath 


"rhe figeſt and moiſt numerous Army that ever was (cen 


in France, and it hetbould {tand in need of any afliftarice 


'ro carry on a Work ſo Glorious, ſo magnificent and Ad- 


yantagiousto Mauk nd, there's no doubr bur the Incom;- ' 
parahle Hliam, and other Proteſtant Powers, would. - 
tend him ckeir helping hand. | 

IT ſeems that che preſenc State of the Xingdom of 


France, dath moreover indiſpenfibly require this generat 
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Refortiiation, and the abolition of the Papacy, to the 
end the King may appropriate to himſelf all or arleaſt 
the greateſt part of the Riches of the Church, which 
belong to no Body, and whereof he might diſpoſe for 
_ theſafery of the State, without any Iujuſtice, by which: 
means he would be enabled to pay his. Debts to every 
one, and to prevent a civil War, whickiſcems to thtea- 
ten Fraiice unavoidably, if thcre come a K. of leſſer 


Authority than Lewis the XIV. by reaſon of the de-. 
{peratz Condition into which People of all ranks are u- 
pon thebrink of being ceduc'd, becauſe of the ill con- | 


diction of their Aﬀaics. 

ALL his Troops ſeem to require ir aſſo, to prevent 
their being caſhicr'd, for they maſt either Pcriſh in 
Forcign Contries, or Starve, or be hang'd at home ; 
the great numbers of brave Officers and Noblemeas 
ruined by the Kings Service do alſo requireit; ni cs a 
thoufand times more juſt that they ſhould be compen- 
faced by the Riches of the Church which belong io 
no Body bur the King and Stare, than that chey ſhould 


be enjoy'd by ſuch an herd of Scandalous and Un- 


roficable Ecclefiaſtickss The great numbers of 0- 
hers who have been forced by ſeveral ways to Ind 
Money to the King, or io buy Places, or Letters of 
Nobility, and muſt unavoidably be caſhier'd and ru- 
fned, or who have loſt all they had by the Taxes, 
do alſo require ſach a pencral Reformation, thar the 
ing may beenabled to pay or give them fome Com- 
roms 004 and to furniſh them Bread, of which they 
ave none lefr. And befides thoſe above-mentioned, 
#11 ranks of Pcople through the Kingdom ia general re- 
oe it, that they may be delivered from thoſe pro- 
ligious Lofles, that they ſuffer contignually by popery, 
which amount, as has been ſaid, to aboye-/ 200 Mil- 
Hiotis per Anmemy that ſo they may be Re-eſtabliſhed 
and Kepeopled alittle, for which end the 2ſonks, 
Nens and other Ecclefiaſticks might be very uſeful, if 
their Monaſterits were diffolyed, Re 
| THE 
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The peneral Deſolation of the Cities and Countries 4 
alſo demand it, that fo that King may be ina condition 
to moderate the Impoſitiovs and Taxes with which 
they are overwhelme'd at preſent and will continue ſo 
to be. Without this all Arts, ManufaQures and Husban- 
dry, will iofallibly decay more and- more, - and the 
Arc Millitary will come to nothing in Frence, where ic 
hath flourithed ſo much in this Reign. 
| The Intereſt of the Church of France, as-they call it, 
and all the honeſt Eccleſiaſticks among them, ſeems 
;2lſo ro require ir; becaule if after the ptefent King 
and Dauphin, there ſhould happen ro come a weak: 


FPrince, the Kingdom alſo being ſo much weakned as 


'risar Preſent, and as it will continue to be ſtill, may be 
for ever ruined, unleſs this general Reformation be 
ſer abour ſpeedily : If, I ſay, a weak Princefhould hap= 
pen to come to the Crown ar ſ{uch time, the Popes will 
treat France in a more Tyrantical 2nd Cruel manner thaiy 
ever becauſeof the fears chey have laboured under, that 
France would ſhake off their Yoke, and of the'attemp:s 
wh:ch they will pretend have been made upon their Au- 
thority in this Reign, which they will never- pardon. 
Then the Pope will Eſtabliſh the Inquiſition in - Frates 
deprive he Gallicao Church of that the calls her Liber- 
ties, rob the King of his Regale, oblige him'ro reſtore 
the Scculariz dEftaces ro the Church, and certainly de- 
ſpoil the Biſhops of their Lawful Juriſdition over the 
Regular Clergy. Then they muſt believe the Infallibi- 
lity of the rope, or at leaſt pretend to do ſo, both in Mat- 
) ters of Fact and Right, his almighty Powct in Heav'n 
and Eatth, his Supeciority over Councils, his Abſolute 
ower over the Temporal Rights of Kings and theit 
Lives, as well as in the matters of their Salvarion, and the 
| ike over their SubjeAs,thePope,the Monks & the Jeſuires 
will readerthem(ſclvesMaſterg of all undec a weakPrince; 
and the Kingdom will bemore expos'd tothe Cheats, lm-« 
poſtures and ScandalousVices of the clergy than ever, 
The King of Fraxce ſhould hereby gain the AﬀeCtion 
of all Proteſtant Princes and States inrirely, whict, 


-.., | would be much more uſeful to him than that of rhe. 


oyiſh Princes, becauſe _ atc honeſteriu (Heir tr Eaes 
| ated. 
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tits, 88d at preſent much more} powerful eſpecially by 
Sea, and. more able to bart or bclp him, ' And more- 
over Fraxce cannat ſublilt withowur Commerce with them, 
and the King knows very well thatthey have no thoughts 
of regaining any thing from Frexce. 2s the Popiſh Princes 
have, becaule ſhe hath never taken any thipg tromchem z 
nor have they any thoughts of making Conquelts u- 
pon him, as being more Sage aud Judicious than thar 
comes to : Neither has he any reaſon to fear that the 
Court of- Rome will employ them to do Miſchief to 
Fravce,- as they have employed, and may ſtill employ 
Popiſh rinces to do. : 1 

BuT if France neglect ({uch a fair opportunity as thi'F 
38, to.lhake off the Yoke of Popery, (when there it ſuch 
an Indiſpesfblc Neceſſity todo it for the [afety of the 
Kingdotm, which muſt otherwiſe periſh) afrer having 
fcen lo evidently, that Popery is the ruin of States, and 
by conſequence a falſe Religion, all the World will have 
reaſon to. belicve, that His Majeſty does not only hate 
the ?roteſtahr Religion, but the very Perfops of all Pro | 
reſtants,' eſpecially if he does not Re-eſtabliſh bis Sub- 
jets of the Reformed Religion in the free Exerciſc of 
the ſame, and in a full catire Liberty in all reſpe&as,as bis 
other Subjects, and with all poſſible Aﬀurance for cime 
to come, ſecing ao Man can reproack them with Dif- 
Joyaley towards the Kings, ' nor on the account of their 
DeRrince, Which the moſt Learned of the Papiſtsthem- 
tcives acknowledge to be very Sound and Conformable |; 
!O the Sec iprure, «nd make their boaſts that they believe 
ihe f:me things as they do, having gothing clſe te re- 
proach them with, but only that they don't believe e- 
noueh, becauſe they dog'c believe Trauſubſtanuaton, 
nor fifty other Foolcries ef the like Nature; nor adore 
the Hait of one of the two Sacraments, which has uer 
fo much as the Honour to be Bread, but is only an 
E'tl Elim, a Nothing an Idol, which according to $i. 
P2::! is a meer Nothing ; of this number of Learned Men þj 
s the Bp. of Megirx, as appears by his Expoſitios of the 


#tko{ickh Do#rme. Wuhou this Reformation, Francewill [ſych x 
ecOme as deſolate in zo yearsvime as Spainand Portugal t8 Ciyil & 


a? 


(or 


at preſent, though there ſhould bg acontimmed Peace all 
Fot the Women and Grris who are at pre- 
ſeat three thirds of the people of France; will for the 
moſt part be dead withon: Children, becauſe there are 


that while. 


not Menenough at preſent to Marry them ; fo that this 
want of Pcople will be much more apparent then, 
than now. 

Ic may vsry welt be ſaid that the Kingdom of France 
hath for zo br 4o years had a preat Aſcendant over all 


che other Nations of Eurspe, by means of the Kirps 
But the Kingdow will 


Y | Vigour end Abſolute Power, 
_- loſe that Aſcendant, come to nothing, and | be defſpi- 
hy ble to al theWorld, and efpecially ro the Court of 


Rome, without hopesof being ever able to recover ;r ſelf, 
if ſuch a Reformation be not made; Andi dare vemure 
to fay, that withont this the Kingdom is in danger ro 
be torn into pieces by Civil Wars ere it be long, or 
involyed in ſhortin another new War, on the account 
of Religion, by the Jeſuites ac the fecret Tpgpeſtion of 
the Pope, who are ſtill atraid of that Kings great Au- 
thority, tho? his Kingdom 1s ruined. | 
There's no other Method jet, as] have intimated at- 

ready, to put the King in a copditien to pay his nyume- 
rous Debts, but this Evangelical Reformation ; and 
becauſe diverſe Peiſons of grear Merit have defir'd of 
me to pive (ome account of the Ways attd Means they 
take, ro find Money to borrow, ard Places to ſell 
ina Kingdom ſo much ruiged as Frances I couid 
ot refuſe to obey them in imparting whar is publickly 
nown of thatMatter in France, therefore þ thall here 
ake a litcle digreſſion, 

WE: mult obſerve thenthat the Court entertains a 
reat number of People in Provinces and Towns, who 
ake it their buſineſs to diſcover thoſe who have yer 
ny Money left 'ewm, * Whercupon the Intendant, Go- 
Yernour or other Chiet Men of the Place; have ordeis 
Either rocall for ſuch Perſons or to ge to their Houſes, 
ind tell them that the King has a mind ro ſell fach and 
ſuch new Places, or Augmentatious of Salleries to all 
Civil Officers who are altcrdy.inPlace, or Letters of No» 
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bility to Commoners, ot ſome other Priviledges, or to 
create Rents upon the Town- Houſe of Paris, or to alie- 
nate the Revenues of the Poſt-Office, or ſome part of 
his Demain, ' &#c. Then they are acquainted Civilly 
ehat they will oblige che Conre to lay out their Money 
on ſuch things, and do a Piece of good Service to the 
Scate,that cheirPrincipal & * Intereſt will both be ſure, 
and their gain conſiderable, If they anſwer that they 
have no Money, after b:ing defir'd thus to lay it our, 
then they find it te be, as Tacitus ſays, | Preces erant, 
ſed quibus reſiſti non poterat. . They were Prayers indeed, 


Trost Officers inform themſelves more particular] 


but ſuch as they could nor reſiſt. Ee” Wat. 


of the State of their Aﬀairs, from Scriveners and No = F 


rasies, who are oblig'd to tell all they know of it ; 
After this they proceed co threaten the Perſons; that ſo 
they may ſqceze Money out of them. Bur there are 
few who;ler ir come to this extremity, becauſe they 
ſce ſo many Examples before them of People ruined 
by ſuch Refuſals, for cither they are tax'd extraory 
dinarily as rich Perſons, or are acculed that either 
they themſclves or their Friends, whoſe Eſtates 
they Inherit, robb'd the Publick when they were in 
Qthce, and thereupon defpoil them of their. Eſtates, 
Othecwile all rhe actions of their whole Life are 
Canvaſs'd, ot if thar fail, the Converſations of their 


Children and other Relations, are enquired into, on|- 


purpoſe to .'vex them, and their Tenants are over 


whelm'd with Impoſitions, or Quartering of Soldiers 


THERE arc a hundred other ſuch Methods ,- anf' 


their Childrev and Relations are never advyanc'd nei 
zhec in the Church, in the Army, nor -etherwil 
And they are beſides accounicd at Court Enemies t 
the Government, ſomerimes imprifoned, and if << 
Have any Suit ar Law, the adverſe Party 1s ſure te 
find favour, ©c. *Tis rrue, there are ſome whe 
are kuown to be extreamly Rich, or in grear buſi 
peſs, rhat preventthe Court on purpoſe to gain Favour 
and lend their Money uponthe Town-hovuſe of Faris 
azy dathey know haw to diſpoſe of their Money other 

| | Wy 


» 


(r0g)? 
wiſez Trade being quite roined; Houfes and Land being 
of n&'value, and all People *almoſtbeing broke ; ſo thar 
thefe*s no ſafery iv lending ir to Private Hands ; beſides 
they are aftraid of the Specics being cry'd down, the 
ſame having been avgmented one &h parr during the 
War. Then the Intereſt is upon the foot of twelre, 
foprieen. eighteen, or twenty years purchaſe, more or 
leſs, and moft of thoſe perſons live at Payis on thoſe 
Revenues: Here'l ſhall takenotice by the way, that a- 
bove two thirds of ail the Kingdoms Money, Plate 
and Jewels are ar Paris z and tharthere was plenty of 
Money in France 15 years ago, as *tis neeef[ary for Trade, 
in a Country where the ha!f of all Eſtates are in 
Maiumort. 
WE muſt ſoppoſe that Court was perſwaded that the 
lat War was juſt and zeceffsry,. and that the Kingdom 
was in great danger, had it not been for the help of ſuch 
Methods, and they reaſonee as that man, wha ſaid for- 
merly ; Preſtat aliquam habere Rempublicam quam nullam, 
thatis, 't1s berter ro have ſome Republickthan none: And 
we muſt think alfo, that they thought the Kingdom was 
able ſoon or late to pay and reimburſe all choſe Loans, 
boih Princtpal and [ntereſt, and that the Money was uſc- 
leſs during the War, ip the hands of private Men who 
had iz, or mighteven be prejudicial ro the Kingdom, if 
the owners had applyed themſelves to Uſuty, as *tis in 
ſuch Circumſtances in lome Countries. So that 'irs no 
wonder, that the Coyre havivg ſuch an Authority, 
made uſe of ſach Ways and Means. 

How then canal thoſe Publick Debts, eld & xew,be paie with+ 
put aboliſhing Popery? How can thoſe who have bought their 
Places of whom three fourths at leaſt muſt be Caſhier'd, be 0- 
therwiſe reimbuiſed ?and this laſt alone may amoun: perhaps 
to » thouſand Millions, beſides what is due to thoſe who have 
purchas'd Augmentations of Salleries and Titles of Nobility 

. which together with other Priviledges ſold alſo, muſt be aboli+ 
ſhed ? or how can the Intereſts of all thoſe Debts be paid. ſee 
ing the Kingdom 1s every day more and more diſpeopled? fox 
there's at leaſt three Women for one Man, and by conſequence 

| thereare but few Marriages, and more People die than ate born. 

What hoyes then can that Kingdom entertain from Trade and 

Husbandry, when they have no Men to managethem? Ang 


(104) 

And befides the contihbance of the Perſecution will more 
and more alienatethe Hearts of all True Proreftant Srrangers, 
who either will not Travel, or at leaſt not tay any long time in 
France, where {0 much Perfidiouſneſs and Cruelty abounds, a- 
#ainft their Brethern, and where they cannot promiſe ſafety to 
themſelves, for either they are in hazard of being knock'd oa 
the head, by the Furious and Idolatrons People, if they don'e 
kneel before their breaden God inthe Streets, or arc always at 
the Mercy of their Landlords, Mafters of Exerciſes, or Ido- 
latrous and Bi-gotted Phyſitians, Cc. for it is now the mode 
in Fravcero be mad Bigots, and if they fall ſick there, they 
will be perſecuted to the dcath, in order to make them abjure 
theit Religion. Nor can.they have leave to eat Meat for fix 


Months almoſt in the Teat, without buying Permisfion-of the |; 
Prieſts, for they are now more rediculous in Frexce in thoſe ©: 


mattelſ* than at Reme it ſelf + Becauſe the Pope is well ſatisfied 
to draw Strangers thither, and to have their Money, and that 
France ſhould loſe ſ@ mnch by it. So that the great profit which 
the Kingdom of Francedid ordinatily reap from Proteſtant Stran+ 
gers,7 muſt reaſonably be ſuppoſed to 6iminiſh ceniiderably- 
There will happen alſo another Incovenience by the abaiting 
Of the Value of Money, which muſt yer of neeceſity be done, 
and will occaſion abundance of diſorder in the Kingdem. I 
confeſs that the aboliſhing of Fopery, which we have demon- 
ſtrated to be ſo necefiary, cannot prevent that deminution of 
the Value of the Coin which is ſo juſt, bur it would occaſion 
' that that loſs and all the reſt would be nething ſo ſenſibly felt by 
the Kingdom, becauſe the afairs of the Kiwg and the Subje& 
both would be abundantly betrer'd by it. 
I think it neceſſary to obſerye here,that the Rents of the Town- 
houſe of Peri, beforementtoned. conſift in Taxes laid upen 
all ſorts of things, that are exported or imported into that City, 


for the uſe of Man and Beaſt, as Proviſions, Cattle, Corn, { 


Wine, Cloaths, Firivg, Hay, Straw, &c- Nor is there any 
thing but whar is liable to this Impoſt, whether ic be the produ& 
of the Kingdom or of Foreign Countries, 'and it is the 
ſame asto all manner of Goods Exported from Paris, as Manut- 
faQtures, all ſorts of things 4 ls nigde for Drefles, either of Men 
oa Women, and whether it be 10 the Provinces of France, or to 
Foreigo Countries; ſo rhat there's nothing but what pays, fhe 
very Herbs snd Flowers not being excepted. Aboat 20 years a- 
go the King had at leaft zo Millions ef Livres, oraboye a Mil. 
lion and a half Sterling yearly by this Impoſt, bur it 1s without 
all doubt much diminiſhed at preſent, The Salt alone which is 
jold at 14 and 15d, þ5r Youpd, did formerly yield 1800000 Li- 
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vies peredanur: which was appropriated for the Uſe of the Kjags 
Table and thoſe of the Officers of his Heu ſhould, tho' Par be 
vothing neaxſo Big, Rich and well Peopled as Londen, aud by 
conſequence ſpends much leſs, 

Then beſides the Tax on all things Imported into that City, 
for the uſc of Man and Beaſt, which pay by the Groſs, euhes 
at the Gates, the entrance of the Subucbs, or tothe Patacher on 
the River, (which are Boats with Officers of the Cuſtom-houle, 
and Guards to levy the {aid Tax on all things Imported or Expor+- 
ted by Waret) there is moreover 2 Tax laid upon eyery thing 
that is retgil'd within'the City and Sutburbs, and becauie thar 
this Revenue muſt neceſſarily fall in proportion to the Decreaſe 
and royerty ofthe Pcople, the Court who are nnwilling that it 


4: ſhould do fo, augment the Tsx on every thing. to make up 
ZF what they loſe by this fail of the Revenue, which accaſions a- 


buadance leſsto be conſumed, and this Branch of the Reve- 
nuc to fall more and more, and People to tuffer Extremly by 
it, Thoſe Taxes are ſo many that there axe ſeveral Books writ 
for aſcertaining them. Its the ſame in ſeveral of the bigge& 
Townsof the Kingdom , and 'tis at preſent the beſt Part of the 
Kings Revenues, becauſe the great Cities are not ſo Depopulated 
as the Country, Bre &r's retwra fo our Subject ; . 

; I ſhall ſuppoſe here the Popiſh Religionse ro be Good x0 its 
Dedrine and Worſhip, and the Proteitant Religion Falſe;yert the 
King of France, by embracing the latter, ſhould be afloer ſaved 
if he paid his Debts, relicv'd his People from theix Prefluces, 
and his Kingdom from a Foreign Toke, which ruines it if he 
labour'd inceſſantly te Re-e tabliſh & Ke- people bis Kingdom, 
doing ſuftice to all,rewarding ſuch as have been undone by his 
Service in ove anger or other, making reparation to this refos< 
medSubjeas for the dammage he hath done them, making Venue 
and Learning to Flouriſh, and Bapiſhing Vice, Ignorance and 
Impofiute; all which he may do by aboliſhing Popery, ayd 
which cann't be dene withoux it. I fay, that he would aſloon 
be ſaved in a Religion that is talſe, as ro DoGtrine and Worſhip» 
by doing thoſe things, as he could be in the Popiſh Raligion, 
ſuppoſing it to be Orthodox in Worſhip and Dog@tine, and that 


| he did not perform his Duty in all thoſe reſpeRs, as it is cenain 


he cannot do whilft his Kingdom continues Popiſh. ; 
Vepgeance iy ordinary caſes diſpleaſes God ; but that whick 
the Freoch XK. thould hereby take of the Court of Rewe might 
well be called ag Moly Vengeance ; ſecing be Popes bays 
tuin'd Frevce by their Religion, ſecree ({turigyes, and by the 
Spirit of Perſecution, with which they have in{{pired hes 


Prinees, &c, ao OB the other hand, would Keeckiabliſh 
| —_ Fhe King 0B tne « 10; Edman 
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mong Provxeſtants ; andthe P 
midableto the French King. © | 

It's time now to draw to a conclufien, and: therefore 1 ſhall 
only ſay,” that ir is cleat as the Sun ſhine, that the Court of 
France by- Caying that dammage which Pepery oceafipns to the , 
Kingdom might calily upon tae zoo Millions which the .. 
Kingdom, would: at leaft gain by ir, encreaſe its Revenue 100 
Milliovs, withour reckoning the Revenues of the Church; the 
Plate !in their Churches and Treaſuries, and their-Growinge- 54 


ties,” perfurics, Profantir 


16) © 


Fianct by the Ruine of the Popes which 
the bruifiag of the Scorpion upon the wound that ir makes 
By this'\means the King of ' France would ebtain a' mighty A- 
ſcendant over the Houſe of Awfiris, by the Augmenrarton {of 
his Power and Riches, andthe 'Favour which' he ſhould'find a- 
ope would not be any thing fo- 
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Timber, which tht King might diſpoſe of as he ſhould thiok fir! 
and at the fametime the blesſing of God would attend the King 
- and the Nation, whereas 'they have great reaſon ro dread the 
contrary, if they don't follow this' Method. Bnet whereas, it 
continues too evident thatthe 'Romiſh Clergy influences the 
Xing to perſecute and marder tilt bis Proteſtant Subjeas with 
all magner of ' Outrage, itis a'cenain proof rhat the Pope is a* 
fraid of his Power till, and does northink him reduced low V 
enoigh;=aed therefore if he caa, he will cerrainly prompt him 
to-undertake new Enterprizes again ſome Nation and per- 
haps aiFtdteſianc'State, and the truth is while theFeench Court 
continues*to treat their own Reformed Subjects 'at that tate, 

there's very good reaton for Proteſtants ts be jealous of them. 
By,this Perſecution 'we may perceive that the Morals 'of -the 
ChutcFof Rome ate far worſe than thoſe of the civilized Pagans, 
as apptats dy that ſaying of Tacitus, Apud optimiam quemgue tant 
imſcrum eff occidere quan perire : Thar is to ſay, allhene(t Men 
account" itas''ungratetul ro nature ts kill others as to be kill'd 
themſelves; but on rhe contiary,' that' which is icall*d the | 
Chutch of Rome, accounts it thing meritorious to be druxk 
VÞvith the Bioib of the Sdints,and eftecms it ttiore advantagious to 
choſe that ſhed it, or occaſion ir to be'ſhed than the* Blood of 
the Groſs ;- fo thacl cannot forbear to/ſay, that it would ſeem 
:ligr"Petictuting Clergy are certain of their own Reprobation, 4 
for if they were in any doubt concerning it, or” had 'the leaſt 
hope of Salvation, or rhat their Church were” not! wholly abab- 
doned by God;they w6i1d: hot ſo defile and*pollute.it, by Tuch; 
 defperare TenduR; "ant by the Commisfion of fo many CrueK 
ies' and Sacriledges 't9- udvance” its 
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